











perils created by their aftermath. Moreover,
little or no attention is paid to their plight by
either rescue or aid organisations that are
preoccupied with saving or relieving human
distress.

While attempts to minimise, prepare for and
manage the impact of hazards upon human
societies has increasingly become a subject of
more mainstream scholarly focus, little debate
has been devoted to the changing relational
vulnerability of animals to natural hazards. In
particular, how has the spread of urbanisation,
modern methods of food production, and
reductions to the extent of the ‘wild’ affected the
exposure of pets, factory-farmed animals, and
non-domesticates to risk? The loss of
psychological companionship, sources of
protein, work animals, beasts of burden and
game clearly have untold consequences for
human communities that have not been properly
recognised. Using data from recent major
disasters, this paper attempts to assess the
changing nature of animal loss of life occasioned
by such events as well as the impact their deaths
have on different human populations

'Bisnis is not Business': business development
at the Porgera gold mine, Papua New Guinea

Glenn Banks
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From the perspective of the of the corporation
(and the state) at the Porgera gold mine in Papua
New Guinea, one of the most obvious ‘failures’
of the last 18 years has been ‘business
development’. The development of a viable,
diversified local business sector was one of the
key demands of local leaders during the
negotiations that led up to the development of
the mine. Despite the application of significant
company resources, and the granting of millions
of kina of mine-related contracts to locals, a
formal local business sector is conspicuously
absent.

This paper presents material on 10 years of
business development at Porgera to argue that
rather than being a ‘failure’, Porgeran
engagement with these new economic
opportunities is revealing in terms of the ways in
which Melanesian cultures articulate with

modern business discourses. While the
penetration and availability of global capital at
Porgera is more intense than elsewhere, the
Porgeran business sector is best understood as a
set of local processes which are concerned with
the capture and cooption of global resources and
discourses for on-going, strongly localised
agendas. These processes have broader
implications in terms of efforts to promote ‘local
economic development’ elsewhere in Melanesia
and the region.

Taiwan, the USA and Egypt: A Unholy
Trinity? Lessons for Development

Susan Belcher
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Many factors affect the socio-economic
development of a society. While there are many
paths to “development”, there is no consensus
about the very concept of “development” itself.
Social equality, citizenship rights, democracy,
and the rule of law are often held up as the
standard measure of development today.
However, despite the rhetoric of equality,
citizenship rights, democracy, and the rule of law
in the so-called developed countries, most of
them remain characterized by gross inequalities
across a number of demographic variables.
Poverty also remains an open wound on the face
of rich countries. This paper explores differences
and similarities in the politics of inequality as
well as the rhetoric versus the reality of
democracy, human rights, and the rule of law in
Taiwan and Egypt. Although Taiwan is
“American’s little colony in Asia” and Egypt is
“America’s little colony in the Arab Middle
East”, there are distinct differences as well as
similarities between these two countries which
the U.S. considers vital to its strategic interests.
What lessons can be learned about development
by comparing these two strategically important
countries as well as their relationship with the
U.S.A?

Why is Bumiputera Minority Poverty Deep
and Persistent in Malaysia?

Madeline Berma, Faridah Shahadan, Junaenah
Sulehan



Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
mac @pkrisc.cc.ukm.my

The recently published Government of
Malaysia/UNDP report entitled “Malaysia,
Achieving the Millennium Development Goals”
(UNDP, 2005) comprehensively documents
Malaysia’s achievements in a number of
socioeconomic spheres, particularly in poverty
reduction. Malaysia has succeeded in reducing
the incidence of poverty from 49.3 percent in
1970 to 5.7 percent in 2004. Although the
incidence of poverty is low in Malaysia, pockets
of poverty continue to exist among the
Bumiputera Minority (indigenous community) of
the eastern States of Sarawak and Sabah. The
key questions are: why is Bumiputera Minority
(as opposed to the Bumiputera Majority or the
Malays) poverty deep and persistent? Why is it
after more than thirty years of Government
involvement in alleviating poverty, the
Bumiputera Minority of Sarawak and Sabah are
among the poorest in Malaysia? Why are some
poverty-eradication programmes successful,
while others are not? This paper will answer
these questions by presenting the “voices” of the
poor on the major causes of their poverty and the
role of State in alleviating it. The paper relies on
information gathered from focus group
discussions and interviews with poor men,
single-mothers, elderly and youth in Sarawak
and Sabah. The paper aims to provide clear
statements of Bumiputera Minority views,
experiences and aspirations in relation to poverty
and development in Sarawak and Sabah.

Harnessing Space Technology for Human
Security: A case-study of India

Vandana Bhatia

Department of Political Science, University of
Alberta, Edmonton, Canada
vbhatia@ualberta.ca

Post-independence, India cognizant of its
unpropitious circumstances, set out to confront
the politico-societal challenges in the process of
nation building. Self-reliance and national
development became the cornerstones of the
survival strategy for the infant nation. Dr.
Vikram Sarabhai, the father of the Indian space
programme stressed, “There are some who
question the relevance of space activities in a
developing nation. To us, there is no ambiguity
of purpose...we are convinced that if we are to

play a meaningful role nationally and in the
comity of nations, we must be second to none in
the application of advanced technologies to the
real problems of man and society (emphasis
added) which we find in our country.” After four
decades, the space programme is proving
beneficial for the societal development. The
innovative concept of Village Resource Centres
(VRCs) is based on technology convergence —
integration of information and communication
technologies with space-based applications and
aims at upliftment of the rural communities. The
main focus of the paper is to analyse how spatial
information and technological expertise is being
adapted for promoting human security interalia
through management of natural resources,
mitigation of natural disasters and
concomitantly, enlisting active participation of
the rural communities through VRCs.

Beyond the resource curse?: Diamond mining,
rural development and post-conflict
reconstruction in Sierra Leone

Tony Binns! and Roy Maconachie?
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The so-called ‘resource curse’ syndrome has
gained increasing currency, and growing
evidence suggests that many African countries
with significant natural wealth have actually
reaped limited rewards. With few exceptions,
mineral-rich African countries have been
subjected to continuing underdevelopment,
corruption, political instability, and in some
cases, violent conflict. In the small West African
state of Sierra Leone, it is suggested that
diamonds played a key role in fuelling a brutal
civil war during the 1990s, and there is now a
burgeoning literature on ‘blood diamonds’.
However, as Sierra Leone emerges from a
decade of destruction, other research suggests
that diamonds could actually provide the impetus
for post-war reconstruction. This paper explores
the role of alluvial diamond mining in post-
conflict Sierra Leone, focusing on two
communities in the Eastern Province that were
badly affected by the war. Drawing on field-
based research from the 1970s and from the post-
war period, the paper considers the diamond



mining situation in the context of broader
development strategies in post-conflict
reconstruction. It is argued that future policies
must be based on a detailed understanding of
relationships between diamond mining and rural
development at local, regional and national
levels, if sustainable development is to be
achieved.

After the Canneries: what expectations for
American Samoa development?

Marieke Blondet

University of Otago and E.H.E.S.S., France
bloma230@student.otago.ac.nz

“American Samoa, whose economy is largely
dependent on US assistance is facing a new
challenge. The tuna canneries, the main industry,
have been confronted for many years with high
international competition in the tuna processing
market and so are talking seriously about leaving
the territory.

If the canneries do close, American Samoa will
have to seek alternatives to keep its economy
afloat. Ecotourism could be one of the
possibilities, particularly as the territory already
has a national park.

This park, created thirteen years ago, is still very
basic and does not yet offer enough activities and
facilities. It may also have a strong impact on the
future social organization.

Developing ecotourism in American Samoa
comes late, compared with the neighbouring
islands where this sector is already well
established. Environmental tourism should offer
at least genuine sceneries and untouched
wilderness, a condition which may not be
fulfilled in the case of American Samoa due to
high environmental degradations. This could ruin
opportunities for ecotourism.

Another important consideration is because the
government and people still receive help from
the US, they are not really committed to looking
for tourist incomes.

This paper explores the dilemma facing
American Samoa: To stay dependent on
canneries and US assistance or to struggle to
develop ecotourism as a sustainable economic
alternative.”

Exit strategies: Approaches and Challenges
for Development Programming

Murray Boardman
World Vision, New Zealand
murray.boardman @worldvision.org.nz

The development agencies — both government
and non-government — are quick to enter
communities where need is evident, and
sometimes when it is perceived. Yet, the desire
to enter development programmes is often not
matched by a strong understanding of exit
strategies. For much of the development
community, the need for sound exit strategies,
both from a theoretical and operational
perspective, is a relatively recent trend.

This presentation will discuss approaches related
to exit strategies, including issues related to
community participation, community
governance, organisational business practice,
linkages to sustainability and the role of
community-based monitoring and evaluation. A
strong theme will focus on the need for
development agencies to actively consider their
exit strategy prior to entering a community and
the critical importance of sound project design,
especially within restricted budgets and
timeframes.

The outcome of the identified approaches will
provide challenges for the development
community leading to a potential reassessment of
their development approach. It will be presented
that the development community needs to have a
greater appreciation of integrated nature of
socio-economic sustainability, incorporating a
combined needs and rights-based approach. The
challenges this presents to government policy
and NGO marketing, especially in terms of
commitment to long-term development, will also
be briefly considered

HIV and AIDS in the Pacific - Kiribati
Maria Borovnik

Massey University, NZ
m.borovnik@massey.ac.nz

The threat of HIV/AIDS as potential pandemic
has become of increasing concern for the Pacific.
This paper suggests that the discourse framing
HIV/AIDS in the Pacific is problematic in its
own right. The cacophony of opinions
surrounding the subject does not necessarily lead
to individuals undertaking preventative action,



adjustments in behaviour or increased
communication. The consequences of HIV/AIDS
will lay economic burdens on countries, but also
on the socio-cultural systems in many Pacific
communities. By using Kiribati as a case study,
this paper will illuminate how the clashes
between different agencies involved in the
HIV/AIDS discourse affect individuals and
communities. The aim is not to offer blame or
solutions but to explore controversies.

Fiji's Urban Future: the harsh reality of
squatting, inequality and rural
transformation

Jenny Bryant-Tokalau

University of Otago, NZ
jenny.bryant-tokalau @stonebow.otago.ac.nz

In this presentation the transformation of Suva
will be presented through the medium of film.
Poverty and inequality are increasingly evident,
but often denied in urban areas of the Pacific. In
Fiji, since the expiry of cane leases, and the
military coups of the past two decades, towns
have undergone a massive transformation. In the
name of economic development and ‘growth’,
settlements have become more densely settled,
urban services have deteriorated and people are
facing difficult choices. People respond to
growing poverty and inequality in many ways —
not all of them negative. This presentation
attempts to provide a voice for the growing
numbers of dispossessed in Fiji.

South Africa’s Working for Water
Programme: Realities of upliftment in the
Western Cape

Andrea Buch
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This paper explores the tangible and intangible
aspects of upliftment experienced by
beneficiaries employed with South Africa’s
Working for Water Programme (WFWP), a
unique government initiative that addresses
ecological concerns while creating jobs and
building capacity among the most marginalized
in society. Through the labour intensive clearing
of alien vegetation which threatens South
Africa’s limited water resources and natural

biodiversity, WFWP provides short term job
opportunities combined with technical and life
skills training. Established in 1995, WFW enjoys
international recognition and acclaim, and is the
flagship of the government’s ambitious
Expanded Public Works Programme which aims
to halve unemployment and poverty by 2014.
Focusing on the Western Cape, the paper
compares experiences of beneficiaries from four
project sites with policy expectations and
perceptions of upliftment from local
management, provincial and national
administration. This paper highlights the value
of intangible benefits; especially the
environmental knowledge, awareness, and
stewardship employment with the programme
imparts to beneficiaries. It concludes that
fostering this knowledge and interest among the
poorest of the poor in a developing nation is an
overlooked benefit of this public works-style, job
creation programme, and there is much
applicability for similar programmes in other
developing nations.

Cash, Savings and Credit: A Review of
Microfinance in Rural Communities of Fiji

Miranda Cahn; Luse Kinivuwai; and John
Morrow
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Rural villages in Fiji operate within a cash
economy, but many village-based Fijians are
excluded from formal facilities for saving, and
borrowing money. Fijians who do not have
access to formal savings and credit are severely
constrained in managing financial resources so
that they, and their family, can advance
economically. In the past, a number of initiatives
(both government and non-government) have
been implemented to provide micro-savings and
credit facilities for rural Fijians. While providing
benefits for some, these initiatives have often
been institutionally unsustainable. Since 1999
the National Microfinance Unit, a government
initiative, has provided support to microfinance
providers, changing the approach and focus of
microfinance in Fiji. This paper reviews the case
for microfinance in rural Fijian communities, the
issues of institutional sustainability of
microfinance in Fiji and current microfinance
providers. Much of the information in this paper



was collected during a 2005 study assessing the
feasibility of implementing a World Vision
micro-enterprise development programme in
Fiji.

Caribbean Development in the “New
American Century”
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Caribbean states began the twentieth century as
European colonies and ended it as politically
independent nations under U.S. hegemony. The
transition placed development on national and
regional agendas characterized by colonialism,
nationalism, and neoliberal economic
liberalization. The horrible colonial and
nationalist approaches contained explicit
development goals, but neoliberal economic
liberalization is worse because it does not. It is a
marketization strategy not a development model,
after which development supposed to follow,
creating a need for post-neoliberal economic
liberalization development theory. Neoliberal
economic liberalization however has a stifling
effect on independent critical thought necessary
to formulate development theory. Such thought
flourished under colonialism and nationalism in
the Caribbean, but is lacking today because the
neoliberal ideologues in the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund formulate and hand
down economic policy. Development theories
such as the “plantation economy” model
emerged in the Caribbean in the 1960s. After
thirty years of economic liberalization in the
region, however no development theory
materialized. The challenge for Caribbean
development stakeholders is to return to
independent critical thought on development.
What role development theory has in the “new
American century,” in which the U.S. seeks to
implement and defend its style of democracy and
capitalism globally?

ICPD key to MDGs
Steve Chadwick, MP and Karyn Ammundsen
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From 7% — 15% April 2006, a delegation of MPs,
journalists, and representatives from non-
government organisations (NGOs) and the New
Zealand Agency for International Development
(NZAID) visited Papua New Guinea on a study
tour focusing on issues relating to poverty,
including HIV/AIDS, gender inequality,
maternal and child health, and the environment.

Funded by the Asia Pacific Alliance, the
overarching goal of the study tour was increased
awareness and knowledge among the public and
decision-makers in New Zealand of: the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and
linkages between the MDGs, the International
Conference on Population and Development
(ICPD) goals and principles, and the declaration
of commitment adopted at the 2001 United
Nations General Assembly special session
(UNGASS) on HIV/AIDS.

In particular, the study tour aimed to highlight
the importance of good sexual and reproductive
health in achieving the MDGs in the Pacific.

As well as meetings with MPs and officials,
delegates went to the heart of the matter as they
met and talked with sex workers, visited
hospitals, schools, villages and non-government
organisations.

This paper describes their experiences, and
outlines key themes that emerged.

International Community Development: An
analysis of New Zealand based NGOs doing
development in Africa, Asia and the Pacific
countries.

Love M. Chile

Institute of Public Policy
AUT University
love.chile@aut.ac.nz

If community development is defined as the
process of creating local capacity to lead social
change, is the concept of international
community development an oxymoron? This
paper argues that there is a direct relationship
between global processes and the reproduction of
crises at local community level because many



issues faced at local level such as redundancy,
welfare provision, pollution and environmental
degradation, and crises of refugees and displaced
persons have their origins in global processes.
How communities organise and build links to
achieve local responses to global issues is a
separate issue, but closely liked to the way
development practice is understood at the local
community level. This paper reports on research
undertaken over the last five years looking at
international community development practice
using social justice as the overarching
framework within which community
development as conscious action is situated. It
provides an analysis of the organisations,
agencies and groups involved in international
community development practice, the motivation
to become involved in international community
development practice and the challenges of
active engagement in what is often a political
process.

Disability, Inequality and Chronic Poverty:
An Empirical Study on Bangladesh

Jahan Chowdhury

Centre for International Development and
Training (CIDT), University of Wolverhampton
Jahan.chowdhury@wlv.ac.uk

The onsets of disability are of varied forms and
degrees. Depending on a diverse range of social
and economic factors, a disabled individual or
the household where s/he resides faces
transitions in the financial circumstances-
changes that topple their lives, depriving them of
basic human necessities. Despite variations in
both the nature and magnitude of impact of
onset, some general conclusions can be drawn
regarding the situation of the disabled people of
the Chuadanga district in Bangladesh. Compared
to unaffected households, individuals in affected
ones face an increased risk of entering poverty,
with reduced probabilities of leaving existing
poverty. The most direct impact of onset is on
employment status, leading to a cut in earnings.
A stable employment position may be disrupted
or options of new employment may be
eliminated. While only a few disabled people are
actually willing to leave paid employment, the
twin effect of health and work-related
considerations force them to do so. The loss in
income can be compensated for by one or more
adults in the household allocating more hours for
paid work, but in reality, this is not always

possible, as there is a trade-off between care and
assistance for the disabled person and increased
hours of work.

Based on research findings, the paper suggests
that even if the household is able to retain its
previous earnings, the rising expenditure pattern
resulting from the new situation reduces the net
earning by an enormous extent. The onset
handicaps the economic life of not only the
impaired, but also the rest of the household.
Therefore, the structure of the household should
be of great concern when analysing the impact of
disability. All members of the affected
household experience a change in their daily
activities, be it other earners or dependents, like
children, who forego education and may have to
contribute to the income as well. Having a
spouse in these situations can serve as a blessing,
as income-earning responsibilities can be spread,
but the abrupt changes in quality of life are often
seen to yield tension among the couples, arising
from frustration and helplessness.

The providence of disabled people is extremely
difficult to predict owing to numerous socio-
economic factors governing their fate. However,
it is apparent from the research findings that the
transitions undergone following the onset of
impairment of the main earner can only be
downhill, resulting in intense poverty and
destitution. Deprived from livelihood,
submerged into debt, and exposed to pain and
suffering, the disabled people almost lose the
will to exist.

Place, Cultural Identity and the Consequences
of Change for the
Korova 'Squatter' Community.

Tui Nicola Clery
University of the South Pacific
tuinic222 @yahoo.co.uk

This research project considers the potential
consequences of migration for the identity and
livelihood of the Korova (literally fourth village)
settlement in Suva, Viti Levu, Fiji Islands. Of
particular interest are the links between the/
place/ in which the community has chosen to re-
settle and how that location impacts upon
communal/ identity./ The research assumes that
within Pacific philosophy land signifies who
people are, how they interact with the
environment and with each other. In other words



land forms an ethical basis, which guides the
community's thoughts and actions.

The small piece of land located on the foreshore
on which Korova settlement is built is contested.
The government of Fiji argues that the Korova
community is residing illegally and seeks to
relocate the people of Korova to another
settlement inland. The residents of the
settlement argue that they are living on land that
belongs to the Tui Suva, and that he is the 'true’
traditional owner of the land. The Tui Suva is
fully aware of their residence and his consent has
been given through a/ vakavanua / agreement .

Through their stories Semiti Cama Paki
(Headman of Korova, canoe maker, sailor and
navigator) and Selai Buresala (Masi expert)
articulate the adaptation and use of their
traditional knowledge and skills as a source of
actual and possible income in the new urban
context. The possibilities and barriers to
utilizing traditional skills as a source of income
are discussed. The people who live at the
settlement at Korova are originally from Moce
Island, an island located within the Lau Island
group in Fiji.

The stories if Selai and Semiti illustrate the
importance of a shared space and place in the
formation and maintenance of identity. This
paper argues that place is crucial to cultural
identity and its inter-generational maintenance.
In considering how identity forms and what it
consists of, this paper will also critically consider
the term 'squatter' and the structural risk factors
which contribute to the formation of squatter
settlements in contemporary Fiji. The paper also
considers the government structures in place to
alleviate the high levels of squatter settlements in
Fiji. This will be contrasted with how Korova
residents conceive of/ themselves/ in relation to
the landupon which they live and have lived.

The Unity of Many Determinations:
Community Development, Social Movements
and Transnational Alliance Building

Jen Couch

Australian Catholic University
j-couch@patrick.acu.edu.au

into a rich repertoire of community needs,
priorities, and resources and the most relevant of
intervention strategies. Yet in the broader

society, events such as Hurricane Katrina have
illuminated not only the failure of governments
to provide care for the vulnerable but also a
break in the assumption of trust and mutual
respect that underpin community. In the current
context, community development is unfolding
within a broader focus on the development of
civil society as a means to building the bonds of
trust, reciprocity and collective will which are
such a vital component in untangling the web of
interwoven problems facing communities in both
the ‘developed’ and ‘developing’ world.

This paper explores the social movements that
have formed as a response to globalization and
the ways in which they offer new alternatives to
a neoliberal world order. It particularly draws
from the experience of activists and communities
in the South. The paper highlights these
communities’ ability to build cooperative
connections, alliances and solidarity
internationally whilst continuing to articulate
their own experiences and aspirations, from a
local level and linking these to an analysis of
broader, social, economic and political
structures. Thus, the wisdom of the oppressed
makes an important to contribution not only in
terms of vales and worldviews, but also in terms
of the experience of community development.

Aid Effectiveness contribution from NZAID
Matthew Dalzell

NZAID
matthew.dalzell @nzaid.govt.nz

In many discussions of Aid Effectiveness, the
focus of attention seems to fall on the
performance of bilateral donors in fulfilling their
commitments to good practice according to
OECD DAC guidelines and to the Paris
Declaration. But how should we measure,
monitor, and engage with the multilateral
development system’s effectiveness or
otherwise, and where might the current reform
proposals lead?

This session aims to review the numerous
challenges that confront the United Nations
development and humanitarian system, and
different but no less testing times for the
International Financial Institutions, in meeting
expectations and commitments under the Paris
Declaration, in harmonisation and alignment, in
managing for development results, and



ultimately in the effectiveness of the multilateral
development system.

The point of departure for the discussion will be
the new NZAID Multilateral Engagement
Strategy, and the process as it develops through
2006 responding to the call in the UN World
Summit Outcome of 2005 for further
investigation into UN system-wide reform and
possibilities for “more tightly managed entities”
in the fields of development, humanitarian
assistance and the environment, UNSG Annan
has established a high-level eminent persons
group to consider issues and options. Initial
findings and responses from UN members is to
take place at this year’s General Assembly.
What will be the fate of calls from many quarters
for “One UN” at country level?

Separately, IMF Managing Director de Rato has
been tasked by Governors with presenting
proposals for addressing “voice and
participation” of developing countries in the
IMF, in part through changes to “quota” or
shareholding in the Fund. A parallel process will
aim to assess what the demarcation of effort
could and should be between the IMF and World
Bank. These processes are being undertaken in
an environment of apparent declining relevance
of traditional instruments of assistance offered
by the Bretton Woods Institutions to developing
countries at various levels and for different
purposes. What then is the prospect for
increasing aid effectiveness under these
circumstances?

The course of the debates through 2006 will be
reflected on at the DevNet panel on aid
effectiveness, in terms of success or failure in
achieving outcomes, and whether dialogue or
division were the main modes of engagement,
and in effects.

Millennium Development Goals and Sri
Lankan Responses: Poverty alleviation and
Gender Empowerment

Chandima Dilhani Daskon

Department of Geography, University of Sri
Jayewerdenapura, Sri Lanka & University of
Otago

Cdaskon @yahoo.com

The recent phenomenon on slow economic
growth and persistent poverty, armed conflict

and gendered social norms has contributed to
uneven development in Sri Lanka that impinges
on the quality of life of people. Even though that
poverty situation and gender inequality have
been reduced numerically, but have yet to
achieve in consonance with international
standards. The situation has been aggravated by
pushing people even deeper into the abyss owing
to the devastating impact of the recent tsunami in
Sri Lanka. Now the government is being
realizing that the Millennium commitment will
be achieved only through local action; local
resources and skills of people themselves with
the support of the policies and national financial
resources.

This paper provides a testimony of national
figures of the particular areas on Poverty and
Gender empowerment, while identifying
challenges and opportunities for the future.
Further, paper highlights the future prospects of
the nation for attaining MDGs particularly in the
areas of poverty and gender inequality with
special reference to national and sub national
level. One of the major challenges in predicting
and achieving the MDG:s is the regional
differences in MDGs achievements and the
absence of annual reporting on the relevant key
indicators.

ICT for Regional Development: An
Assessment of Video Broadcast Courses at the
University of the South Pacific.

Pramila Devi

University of the South Pacific
Lautoka Campus, Fiji
Devi_p@usp.ac.fj

Information and communication technology
(ICT) is seen as posing great potential for
development in developing countries. However,
it has also been substantiated that developing
countries need to harness ICT in order to
promote development. Two key indicators of the
ability of developing countries to take advantage
of ICT are the state of their ICT-based human
capital and infrastructure. This paper seeks to
explore the potential of ICT-based distance
education for regional development. In so doing,
it attempts to assess the video broadcast mode at
the University of the South Pacific (USP) for
delivering courses and developing human capital
in the South Pacific. The study findings
strengthen the claim that ICT-based distance



education poses potential for regional
development in the South Pacific.

Local Institutions for Wetland Management
in Ethiopia: sustainability and state
intervention

Alan Dixon

University of Otago
abd @geography.otago.ac.nz

Locally developed institutions that include rules
and regulations, common values and
mechanisms of conflict resolution are
increasingly regarded as adaptive grass-roots
solutions to natural resource management
problems in developing countries. Since they are
rooted in community social capital, rather than in
external, top-down decision making, they are
seen as being dynamic, flexible and responsive
to societal and environmental change and, as
such, they promote sustainability. Within this
context, this paper examines the case of local
institutions for wetland management in Western
Ethiopia. It examines how the structure and
functioning of these institutions have evolved in
response to a changing external environment,
and the extent to which this has facilitated the
sustainable utilisation of wetlands. It is
suggested that these local institutions do play a
key role in regulating wetland use, yet they have,
uncharacteristically, always relied on external
intervention to maintain their local legitimacy.
Now there are concerns that the institutional
arrangements are breaking down due to a lack of
support from local administrative structures and
current political ideology. This has major
implications for the sustainable use of wetland
resources and food security throughout the
region.

The Learning Journey of a Development
Sector

Eleanor Doig
Council for International Development

eleanor @cid.org,nz

The international development sector is full of
doers. We are often consumed by the needs of
which we are profoundly aware, and concerned
with doing whatever we can to alleviate the dire
situations of poverty, disease and disaster we

know exist for so many of the earth’s people. But
for all our efforts, over many years, poverty has
continued to increase, disease has spread and
natural and human disasters have occurred with
devastating effect. We have not ‘got it right.” We
need to learn how to do it better. We need to
value — and resource - the effort of reflecting,
thinking, learning, sharing, in order to
continually refine and inform the continued
development of the ‘development’ sector.

This paper examines learning in the international
development sector in NZ, tracing the expansion
of this function of the Council for International
Development, outlining the increasing focus on
conscious learning processes and in particular
how we are using these processes in approaching
the complex dilemma of effective monitoring
and evaluation.

Challenges Facing the Pharmaceutical Sector
in East Timor

Bruno Dos Santos, Pauline Norris, Wale Tobata,
David Woods

School of Pharmacy, University of Otago
Dosra259 @student.otago.ac.nz

East Timor became the world’s newest
independent state in May 2002. Centuries of
colonization and the bloody struggles of recent
decades have left East Timor with extreme
poverty, poor or non-existent infrastructure, high
levels of unemployment, low levels of education,
considerable health problems and a failing health
service.

Widespread and serious health problems
compromise development efforts. As in other
developing countries, the lack of appropriate and
high quality medicines significantly
compromises patient care. The aim of this study
was to explore and document the challenges
facing in the pharmaceutical sector in East
Timor. These include lack of trained staff, sub-
optimal facilities and lack of basic equipment.
These lead to unsafe practices, and continued
reliance on outside agencies, which is not
sustainable or desirable in the long term.

Bruno will be the first East Timorese pharmacist
when he finishes his studies at the University of
Otago. He has previously worked in the
pharmaceutical sector in East Timor and this talk



will draw on this experience and a research
project he carried out in the summer of 2005-6.

Grassroots Leprosy Organisations: Is Social
Inclusion and Empowerment possible for
members?

Isabelle Duff

Programme Manager
Leprosy Mission New Zealand

Leprosy has been a scourge and a source of fear
for thousands of years with social exclusion and
disempowerment resulting for millions of
people.

This paper discusses the impact of two recently
formed grassroots leprosy organisations as they
challenge historical perceptions of the disease. In
particular, the paper analyses how these
organisations are moving towards attaining
social inclusion and empowerment for their
members and the subsequent societal changes
which are occurring as a result. The paper covers
the Ethiopian and Chinese historical contexts as
they relate to leprosy and how the failure of
welfare programmes in both instances provided
significant impetus to members for collective
action thus opening the way to the empowering
journey of self-determination.

Swiss Development and Cooperation, as
Governance National Program Officer —
Tanzania, East Africa.

Jared Duhu
Jared_duhu@yahoo.com

It is an undisputed fact that there has been an
increase in the amount of bilateral and
multilateral aid from the North to the South to
address problems of poverty. However, it is also
a fact that less has been realized in reducing
poverty in recipient countries. This paper sets out
to look into whether donor coordination is
possible in the contemporary time and how it can
be done to increase the positive effects of aid. It
also looks into the challenges behind aid
coordination among donors.

The paper analyzes coordination at international
and country levels of both bilateral and
multilateral aid arrangements. Since the
mechanism of aid delivery is important on how
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aid is allocated and how effectively it will be
used, this paper also looks into delivery
mechanisms in the current aid regimes. The
paper draws lessons from the shift to support
institutions as opposed to emphasizing on
policies. Having briefly reviewed the success
stories in aid coordination like the Marshal Plan,
the EU in accession countries, Taiwan and
Korean cases on one side and the challenges
faced in SWAPs, HIPC debt-reduction programs,
PRSPs, PRGF and Government budget support
on the other, the paper concludes by making
recommendations.

Indigenous Participatory Institutions and
Practices in North Kordofan State/Sudan
Nawal El-Gack

PhD Candidate/ Institute of Development
Studies

Massey University
nelgack@yahoo.co.nz

Much of the literature place emphasis on the role of civil
society groups, but tends to focus on professional
development NGOs. It pays relatively little attention to
the strategic functions and role of grassroots
organisations and self-help groups (Mitlin, 2004:176).
Therefore, this paper aims to develop new understanding
of grassroots institutions, taking North Kordofan State
(NKS) in the Sudan as an example. The paper will
examine the local participatory institutions and practices
and reflect on the conflicting visions and ideas that
dominated the relationships between communities and a
development project (IFAD rural development project).

The local communities enjoy the heritage of productive
participative ways. The household is the focal concern for
all the members; they all work inside and outside to
maintain the survival and dignity of its members.
However, at the community level, people form their own
grassroots associations, which are services-oriented.
Some are managed by men, which deals with
construction and maintenance of community premises,
conflict resolutions and supporting those who serve the
community. Women on the other hand are involved in
participatory saving fund and social groups.

Participation in community development affairs
is seen as a value and an obligation. These social
norms are usually institutionalised through the
formation of groups and associations inside and
outside the area. Most of those who have power
try to do something in return for their villages.
This is in contrast to t the common assumption
that dominated the existing literature on power



relations, and tends to place power on an
oppressive frame, at the expense of its
productive aspects (Mosse, 2001). However, the
perspectives and practices of these communities
raise the issue of moral values and culture and
how it could be corporate within the externally
planned projects. It also directs our attention to
the need for developing and adopting new
approaches that focus on commitment,
obligations and understanding of locals’ visions
and ideas before enforcing our own.

Community development in the international
context — evaluating alternative food networks
in the Western Cape Province of South Africa

Brett Ellison

Department of Geography
University of Otago
ellbr676 @student.otago.ac.nz

Rural localities in post-apartheid South Africa
provide an interesting backdrop in which to
analyse community development within an
international context. Many rural localities have
endured a history of political, economic, and
social marginalisation, that have often served to
stunt the organic growth of community driven
development initiatives. Therefore the potential
for rural communities to engage with the
international market on a sound and confident
footing is an issue that warrants appreciation.
This paper considers the opportunities for rural
communities in the Western Cape Provinces to
promote job creation and alleviate poverty by
engaging in the international ‘Fair Trade’
market. The research has purposively selected
three case studies that have been utilising
indigenous plant products in order to stimulate
economic development in marginalised rural
localities. Harvested and processed into tea, the
indigenous plants are increasingly attracting the
interest of Fair Trade distributors in Europe and
North America. Qualitative data from field
research conducted in early 2006 will be utilised
that draws on the experiences and
understandings of local people. Furthermore, the
roles and functions of external stakeholders such
as NGOs, government, and Fair Trade
distributors will be conceptualised. In conclusion
this paper intends to add weight to the literature
on Alternative Food Networks (AFN) and Local
Economic Development (LED), in conjunction
with championing sustainable development
projects that pay heed to themes of local

knowledge, local skills, and local resources.
Finally, this paper endeavours to illustrate the
value in exploring international market demand
in order to stimulate local optimism and
economic development for rural communities in
South Africa.

Where to Neoliberalism? The World Bank
and the Post-Washington Consensus in
Indonesia and Vietnam

Susan Engel

University of Wollongong
sne99 @uow.edu.au

After the Asian Financial Crisis, the World Bank
claimed to have moved beyond the constraints of
the neoliberal Washington Consensus to a more
sophisticated and differentiated approach to
development. Academics have rightly labelled
this approach the post-Washington Consensus, as
it should be seen largely as a continuation of the
core Washington Consensus concerns. To core
Washington Consensus concerns of: budget
austerity, currency devaluation, price, trade and
banking liberalisation, privatisation and linked
programs of microeconomic ‘reform;’ the post-
Washington Consensus adds concern with:
democracy and participation, decentralisation,
pace and sequencing of reform and the social
costs of adjustment. The paper examines
whether, and to what extent, this new approach
has changed World Bank lending practices in
two case study countries: Indonesia and
Vietnam. The case studies indicate that post-
Washington Consensus concerns have influenced
lending and that the extent and type of influence
is reflective of the Bank-lender history. The
paper concludes with the question of whether
this new more sophisticated development
approach allows the Bank’s to pursue more
effectively its broader hegemonic project of
spreading and institutionalising American-
influenced neoliberal capitalism.

Politics of Inequality: Experiences from the
Solomon Islands.

Louisa Fakaia

Project Manager

Technical Vocational Education & Training
(TVET) Project

Honiara

Solomon Islands



Ifakaia @siartc.org.sb
Ifakaia@yahoo.com.au

Politics of inequality is experienced at different
levels by different people. These experiences can
vary from country to country.

In this paper, I will critically examine the politics
of inequality experienced by both rural and
urban women in the Solomon Islands. I will
look at factors such as culture and socio-
economic status of women in the Solomons to
determine what are the underlying reasons for
inequality. Women from both rural and urban
setting will be consulted to tell their stories.

In this paper, I wish to make some suggestions
for future improvements for Solomon Islands
women in their struggle for fairness and equality.

Putting child protection into development:
concerns and suggestions

Amalia Suzanne Fawcett

World Vision, New Zealand
Amalia.fawcett@worldvision.org.nz

Child protection should be a key part of
development. All communities have child
protection hurdles, but those particularly
economically or politically unstable have a
greater burden when addressing these concerns.

Using first hand experience, research and
interviews, child protection as a key part of
development will be discussed. This paper will
explore what child protection entails, how it
contributes to development and how to
incorporate it into programming. Themes such as
participation, cultural attitudes towards
childhood and resiliency will be included. Case
studies — such as Darfur, Northern Uganda and
Kosovo — will be used to illustrate best practices.

Not only can child protection contribute to
development, the lack thereof can jeopardise it
so the theme of ‘first do no harm’ will be
explored. This theme will discuss acting in the
best interests of the child. It is essential that
children and communities know what behaviour
to expect from development agencies as well as
providing them with reporting mechanisms
should concerns be raised.

Development interventions must incorporate
child protection to be as successful as possible.
Without factoring the welfare and protection of

children into these programmes we are in danger
of further jeopardising their ability to themselves
contribute.

The Effects of Donor-Recipient Partnership
on Aid Effectiveness and Coordination: Case
Studies of Reproductive Health Projects in the
Philippines

Maria Leny E. Felix

Centre for Reproductive Health Leadership and
Development, Inc., Philippines
leny410@yahoo.com

The involvement of international donors in
Philippine reproductive health care began in
1969 when the government recognized the need
to address the increasing population growth rate
and its relationship to poverty-related problems.
From 1971-1998 more than 50 percent of the
funds for reproductive health programs came
from external donors. Despite the donors’ huge
financial support, the overall trends still indicate
basic problems in maternal care and family
planning. Government and non-government
organisations have observed that aid
effectiveness is affected by internal and external
factors. The lack of donor coordination in
approaches, geographic focus and objectives of
funding assistance is another issue. To address
these issues, donors and recipients have started
to adopt the partnership strategy in implementing
reproductive health projects.

This study examines the objectives, processes
and outcomes of the partnership between donors
and recipients in reproductive health projects.
Specifically, the paper analyses the extent in
which the partnership has improved
accountability, transparency, participation and
capacity in delivering reproductive health
services. The Women’s Health and Safe
Motherhood Project-Partnerships Component of
the European Commission and the USAID’s
Local Government Performance Program will be
assessed using the multimethod case study
approach. Sustainability as key criteria for aid
effectiveness will also be assessed.

Commodification of public water?
Investigating how private sector participation
affects households in Tagbilaran City, the
Philippines

Karen Fisher



Australian National University
Karen.Fisher@anu.edu.au

Ensuring universal waterworks coverage for
urban residents has not yet been achieved across
Southeast Asia. As urban populations increase,
the ability to meet urban water demand is
constrained. In line with international
conferences and agreements such as the Dublin
Principles and the Millennium Development
Goals target of halving the number of people
without access to safe drinking water, private
sector participation in urban water provision has
been increasingly encouraged.

In this paper, I use the case of private sector
participation through a joint venture agreement
in Tagbilaran City, the Philippines to explore the
changing relationships between households,
waterworks utilities, water resource managers
and water resources. I unpack discourses
constructing water as a ‘public good’ and water
as a ‘commodity’ through a multi-scaled analysis
of hybrid water governance. Findings reveal
water as a heterogeneous entity such that water
‘under the ground’ is conceptualised differently
and engenders different relations to water ‘in the
faucet’. The shifting and multiple natures of
these often contested discourses are frequently
overlooked in polemical debates surrounding
private sector participation in urban water
services. Moreover, in this paper I refute claims
that privatisation is necessarily bad, and instead
point to the need for effective regulation and
open participation between all sectors of society.

The Digital Divide in India?: The ICT
Diaspora versus Virtual Villagers

Wardlow Friesen
SGES, University of Auckland
w.friesen @auckland.ac.nz

The importance of the ICT industry in the future
development of India has been widely discussed.
This involves the rapid development of ICT
industries in areas such as Bangalore, but also
increasingly involves a global diaspora of
Indians with ICT qualifications. At the same
time, a large proportion of India’s population has
little or no access to computers or to the skills to
use them. These two phenomena are not
necessarily in contradiction to each other, but
rather may merely represent the socioeconomic
polarisation of Indian society. However, this
paper considers whether there is potential for the

digital divide to be moderated using the expertise
of ICT specialists within India, but also within
the Indian diaspora.

The Universalisation of Social Rights

Andrea Fromm

University of Otago
froemmchen @yahoo.de

The General Comment by the Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in 2005
states that the “right to work is essential for
realizing other human rights and forms an
inseparable and inherent part of human dignity.”
Moreover, the UN Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) as well as the Heads of State and
Government participating in the 2005 World
Summit agree “that productive employment and
decent work have to be at the centre of economic
and social policies designed to achieve the
central Millennium Development Goal (MDG)
of halving poverty by 2015.”

The aim of this paper is to show and underline
the significance of universal social rights and the
right to decent work in particular at present and
for future global sustainable development. Based
on the thesis that social rights instead of soft
regulation are necessary to contribute to a just
economic and political inter- and trans-national
order, the paper highlights the necessity of
universalising social rights regimes. Mainly
based on Habermas’s general theory of human
rights the paper argues for a true universalisation
in an increasing globalising world especially
after the end of the Cold War and post 9/11. The
paper concludes in investigating if trans-national
advocacy networks have the capacity to support
the implementation of universal social rights
nowadays.

Sustainable Rural Development: Case Studies
from Zimbabwe and China

John Gould

Christian World Service
Project Coordinator
john.gould@cws.org.nz

Implementing successful and sustainable
development initiatives in rural communities has
always been difficult, but in the current
globalized context the challenges seem greater
than ever. Rural people are often forced to
operate within international economic and



political realities over which they have little
control. Prices for agricultural inputs and
produce are fixed in distance capitals, and
decisions over major infrastructural
developments such as water resources and
irrigation are often imposed with only token, if
any, consultation with the rural communities
impacted and marginalized by them, e.g. the
Three Gorges Dam in China.

One strategy which communities can adopt to
overcome externally imposed obstacles, is to
invest in appropriate technologies and systems
designed to increase their self-reliance. The two
case studies presented here, illustrate how two
very different marginalized communities, in arid
regions of Zimbabwe and Central China, have
successfully adopted this approach to achieve
their development goals and a greater sense of
empowerment. In each case, introducing
household level rainwater harvesting systems for
water supply and irrigation lay at the heart of
highly successful sustainable integrated rural
development initiatives. Both these examples
could provide useful models for programmes
elsewhere.

The Urban Challenge: Managing Fast-
growing Cities in Africa

Thomas Otieno Gowa

Voluntary Services Organisation,
Papua New Guinea
tgowa@yahoo.com

Sub-Saharan Africa, like many other regions in
the world, is confronted with the challenge of
rapid urbanization in the context of economic
stagnation, poor governance, and fragile public
institutions. It is estimated that by the year 2010
approximately 55 per cent of Africans will be
residing in cities. This urban growth has brought
with it a host of problems, including
unemployment and underemployment, a
burgeoning informal sector, deteriorating
infrastructure and service delivery capacity,
overcrowding, environmental degradation, and
an acute housing shortage, Moreover, this urban
explosion coexists with an economic base that is
inadequate to the task of providing either jobs or
urban services to the population.

This paper considers some of the key problems,
economic, social and physical that have been
brought about by rapid urbanisation in Africa.
They command the attention of policy makers
and include the urban-rural imbalance, urban
poverty, inappropriate regulatory framework,
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weak municipal institutions and poor revenue
base, deficiencies in infrastructure and basic
services, insufficient water supply, poor and
costly urban transport systems, shelter provision
and inadequate financial services.

In light of the above challenges, the paper
proposes that the key focus for the next decade
and beyond, should revolve around improving
urban governance, strengthening the power of
local authorities, building the foundations for a
sound municipal revenue base, designing a
strategy to tackle urban poverty, improving
urban environmental management, improving
the policy environment for shelter provision,
expanding the scope for greater participation by
NGOs and CBOs and enabling an efficient and
cost-effective transport system.

NGO’s Advocacy in Development Dialogue
Gill Greer

Executive Director, NZ Family Planning
Association
gill.greer @fpanz.org.nz

The International Conference on Population and
Development, the World Summit on Sustainable
Development, the MDGs 2005, the 2005 UN
World Summit, the UNGASS Declaration of
commitment on HIV/AIDS: The promises of
development have been made repeatedly, so how
can NGOs participate in the ensuing
development dialogue, and contribute to
ensuring the development of their communities?
What are the barriers that limit their participation
in the dialogue, and their countries’ achievement
of the MDGs? Why are community NGOs
perspectives important?

This paper will consider some of these issues in
relation to NGO advocacy, particularly in
relation to achieving the MDGs and importance
of good reproductive health in achieving the
MDGs. It will consider the linkages that can be
made between local, national, regional and
international advocacy and how effective these
can be.

Efficient training in the national labour code
and international labour standards in terms
of sustainable development. A case study of
the Vietnamese Textile and Garment
Industry.

Hellen Haile



Victoria University of Wellington

Labour standards: the Vietnamese textile and
garment industry

The overall purpose of this study is to find out,
how training in labour standards needs to be
carried out efficiently, in terms of sustainable
development. Therefore, I assessed training
programs and practices in labour standards
within a developing country situation, to advance
such labour standard training services and
improve working conditions, labour quality and
productivity.

A Beginners’ Guide to Small Area Estimation
of Poverty

Stephen Haslett

Massey University
s.j.haslett@massey.ac.nz

Sound information is a prerequisite to assessing
poverty levels, optimal distribution of aid, and
any changes in poverty. Fine level information is
however difficult to obtain directly, since even
national sample surveys of poverty have sample
sizes that are too small to provide direct
estimates at a sufficiently detailed level.
Statistical modelling, often using a combination
of survey and census data, provides a cost
effective method of getting the required finer
level information. This statistical possibility has
lead to a standard World Bank methodology for
‘small area estimation’ of poverty that has now
been used in variant forms in over 30 countries,
by the World Bank and the World Food
Programme among other agencies. Small area
estimates are often used to produce detailed
poverty maps, for example of expenditure
poverty and kilocalorie consumption, or stunting,
underweight and wasting in children. The paper
provides a beginners’ guide to this methodology,
focusing on principles rather than mathematics,
and discussing some of the underlying
assumptions. The method is illustrated using
results and maps from poverty measurement
projects in Bangladesh, the Philippines and
Nepal.

Aid Hazards in the life of rural people

M. Enamul Haque

Programmes Officer, Friendship A leading
National NGO of Bangladesh working on
Health, Education, Relief and Rehabilitation in
nomad (Islands) lands of Bangladesh.

haque.enam @ gmail.com

The one of the significant problems of
development sectors of the third world countries
is misuse of aids or development grants. Instead
of creating positive change in the life of the
people, it creates many hazards to their lives.
Without having proper assessment and
understanding of the target areas and population,
implementing agencies and donors are creating
mess in the areas. Though the whole area is in
lack of development, many NGOs have been
involved in that mess process in the name
development activities. They do not have any
goal and policy for the development of the area
apart from creating jobs for them.

The donors have also problems. They are
defaulted with their pre-structured ideology and
they can not think beyond their structure. They
want to create solution of the local problems
according to their global thinking. Even they do
not consider the demand or the priority of the
areas. They want the NGOs to implement their
ideas. NGOs only want their jobs. So they do not
hesitate to conduct the project. Moreover donors
do not have coordination and coalition among
different donors. As a result all together they are
doing unwanted activities and it does not create
any positive change to their life. At the same
time many people are losing the self-efficiency
capacity and remaining in the same situation.

Microfinance in Postwar Afghanistan:
Towards a Conflict-Sensitive Approach

Michael David Harvey

Massey University
mdharvey@paradise.net.nz

The provision of microfinance is being
increasingly recognised as crucial to post-
conflict economic reconstruction. Most writers
on post-conflict microfinance (PCM) have
outlined the considerable challenges which
microfinance providers face in these unstable
situations, and have offered valuable operational
advice on how to meet those challenges.
However, little has been written on how PCM
has impacted upon the clients themselves, or
whether it has assisted them to re-establish



viable livelihoods. Secondly, even though
postwar situations are unstable due to unresolved
sources of tension, most PCM literature lacks a
systematic treatment of how providers could be
‘conflict-sensitive’, i.e. strive to take
preventative measures to reduce the possibility
that intervention will exacerbate tensions, and
implement pro-active strategies to help build
peace. This paper introduces a conflict-sensitive
schema whereby microfinance can go beyond its
traditional role of poverty alleviation to that of
conflict mitigation. Postwar Afghanistan serves
as the context in which the schema is
constructed. The country still faces a number of
challenges which could contribute to renewed
violence, including poverty, inter-ethnic
tensions, weak local governance, and the largest
opium sector in the world. This study examines
what role the young microfinance sector plays in
attempting to address these issues and what
impact it is having on Afghan livelihoods and
society.

Contributing to Change?: NGDO
Involvement in the Policy Process

Kathryn Hay

Massey University, New Zealand
K.S.Hay@massey.ac.nz

This paper will present the initial stages of
doctoral research that will seek to examine why
and how non-governmental development
organisations (NGDO) are involved in the public
policy making process, both in New Zealand and
Fiji. The contribution of interest groups to the
development of public policy is well
documented; however, research focused on the
involvement of NGDOs in this process is
limited. The role of interest groups in the policy
environment can be determined by four key
factors including 1) the political culture and
which groups are seen to be legitimate or non-
legitimate actors in the policy process; 2) the
institutional culture; 3) the nature of the party
system including whether groups are considered
to be ‘insiders or outsiders’ and how this is
determined; and 4) the nature and style of public
policy, in particular the influencing theories of
politics (Heywood, 2002). The purpose of this
paper is to articulate a theoretical framework for
the subsequent research project by explaining
how these factors shape NGDO involvement in
public policy-making.

The IMF's second generation initiatives: a fig
leaf for political interference?

Caroline Henckels

Department of Justice, New Zealand
caro.henckels @justice.govt.nz

The International Monetary Fund’s Articles of
Agreement proscribe involvement in the
domestic political affairs of its members. This
article examines criticisms of the Fund’s
operations (particularly loan conditionality) as
departing from its mandate of balance of
payments stability and creep into the political
affairs of Third World member states. Following
criticisms of usury and mismanagement of the
Asian financial crisis, the Fund sought to
transform public perception of its operations by
describing its programs in the language of
poverty reduction, ‘ownership,” ‘good
governance’ and ‘technical assistance’. Analysis
of the range of devices the Fund has utilised to
avoid criticisms of ultra vires behaviour shows
that the scope of the Fund’s operations has
continued to expand despite its promulgation of
a purportedly normative, technocratic discourse.
If legitimation of the activities of international
organisations occurs by state consent, the
sovereignty of the Fund’s debtors continues to be
eroded by its operations, leading to renewed
questions as to the Fund’s legitimacy.

Khunde Hospital: 40 years as an aid project
in Nepal

Susan Heydon

University of Otago
heydon.family@xtra.co.nz

In 1966 Sir Edmund Hillary of New Zealand
built a small hospital at Khunde in the remote Mt
Everest area of Nepal to provide health services
for the approximately three thusand mainly
Sherpa who lived in the surrounding district.
This paper, based on research for my doctoral
thesis about the hospital’s history and two years
as a volunteer at the hospital, explores why
Khunde Hospital was established as an aid
project, why it has continued to be and how staff
at Khunde negotiated the hospital’s position
within this framework. It provides an historical
case study that reveals the complexity of issues



surrounding the implementation of an aid
project. Through examining the hospital as an
aid project I argue that multiple and multi-
layered aid relationships, with their expectations
and obligations, were established between
different donors, the hospital and the community.
These relationships were grounded in the
specific local and national contexts of Khunde
Hospital’s situation in the Everest region of
Nepal and were influenced by a shifting
international aid and development discourse
throughout the period.

Tarawa Urban Futures

Adjunct Professor John Hockings!
Phil Clark?

Director, Pacific Architecture Unit!
Project Officer, Institute for Sustainable
Resources?

Queensland University of Technology
Brisbane, Australia
john.hockings @ architectus.com.au
pa.clark@qut.edu.au

The Republic of Kiribati is small Island nation
comprising 33 low lying coral atolls which
straddle the equator in the central South Pacific.
Kiribati’s capital South Tarawa is facing a severe
urban crisis. Across all of South Tarawa high
population densities have produced extreme
housing shortages and high unemployment,
resulting in all the major social, environmental
and health problems which attach to these issues.

This paper concerns itself with the Tarawa Urban
futures project. The project offers a clear holistic
picture of an attractive sustainable future capital
for Kiribati. The project demonstrates how a
fully sustainable INTEGRATED urban centre
would work - how culturally appropriate
infrastructure, housing, commercial
development, industrial development, education,
civic development and agricultural development
would all work together.

The proposal demonstrates how appropriate
housing, sustenance agriculture, employment,
transport and recreation would form an
integrated sustainable system. Further, it
demonstrates how waste, water, power and
sewage can be managed within a sustainable
integrated total system at minimum energy use
and cost. Most importantly, the Tarawa Urban

Futures project demonstrates how Kiribati
culture, and the principles of traditional built
form and land management practices can be
integrated with the latest global thinking on
sustainable urban development to create a new
form of urban environment appropriate for the
peoples of Kiribati, and potentially for peoples
across the Pacific.

Children Clubs in action: Integrating Child
Protection Education into Arts and Culture

Joanna Holmes and Paul Martell

World Vision, New Zealand
joanna.holmes @worldvision.org.nz

The Cambodia Children at High Risk Prevention
Project (CHRPP) is the second of two projects
funded by WVNZ that aims to enhance child
protection in rural Cambodian communities and
prevent the sexual exploitation of children in
high-risk areas. A participatory evaluation of the
first project revealed that the venture had helped
decrease the prevalence of child trafficking and
abuse from 45 to five percent over four years.

Cambodia CHRPP utilises child run children’s
clubs and mobile libraries to provide awareness
raising on the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, domestic violence, sexual exploitation,
AIDS, drug use and child trafficking alongside
reading and drawing, Khmer traditional dancing
and games. The project also partners with rural
communities, government departments and local
police, helping them to recognise and respond to
child protection issues.

We would like to give a presentation on the
lessons learnt from these projects and exchange
best practices with participants on child
protection work by other agencies.

Developing Pacific Labour Market Policy
Principles: is there a roadmap through trade?

Scott Hook

University of Queensland
sm_hook @yahoo.co.uk

The economic performance of the Pacific Island
economies continues to be less than mpressive.
Recent discussions and previous developments
in recent years to increase trade reform within
the region and with nations outside the region



continues to gather momentum. However, there
is some doubt that the region without
complementary economic reform, particularly in
the labour and product markets, would be able to
adjust effectively to any trade deal.

This paper seeks to explore the link between the
growing trade reform agenda of many Pacific
economies and labour market reform. Would the
current trade reform process lead to the
development of a roadmap of wider economic
reform or are they new ingredients to a
unwelcome recipe for change? Are current
reform to the Pacific prone to failure without
wider institutional changes? This paper seeks to
focus on key economies in the region, such as
Fiji and PNG.

Human Rights Panel Session
Panel: Human rights and development
Chair: Don Clarke, NZAID

The key features of a human rights approach to
humanitarian and development assistance are:
non-discrimination, participation, and
partnership. Linking action to states obligations
under international human rights instruments is
also important to increasing civil society
awareness of those obligations and encouraging
citizens to hold governments to account.

Equitable access to, and use of, social services
(eg health care, education, and economic
opportunities), is central to poverty elimination
and achieving the millennium development goals
and other international targets. This in turn
requires policy and programming that does not
unfairly discriminate against some groups or
individuals. Each of the panellists will illustrate
with examples from their work the impact of
unfair discrimination, how it can be avoided and
the benefits of non-discrimination.

The panellists will speak for 10 minutes and then
address some questions for clarification. A
general discussion will follow the round of
speeches.

Maximising Community Assets and Resources
in HIV / AIDS Prevention in Nigeria

Christian Iyiani

University of Otago

Christian. Iyiani @stonebow.otago.ac.nz

Analysis of HIV/Aids prevention in the Ajegunle
community of Lagos State revealed that INGOs
and official agencies and female sex workers,
street youth, medical doctors and nurses,
ordinary women and men in the community were
‘talking past each other’. The INGO discourse
was restricted to [curative] tertiary prevention
(ARYV drugs, testing etc), and secondary
prevention (condoms, abstinence, behavioural
modification etc) with little attention to primary
prevention (structural issues), which loomed-
large at the grassroots. A follow-up study has
shown support, from a broad—based community
consultation, for the use of, largely ignored,
cultural and community assets (traditional
healers, and cultural groups and community-
based organisations (CBOs)[including Faith-
based groups]) for preventive action, which
especially recognises the importance of social
and cultural factors for primary prevention
(women’s rights, domestic violence, migration
and unemployment, discrimination, cultural
beliefs, poverty etc). Yet the effectiveness of
CBOs has been limited due to lack of technical
competencies, funds, and trust from the locals,
especially for CBOs that have connection with
INGOs. This suggests the need to build the
capacity to utilise community assets, and
resources in HIV/Aids prevention. It highlights
the need to combine primary, secondary, and
tertiary prevention in line with community
development principles and actions to make
progress in HIV/Aids prevention.

Aid and economic growth in pacific islands:
an empirical study of aid effectiveness in Fiji

T.K. Jayaraman

School of Economics

Faculty of Business and Economics,
The University of the South Pacific
Laucala Bay Road, Suva, Fiji Islands
jayaraman-tk @usp.ac.fj

Chee-Keong Choong

Department of Economics

Faculty of Accountancy and Management
Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman, Malaysia
choongck @mail.utar.edu.my

Pacific island countries (PICs), ever since their
independence in the second half of the last



century, have been among the world’s top ten
recipients of official development assistance
(ODA) on a per capita basis. Until the mid
1990s, most of them were receiving aid from
their erstwhile colonial masters for budgetary
support. With the introduction of reforms in
ODA delivery in the late 1990s with focus on
program-and project-tied aid, it was expected
that aid would directly facilitate creation of
much needed growth enhancing infrastructures,
physical as well as social, since domestic savings
were found to be insufficient to finance them.
However, continued stagnation in some PICs and
deterioration in some others have been causing
concerns. This paper seeks to examine the
effectiveness of aid by undertaking a case study
of Fiji, which has a longer time series data
needed for econometric investigation. Based on
the study findings, the paper lists some policy
conclusions relevant to the region.

The State, the Market, and Inequalities:
When Chinese Peasants Encounter Market-
Oriented Reform

Taikun Ji
University of Alberta, Canada
taikun@ualberta.ca

Inequalities of income distribution are more than
empirical statistics. Rather, they bear a
significant mark of alignments of social forces
and arrangements of institutions in historically
specific time and space. This paper will argue
that part of Chinese miracle is the exploitation,
marginalization and exclusion of hundreds of
millions of peasants, which gives rise to
widening inequalities across China during the
past decade. The process of Chinese market-
oriented reform is often characterized by the
alliance between the state and the capital to
extract surplus from the rural sector. Based on
official statistics, this paper will show that the
rural/urban divide is the most critical source of
the rapidly widening gaps in China. It then
argues that the rural/urban divide is the
consequence of a series of exclusive institutional
arrangements. However, this coercive and
exclusive social configuration not only leads to
fierce contestation and resistance by the peasants
but also puts detrimental limits on further surplus
extraction and accumulation. As a response,
Chinese government begins to change its
development strategy and pays more attention to

the rural sector, which possibly signals the
coming of the second phase of what Karl Polanyi
called double-movement in Chinese context.

The political costs of conditionality
Kristin Johnson and Moana Vercoe

Claremont Graduate University
Kristinj @ gmail.com

Are there differences in basic physical well-
being between the island nations of the
Caribbean and those of the South Pacific? Does
the duration and consistency of the colonial
experience impact quality of life in independent
island nations? This paper offers insights into
the development trajectories and the policy
options available to small island entities. It
identifies challenges associated with the
implications of the colonial past. In employing a
variety of both social quality of life indicators
(such as literacy rates) and physical survival
measures (including infant mortality, life
expectancy) this paper explores these questions.
Particular attention is paid to colonial history and
the development of institutions since history,
tradition, culture and ideology are all actively
involved in development and nation building.

UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION IN
UGANDA: ACHIEVEMENTS AND
CHALLENGES (THE CASE OF KAMULI
DISTRICT).

Mugambwa Joshua

NAMASAGALI UNIVERSITY -UGANDA
mugambwaj @yahoo.com

Universal Primary Education is one of the sub
sectors that were decentralised in Uganda to
improve the quality service delivery with the
ultimate objective of achieving the Millennium
goal of a quality free Universal Primary
Education (UPE) for all by 2015. The paper
highlights the challenges and analyses the
progress of Universal Primary Education in
Uganda by reviewing the literature and from a
survey of one of the rural Districts; Kamuli
District. It concentrates on the impact of
decentralisation on school governance from the
District to the grass root school level. Whereas
some achievements have been made under
decentralisation, a number of constraints remain.
The paper identifies three main challenges



namely; lack of funding, inefficient and
incompetent human resources and incomplete
decentralisation leading to other problems.
These limit the ability of local leaders to
adequately implement the Universal Primary
Education program. The paper suggests various
reforms necessary to improve the progress of
the millennium goal achievement. It concludes
with an observation that is hard to achieve
sustainable UPE within the stipulated time frame
if the highlighted challenges continue to prevail.
UPE should not be dependent on declarations by
governments and isolated successes but must be
connected to entire national goal progress.

Defining Poverty — the Samoan way
Maria Kerslake

Senior Lecturer — National University of Samoa
m.kerslake @nus.edu.ws

The conventional development scholarship and
practice on poverty issues believe that
underdeveloped countries live in poverty and
that its citizens live in poverty. Poverty is often
seen and measured by experts mostly from
developing countries. This paper discusses
findings of a study on how the Samoans see and
define poverty. The study included two villages
one from Savaii the bigger island of the Samoan
archipelago and one from the main island of
Upolu. The study revealed interesting aspects
which covers the socio-cultural way in which
people see and define poverty. The study also
found a close connection between religious
responsibilities, cultural responsibilities and
poverty issues. It is studies like these that can
help identify pertinent issues that affect
development and empower indigenous people to
make changes that are pertinent to their lives.

Theory after the Hegemon: from post-
development to neo-development.

Trevor King

International Pacific College
Palmerston North.
trevorking@pl.net

The concept of development used in
development studies has an intellectual history
founded in correspondence with the spread of
industrialism and the world capitalist system

from its European foundations, and consequently

development theories reflect themes suggesting
universal omnipotence. Postdevelopment
approaches expose the injustice and
unsustainability of this worldwide hegemon, but
struggle to coordinate concepts of development
that have beginnings in the world outside of
European history. Many indigenous communities
live sustainability in a world outside of the
“global system’. They change over time adapting
with the environment. Why is their change not
called development? In reversal, perhaps their
process is development, but our ahistoric and
Eurocentric blinkers blind us? Perhaps we can
construct a theory of “indigenous’ development
that is constructive from the bottom-up in
addition to challenging the omnipotent status
quo? No longer postdevelopment but
neodevelopment! Here I put forward a
framework of how I believe we should proceed,
reflecting on Cowen and Shentons’ discussion of
the history of “Eurocentric’ development and
reframing the immanent/intentional division
contingent upon indigenous and small island
state processes.

Gender, Migration and Remittances: A
Bangladesh Experience

Amy Knowles, Carola Reyes, Kenneth Jackson

Centre for Development Studies,
University of Auckland, New Zealand
k.jackson@auckland.ac.nz

The paper investigates the importance of
migration and remittances from a development
perspective in Bangladesh. Official figures show
that financial flows from remittances are now
second only to foreign direct investment and
they exceed official development assistance.
This has sparked the interest of development
policy makers who emphasise the economic
value of migrant remittances in achieving
poverty reduction and economic growth
outcomes for Bangladesh, which is a main
exporter of labour particularly to the Middle East
and Malaysia.

The phasing out of the Multi-Fibre Agreement
has particular significance for gender
development in Bangladesh, given that the
garment industry is the biggest employer of
women in the formal economy. International
formal migration is investigated as a potential
coping strategy to offset unemployment with



many women migrating through informal
channels.

The hazy nature of knowledge about female
migration from Bangladesh in part stems from
WTO policy regarding the movement of ‘natural
persons’. This policy facilitates the mobility of
highly skilled migrants, rather than the mass
movement of people that has accompanied trade
liberalisation. Informal migration leaves women
particularly vulnerable to abuse.

We explore the economic and social implications
and outcomes for Bangladeshi women from their
integration into the international economy.

Social Capital, Egalitarianism and Foreign
Aid Allocations

Stephen Knowles

Department of Economics
University of Otago.
sknowles @business.otago.ac.nz

This paper explores the issue of whether
countries that have higher levels of social capital,
and/or are more egalitarian, are more generous in
terms of donating foreign aid. The empirical
results suggest that, in countries with a more
equal distribution of income, aid allocations by
the government are higher, but donations to non-
government aid organisations by the private
sector are lower. There is a positive correlation
between the level of social capital and aid
allocated by both the government and the private
sector.

Poverty in the Land of Miracles: a study of
reforms and poverty alleviation strategies in
Chile

Lida Kousary

Victoria University of Wellington
kousarlida@student.vuw.ac.nz

Since the mid-1980s, Chile’s economy and
politics have served as a controversial and yet
fascinating laboratory for economic and political
development studies. Chile has been held up as a
development model for Latin American countries
and other developing nations, and often referred
to as a ‘miracle economy’. An exceptional record
of poverty reduction adds another accolade to
this frequently cited miracle economy. Within

the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
context, Chile is the only developing country in
the Latin American continent, which has already
cut its poverty rate in half. Despite an
outstanding record in poverty reduction, Chile
has been unable to deal with hard-core poverty.
In 2002, the Chilean government launched an
innovative anti-poverty programme ‘Chile
Solidario’, which is the first of its kind in a
developing country to take a multidisciplinary
approach to combat extreme poverty. The ‘Plan’
claims to be an innovative and holistic approach
to poverty alleviation and uses one-stop social
protection shop, conditional cash-transfers, and
psychosocial support to empower and build
capacity for indigent families.

This paper examines the impacts of major
reforms (economic and social policies) on
poverty and income inequality within the context
of the political paradigm shift in Chile, over the
past three decades. In doing so it reflects on
theoretical conceptualisation and key successful
strategies for poverty reduction by the
democratic governments of the past 15 years.
The paper will also provides a summary
evaluation of the Chile Solidario Plan as an
innovative case study that could be replicated by
other developing countries in their fight against
poverty

Ecotourism development — challenges for
Vietnam

Thi Nhu Hoa Le
University of Queensland, Australia
s4001201 @student.uq.edu.au

Ecotourism is considered as a key trend of
sustainable tourism development in Vietnam
which aiming to poverty alleviation, as stated in
the government’s development strategy.
However, if ecotourism really happened in the
country to help reducing poverty is still a
question. The term is popular and has been
proliferated used by tour operators while the
genuine ecotourism products are not easy to find.
The research first provides the evaluation of
current situation of ecotourism development in
Vietnam with a view of government’s and
tourism industry’s roles. This is the background
for further study of how to establish ecotourism
according to local conditions or how to stop this
term to be misunderstood and abused. Findings
of this study would help a lot in motivating
tourism industry towards being “green” and



adapt ecotourism principles into their business.
This also means that local communities can
benefit more from tourism while be able to
maintain their traditional lifestyles within the
conserved natural settings.

The Dynamics of Urban Agriculture in Hanoi

Brody Lee and Professor Tony Binns
University of Otago
brodyrosslee @ gmail.com

In many developing countries, urban and peri-
urban agriculture makes a significant
contribution to the livelihoods of urban
populations, in terms of providing food security
and income generation. In Hanoi, Vietnam’s
capital city, urban and peri-urban agriculture is a
longstanding feature, but rapid urban growth is
leading to increasing conflict over land use, such
that urban and peri-urban agriculture is now
seriously threatened. Drawing on recent field-
based research, which examined local actors’
knowledge and perceptions of the changes that
are occurring in urban and peri-urban agriculture
in the city, the paper identifies some of the key
trends and underlying environmental and socio-
economic factors, and considers the future
sustainability of the practice.

Evaluating the effectiveness of aid in
promoting service delivery in post conflict
Solomon Islands communities

Brian Lenga

Centre for Development Studies
University of the South Pacific
Suva, Fiji.

blenga@yahoo.com

Aid delivery in communities emerging from
conflict is challenging. Consequently, there is an
ongoing quest for innovative delivery and
assessment methods. In the Solomon Islands,
apart from its ongoing assistance to support
poverty alleviation and security issues, aid
provided by AusAID also aimed at revitalizing
service delivery in remote villages. With a
comprehensive understanding of post-conflict
situations together with the right incentive
structures, aid projects are more likely to be
empowering and successful. This study uses a
combination of the New Institutional Economics
approach and the Social Capital framework to
analyse the effectiveness of services projects
funded by the AusAID-CPRF in the

Northwestern Region of Guadalcanal Province in
the Solomon Islands. After primary and
secondary data were collected and analysed for
four services projects, it was found that: (i)
projects are successful if they are consistent with
the real needs of the recipients; (ii) coordination
between aid donors, recipients, local government
and national government department is
important; and (iii) the project design provides
appropriate incentives for the participants and
other stakeholders to be included in the project.

First, Second, Third World Societies, All gone
- one world, one world living

Coralie Leyland
Victoria University
coralieeleyland @hotmail.com

This paper will consider these issues in relation
to developed, under-developed, and developing
countries.

The key question is, “Is the developed nation
state the best model on which to continue our
civilization in the 21st century and beyond?”
What might be the alternatives?

Europe over the last several hundred years
reveals a story of nation states in continuous or
repeated conflict.

Poverty exacerbates tribal conflict and religious
conflict. How societies develop: tribal, feudal,
the modern state in its various permutations from
centrally controlled to free market and into the
global economy. J K Galbraith says that
capitalism as it matures is essentially an
international system. The paper will examine the
costs and benefits of such an international
economic system.

The terms of the armistice in 1918 ensured that
the vanquished countries were unable to recover
economically. This meant that the seeds of
World War 2 were well and truly planted.

The Great War: the war to end all wars? Not just
the simple cessation of hostilities, but more
importantly the building peace through justice
and fairness.

LINKS BETWEEN POVERTY AND
ALCOHOL: SO WHAT?

Sally Liggins and Rekha Dayal

Massey University (Sally)

International consultant on gender and poverty
(Rekha)

s.a.liggins@massey.ac.nz



r.dayal @airtelbroadband.in

Over the last two decades the development
community has been obliged to measure and
redefine poverty beyond the conventional
income parameters. It is now recognized that
there are many social dimensions of poverty and
these collectively determine the vulnerability of
the poor and particularly women.

Within this perspective, there is accumulating
evidence globally; including in the Pacific
countries that the impact of alcohol is a cause as
well as a manifestation of poverty. With the
rapid globalization of the manufacture,
marketing and sale of alcohol it is becoming an
increasingly significant factor in social,
economic and disease burdens. If we are to
maximise progress towards the Millennium
Development Goal of elimination of poverty,
governments and donors need to acknowledge
the extent of alcohol related harms and support
effective strategies to minimise its role in and
contribution to poverty and violence against
women.

This paper highlights the impact of alcohol in the
Western Pacific region, especially on women.
The authors will argue for the formulation,
implementation and monitoring of effective
alcohol policies across the region in the context
of the World Health Assembly’s 2005 resolution
on alcohol. The role of governments, NGOs,
donors and the alcohol industry will be discussed
in relation to alcohol control policies.

Contemporary Development Discourses on
Land Reform and Social Justice

Carmen Lindemann and Violeta Schubert

School of Anthropology, Geography and
Environmental Studies

University of Melbourne, Australia
c.lindemann@pgrad.unimelb.edu.au

Frequently, themes used by development
practitioners and various activists to promote
land reform policies include poverty reduction,
food sovereignty, sustainability of livelihoods or
political stability. This paper reviews the
relationship between contemporary development
discourses on land reform policies and issues
relating to social justice from the perspective of
the peasants and the so-called landless peasants.
Various strategies for promoting more equitable
access to land are typically sustained by
concerns for protecting peasant identities and

land rights. The case study of land reform
policies in the State of Rio Grande do Sul,
Brazil, shows that in many ways land reform
policies have exacerbated land conflicts and land
invasions and promoted further inequality and
social injustice.

Livelihood Training in East New Britain
Province, Papua New Guinea

Mathias Liu, Allan Oliver, Hosea Turbarat and
Keith Woodford

University of Vudal and Lincoln University
lium8 @lincoln.ac.nz
woodfork @lincoln.ac.nz

The Integrated Agriculture Training Program is
designed to improve livelihoods and alleviate
poverty in the East New Britain Province of
Papua New Guinea. The emphasis has been on
developing and delivering farmer centered
training modules to enhance rural households’
ability to independently make decisions in wise
use and allocation of resources. The training
modules extend beyond improving agricultural
production methods, sustainable livelihood
planning and business management training
subjects such as book keeping, household
budgeting, small farm-business analysis, savings
and credit, marketing and supply chain
management. The program is implemented by
involving public and private accredited trainers.
In the four years the program has been
implemented it has reached more than 4500 rural
smallholder male and female farmers across both
from the crowded and developed Gazelle
Peninsula and also to villages lacking road
access. A monitoring and evaluation system has
indicated positive outcomes at all levels
including farmers, trainers, institutions and for
decision making processes at the provincial
government level. Evaluations have provided
insights that have been incorporated into the
program.

Managing Fire in Central Australia: The
Politics of Knowledge for Project Success

Kirsten Maclean

PhD Scholar, School of Resources, Environment
and Society, The Australian National University,
Australia

kirsten.Maclean@anu.edu.au



Debates in the contemporary environment and
development literature continue to highlight the
importance of knowledge for ecologically
sustainable development. However, these
debates often perpetuate dichotomies between
what is articulated by critics as the imperialistic
practice and application of western scientific
knowledge and the positioning of Indigenous
knowledge as panacea for environment and
development problems. The success of local
scale ecologically sustainable development
projects that bring together scientists and
Indigenous people is contingent upon moving
beyond such dichotomies. This paper engages
with these debates by considering the many
knowledge cultures active in one such project in
central Australia. This project engages
scientists, pastoralists and Aboriginal people
from the region to consider what it means to
manage fire across different land tenures.
Acknowledging and subsequently celebrating the
limitations of these many knowledge cultures
provides the means to move beyond the
previously mentioned knowledge dichotomies.
Furthermore, it opens the opportunity to
conceive of new ways to manage local scale
environmental management and community
development projects. This paper demonstrates
a theoretical and practical strategy to facilitate
the process of cultural hybridity that is argued as
necessary for project success.

The Politics of Public Space and Cultural
Heritage in a Sacred Landscape: old houses
and new malls in Jogjakarta.

Graeme MacRae

Massey University, Auckland.
G.S.MacRae @massey.ac.nz

Jogjakarta appears on the surface an ordinary
Southeast Asian city. But it is a special place in
the cultural landscape of Indonesia: site of the
founding of the nation; a special political status
within the republic; wellspring of democracy and
political activism but ruled by an entrenched
traditional aristocracy; city of universities, artists
and architects but also of tourists, middle-class
retirees and developers; a rich heritage of quiet,
green kampungs and markets, streets and houses
threatened by traffic and pollution problems out
of proportion to its size; a sacred landscape being
transformed by commercial real-estate and
shopping-mall developments.

These contradictions are the basis of growing
contest over the cultural meanings embedded in
the public space of Jogjakarta, and rights to
ownership and control of them. Various groups
with divergent understandings of and visions for
the city debate and compete for this control:
middle-class émigrés, developers, grass-roots
NGOs, architects and academics, a cultural
heritage society, and the Sultan himself, who is
both hereditary protector of the sacred landscape
and leading promoter of economic development.
This paper reports on preliminary research
mapping these landscapes and their
transformations and, locates them in broader
contexts of urban space in global conditions of
neo-liberal development.

Marketing Poverty

Susan Maiava

The Leprosy Mission

(formerly Massey University)
susan.maiava@xtra.co.New Zealand

Development agencies, activists and advocates
face dilemmas as they portray the people of the
Third World in the Western media in order to
raise funds or try to achieve changes in Western
policy or consumer behaviour. While doing so
they are also indirectly ‘educating’ the West
about development issues. How accurate are the
images they portray or is the Third World being
misrepresented? What models and strategies are
being used and what underlying assumptions are
they based on? How do they influence and shape
Western perceptions of the nature of poverty and
the solutions to it?

This paper examines the dilemmas faced and the
models used that underlie ‘the marketing of
poverty’, using examples from development
agencies, advocacy groups and the marketing of
‘Fair Trade’ products. Particular attention is paid
to concepts of passivity as compared to agency
and welfare as compared to empowerment.

Empowerment: A discourse of mass
destruction?

Jonathan Makuwira

Indigenous Learning, Spirituality and Research
Centre-Nulloo Yumbah

Central Queensland University, Australia
j-makuwira@cqu.edu.au



The recent hype and ascendancy of the discourse
of empowerment has generated a heated debate
not only among development and policy experts
but also those supposedly to be empowered. In
particular, questions have been raised on the
underlying assumptions inherent in the discourse
and, more so, the tensions that exist between
theory and practice.

The paper aims to contribute to the ongoing
debate about the politics of empowerment. While
the paper begins by deconstructing the
theoretical principles that underlie
empowerment, it seeks to show how the concept
is covertly used to subjugate and create power
imbalance between the ‘empowerers’
(supposedly those with the power) and the
‘empowerees’ (those assumed to be powerless),
in the name of development and empowerment.
Specifically, the paper seeks to respond to the
following questions: What is ‘empowerment’?
Who needs empowerment? Empowerment to do
what? Whose interest(s) is/are served when
people are empowered? Who determines the
process of empowerment and with what effects?
Who evaluates and ascertains that empowerment
has been achieved? The paper concludes by
critically examining the tensions, contradictions,
and ambivalences from the canvassed responses
to the questions above and suggests alternatives
ways of empowering individuals, communities
and development organisations.

Religious NGOs, Post-Development and
Alternative Imaginaries

Andrew McGregor

University of Otago
arm @geography.otago.ac.nz

This paper reports on some preliminary
interviews held with aid practitioners who work
for religious NGOs in Australia and New
Zealand. The research explores the potential of
religious NGOs to contribute to post-
development futures.

Post-Development, Professionalism and the
politics of Participation

Kathrine McKinnon

Massey University
kjmckinnon@massey.ac.nz
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Recent critiques of post-development argue that
while analysing the ways in which development
is embedded in and productive of uneven power
relationships, post-development has produced a
largely negative discourse that does not provide
any means to move forward. The suggestion is
that as long as development perpetuates uneven
power relationships, it cannot live up to its
promise as a means of creating a fairer world.
This paper joins emerging work by post-
development authors to reinvigorate the positive
promise of development as a project towards
emancipation and social justice. Drawing on
ethnographic research undertaken with
development professionals in northern Thailand,
I consider how one might conceive of a post-
development practice in which aspirations
towards social justice and emancipation can co-
exist alongside the messy realities of
development work. This paper explores how
contemporary discourse, theory and the work of
Ernesto Laclau in particular, might provide new
openings in the debate. I argue that viable post-
development approaches and strategies might be
founded upon a re-imagining of development
through hegemonic struggle in which
development practice is seen first and foremost
as a form of political engagement.

Sustainable Tourism in Ethiopia
Julia Meaton

Centre for Enterprise, Ethics and the
Environment,

University of Huddersfield
j-meaton@hud.ac.uk

In 2002, the Ethiopian Tourism Commission
estimated that 146,000 tourists entered the
country, a 30% increase from the previous year
(ETC, 2003). the revenue from tourism in 2002
was $77 million compared to just $16 million in
2000, and it is clear that the Ethiopian
Government is putting effort into international
tourism in order to reduce poverty and to
promote economic growth. Among Ethiopia's
attractions are the rock-hewn churches of
Lalibela, UNESCO world heritage site. The
number of visitors to Lalibela has grown steadily
and this, in turn, has led to significant problems
for the host community. This paper will explore
some of these, including pressures on the sewage
system, contamination of underground water,
erosion of the churches themselves, inadequate



energy and water supplies, unequal distribution
of the cash inflows, issues of the domicile of
local people (those living in close proximity to
the churches are inadvertently damaging them),
handicraft production and authenticity, and the
moral behaviours of hosts and visitors. The paper
is informed by interviews conducted with a
range of stakeholders including local
government tourist representatives, hotel owners,
restaurant workers, tourist guides and mule
owners

Global Problems, Global Solutions:
Understanding the Nature of International
Cooperation to Combat Human Trafficking
in the Greater Mekong Subregion

Rebecca Miller & David Craig

University of Auckland
rmil088 @ec.auckland.ac.nz &
da.craig@auckland.ac.nz

There is consensus among researchers and
practitioners that quick-fix, singular solutions
cannot address complex, global phenomena such
as human trafficking. Consequently, a
harmonized, intersectional approach to problem-
solving is called for at national, regional, and
international levels. In human trafficking, new
cooperative strategies are being developed by
governments, international agencies, and
nongovernmental organisations, operating under
the international leadership of UN agencies
including UNIAP, UNDP and others. However,
the effectiveness of these cooperative strategies
is still being tested, and the implications of the
complex institutional forms these partnerships
are enacted through are not well understood.

The paper is based on an ethnographic study that
explores a United Nations multi-agency project
designed to reduce the harm associated with
human trafficking in the Greater Mekong Sub-
region. It draws on more than sixty
conversations with diverse professionals working
in the six countries that comprise the region, as
well as close examination of project documents.
To gain a deeper understanding of the emerging
institutional context of international cooperation
and illustrate the impact that these contexts have
on international efforts, this paper extends
various theories related to new institutionalism
by drawing on the works of sociologist Pierre
Bourdieu.

The Discourse of Human Trafficking: some
considerations from bars along the Mekong

Sverre Molland

Department of Anthropology,
Macquarie University
sverre.molland @ gmail.com

In recent years we have seen the ascendance and
tremendous “interest” in human trafficking
among governments, UN agencies, NGOs, the
media, and other interest groups. In the process,
the development sector has been an important
actor in articulating meanings and
understandings of sex commerce and migration.
Although understandings of “trafficking” does
not comprise one coherent body of knowledge,
discourse(s) of “trafficking” do promulgate
several epistemic themes and presumptions
about how “trafficking in persons” supposedly
operate.

This paper explores how “Trafficking in
persons” - as it is articulated by a wide range of
actors - implies an ideal type of market, where
“supply” and “demand” operate in a mechanical
fashion. “Trafficking in persons” is understood
as a monolithic industry which is well adapted to
global flows. These epistemic currents, as
articulated through discourse(s) of trafficking in
persons, will be contrasted and compared to
ethnographic research that has been carried out
in entertainment venues along the Thai-Lao
border. Some implications for development
programs in the trafficking sector will be
commented upon in reference to ethnographic
observations in the field.

Grassroots groups and community
participation in Timor-Leste: Can small
grants programmes empower the community?

Stephen Molloy

Master of Resource and Regional Planning
student, Department of Geography, University of
Otago

steve @thelasthurrah.co.nz

This paper will present both a community and an
international donor perspective’s regarding the
implementation of small grants programmes in



the development context of Timor-Leste and the
possibilities that exist for transformation. Small
grants programmes were chosen because of the
rhetoric that states these programmes enable the
poorest of the poor to improve their livelihoods
complementary to the efforts of government. It
is based upon a two month field study
undertaken in Timor-Leste in 2006 and questions
the donor rhetoric of ‘emancipation’ and
‘capacity building’. These development
buzzwords are considered along with
‘participation’ and ‘grassroots groups’ whereby
opportunities for community driven development
initiatives are seemingly available (in the donor’s
brochures) to small community groups yet
significant barriers exist. These barriers are two-
fold; existing from a general donor perspective
of mistrust and the strive for accountability, to
community groups that are either unaware of the
existence of or unable to complete the rigorous
application proposals. Neither yet fully achieves
the dual aims of reducing poverty whilst building
capacity.

Does he who pays the piper choose the tune?
Exploring democratic spaces for
empowerment and transformation through
participation in education programmes in
Kenya

Josephine S. Mwanzia
mwanzijose @student.vuw.ac.nz

Kenya’s education sector has embraced
Participatory Development (PD) in its
implementation of policies and programmes.
Participation is invoked as a “new paradigm” of
strengthening stakeholder partnerships and
enhancing their commitment to educational
programmes and projects, towards attaining
Education for All goals. In this paper, I point out
the “adaptation” and “continuity” of cultural,
government and donor-government-led
participatory approaches with highly contested
meanings which have “obscured” and
“promoted” empowerment and social change for
marginal Kenyan people.

I explore the cultural-historical forms of
participation in indigenous Kenyan communities.
Further, I argue for international development
agencies to understand the cultural-historical and
political factors that have shaped such forms of
participation if authentic empowerment and
social change is to be realized. I conclude with
suggestions for “radicalizing” and rethinking

participation as power relations, situating these
within a political environment of rights-based
and citizenship agendas, where marginalized
stakeholders may claim engagement in
educational programmes based on their civic
rights.

Is foreign aid effective in reducing poverty?
Tohru Nakamura

Kobe Gakuin University

ntohru@aol.com

This paper examines the relationship between
foreign aid and poverty reduction using cross-
sectional and panel data. We disaggregate
foreign aid and use several of poverty indexes.
We show that while real per capita income has
the robust and highly significant

impact on poverty reduction, aid has no
significant effect. A simulation based on our
results show that Sub-Saharan Africa is seriously
off track to achieve MDG of halving poverty by
2015.

Why have NGOs’ efforts toward the
Millenum Development Goals been criticised?
— A case study of Japan’s “White Band
Campaign”

Akiko Nanami

Faculty of International Studies, International
Pacific College

ananami@ipc.ac.nz

This paper will discuss about an emerging gap in
understanding and expectation for NGO
activities between Japanese NGOs and Japanese
public through a case of “White Band
Campaign” in 2005. The campaign has started as
a part of global campaign called “Global Call to
Action Against Poverty (G-CAP)” by several
Japanese NGOs, which have set a focus on
lobbying the Japanese government to move
forward to achieve Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs). It marked a huge success at first
through effective media strategy but later
attracted severe criticism from Japanese public,
largely due to misunderstanding the aim of the
campaign and its operational strategy. The
criticism is still ongoing and it has been affecting
Japan’s general attitude towards MDGs, but it
has not been examined well why the
misunderstanding occurred. The author will
examine the cause of this misunderstanding by
taking advantage of having been involved in



NGOs’ starting up committee for this campaign
in Japan. The paper will also analyse the
widening gap in expectation for Japan’s overseas
development assistance activities between NGOs
and general public, which is a crucial point for
considering Japan’s future development
assistance strategy.

Fanafana ‘ae kau Mama Kava: whispers from
the Kava Circle.

Tani Nemani

Department of Labour
Iani.nemani @dol.govt.nz

Presentation based on stories gathered as part of
a MPhil Thesis (Economic Development)
through the Institute of Public Policy at the
Auckland University of Technology. The thesis
looks at the potential role of remittances in local
community economic development in Tonga and
the stories shared with local Tongan
communities in Auckland through the Kava
drinking sessions. Stories not only tell of the
dreams and visions of local people but how
much they remit, how often, what the
remittances are spent on in Tonga. The stories
also talk about potential economic development
projects at local village levels and the role
remittances can play in such development.

Information communication technology and
poverty alleviation: a case study of the
Peruvian Andes

Nic Newman

Master of Development Studies Graduate,
Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand
nicnewmannz@yahoo.co.nz

The effective use of Information Communication
Technology (ICT) in development, is enhanced
through the use of a Community Empowerment
Model, which focuses on outcomes based on
local needs, and where the access centre is
transformed into a centre for community
development. The use of ICT in development is
not well understood, nor has its implementation
achieved the claimed potential. This paper
investigates the role of ICT, especially the way it
can leverage against the underlying structural
inequalities that cause poverty. The research
took place through analysis of the
implementation and outcomes of a development

project, using internet telecentres, in the
Peruvian Andes. The project successfully
impacted upon underlying causes of poverty in
the communities: low quality education, social
and cultural discrimination and low productive
capacity. Outcomes were achieved by
individuals using the technology to bring about
change in their lives. This was influenced by a
number of contextual factors, which were
mediated through the use of local intermediaries,
who managed the social and cultural factors that
interface between the user and the technology.
The telecentre implementation model, however,
risks reinforcing existing social hierarchies.
Disparities between the centre and periphery are
potentially accentuated by this model, especially
in topography such as the Andes. Therefore, in
such environments, telecentre models must
develop towards decentralisation, utilising
wireless rural network technology. Moreover,
traditional problems with telecentres being
unsustainable and underused can be overcome by
use of the Community Empowerment Model and
by transference to municipal ownership, as
opposed to private ownership, after the project
phase.

Does the Health Care Fund for the Poor
(HCFP) affect the health care utilization of
the poor in Vietnam?

Ha Hue Chi, Nguyen

Research and Training Center for Community
Development., Vietnam.
huechi @gmail.com

The recent establishment of HCFP in Vietnam
was a remarkable move, bringing free health
insurances (HI) to disadvantaged people. This
paper compares patterns of service utilization
and health care costs in HCFP eligible and non-
eligible groups.

The case-control study, conducted in 3 provinces
in Vietnam, investigated 701 households with
3482 individuals, of which 1699 are eligible for
the HCFP.

HCEFP beneficiaries reported more frequent use
of out-patient services than group without HI,
but still significantly less than group owning
other types of HI (p<0.01). The primary health
care centers are the most common choice for
HCFP beneficiaries (67%). The research points
out those HCFP beneficiaries are able to reduce
the direct medical expenditures approximately 10



times compared to those without HI; but 26%
poor households incurred catastrophic payments.
Moreover, a high proportion of HCFP
beneficiaries have not received user fee
exemption, especially in mountainous areas.
Conclusions: The research indicates a high rate
of healthcare utilization and financial protection
among HCFP beneficiaries. However,
interventions from government must be
implemented to ensure free healthcare from
grassroots level for all HCFP beneficiaries.
These interventions should include both raising
the poor’s awareness about HCFP benefits and
increasing coverage of HI networks in isolated
areas.

Positive Impacts of Research on Community
Capacity and Development

Sarah Nicholls

University of Otago
Sarah.Nicholls @otago.ac.nz

“The cost, quality and location of housing have a
material impact on a family’s well-being today
and the children’s prospects tomorrow’ (Ministry
for Social Development 2005) P61. The Housing
and Health Research Programme, (University of
Otago) seeks to examine and elucidate the causal
links between housing and health and reduce
inequalities through community interventions.
The Programmes current intervention asks ‘what
happens to peoples health and fuel bills if we
insulate houses, make them cheaper to heat and
use cleaner fuels’? With the help of both public
and private funding we are providing cleaner and
more fuel-efficient heaters to 400 New Zealand
homes.

The study aims to give greater capacity to our
community partners and their communities.
Primary Health Organisations (PHO’s) and other
community-based organisations have been
involved in all aspects and are the public face of
the project. As well as financially benefiting,
they have been able to extend their networks and
client base and have brought their communities
together to make further savings. This model of
using research to increase capacity and empower
local organisations and communities could be
translated into a wider international
developmental context. This papers aims to
explore these ideas further, by describing some
community successes (both expected and

unexpected) and comparing health research
interventions internationally.

Contestation or Co-operation: case of Telugu
Ganga Project India

Bala Raju Nikku

St. Xaviers College
nikku21@yahoo.com

Antibiotic use in Samoa

Pauline Norris, Fuafiva Fa’alau, Marianna
Churchward, Cecilia Va’ai, Bruce Arroll

School of Pharmacy, University of Otago

The use of antibiotics is very high in many
developing countries, raising concerns about the
growth and spread of resistant bacteria. This is a
particularly significant problem for developing
countries because they cannot afford to use new
more effective antibiotics if bacteria become
resistant to older cheaper drugs. This paper will
outline some of the reasons for high use of
antibiotics in developing countries, and then
describe a series of research projects on
antibiotic use in Samoa. One study used
prescriptions to determine the level of antibiotic
use, another interviewed Samoans about their
understanding and use of antibiotics, and a third
(in progress) attempted to set up a system of
resistance monitoring in Samoa. We found that
the level of antibiotic use in Samoa, particularly
of cheaper penicillin drugs, was extremely high.
Interviews showed that many Samoans do not
understand what antibiotics are, and use them
inappropriately for colds and flus. The study
found that many Samoan people hold a mixture
of Western scientific beliefs about illness and
traditional beliefs, which affect their use of
medicines.

The Role of Consultations and Dialogue in
Conflict Resolution and implications on
Development: The case of the Bakassi Dispute

Achaleke Primus Nwetbefua
ANUCAM Centre for Research and
Development

Achaprimus_n@yahoo.com

This paper aims at evaluating the process
through which the Land and Maritime boundary



dispute between Cameroon and Nigeria is being
resolved. The main focus is on oil-rich Bakassi
Peninsula.

Cameroon and Nigeria are Sub Saharan African
countries located in central and West Africa
respectively sharing a land boundary from the
Lake Chad area in the north to the Bakassi
Peninsula in the south. Both countries claim
rights of sovereignty over the oil-rich Peninsula.
This portion of the disputed border drew
increasing attention, as it became public
knowledge that the peninsula is very rich in
mineral resources.

The study also aims at putting the cost and
benefits of violent conflicts into perspective in
the context of the Cameroon-Nigeria border
dispute. In looking at such cost, the study brings
out the significance of resorting to collaboration
for a win-win resolution and the implications on
development. The study however, delves into
prognosticating on the effectiveness of the
resolution process.

It is hoped that specifically, this study would
contribute in strengthening the effectiveness of
the resolution process of the dispute under
review. It will also provide the Cameroon-
Nigeria Mixed Commission, with practical
guidelines on field activities, especially on issues
affecting the livelihood of the dispute owners.

International Development Ethics

Horace Ahmeed Nyamwela
Kampala International University
Honyamwela@yahoo.com

I discuss the nature and genesis of international
development ethics as well as its current areas of
consensus, controversies, challenges, and
agenda. A relatively new field of applied ethics,
international development ethics is ethical
reflection on the ends and means of
socioeconomic change in poor countries and
regions. It has several sources: criticism of
colonialism and post-World War 11
developmental strategies; Denis Goulet's
writings; Anglo-American philosophical debates
about the ethics of famine relief; and Paul
Streeten's and Amartya Sen's approaches to
development. Development ethicists agree that
the moral dimension of development theory and
practice is just as important as the scientific and
policy components. What is often called
"development" (e.g., economic growth) may be
bad for people, communities, and the

environment. Hence, the process of development
should be reconceived as beneficial change,
usually specified as alleviating human misery
and environmental degradation in poor countries.

The Answer to Aid Effectiveness: Good
Governance?

Tim O'Donovan

Development Resource Centre
tim@drc.org.nz

Bob Geldof recreated a media storm in his recent
visit to Aotearoa, New Zealand when he labelled
our government’s Overseas Development
Assistance (ODA) as “pathetic”. Critics of
Geldof’s comments responded with retorts that
largely centred around the theme of governance.
What Geldof was choosing to ignore, they
argued, was the real issue of the poor governance
of developing countries. A simplistic “write out
a bigger cheque” approach to aid would result in
few tangible benefits. What was needed was a
drive to ensure that systems of good governance
are in place before aid levels are increased.
Indeed, Paul Wolfiwitz, President of The World
Bank, has made the issue of corruption one of his
central tenets.

This paper examines the extent to which good
governance is the answer to development; the
elusive magic bullet. It examines whether a lack
of good governance can explain why some
countries are struggling, while other countries
are experiencing rapid economic growth.
Finally, it questions whether there is validity to
Geldof’s comments and if so what are the
implications.

Relationship between HIV / AIDS and
Poverty in Third World Countries

Odera Timothy Felix Oduor

Law Student:

Moi University, School of Law

Annex Campus, LLB / 100 / 04

P.O. Box 3900, Eldoret, Kenya, East-Africa.
tfelixoduor @ yahoo.com

The Study will be based on establishing a
relationship between HIV / AIDS and Poverty in
Third world countries; Kenya being the country
of study.



The study will take into consideration the family
planning methods commonly preferred by
youths, the accessibility of the contraceptives to
the Youths and the plight of the majority girls
above the age of 12 on accessibility of sanitary
towels. The role of the government in family
planning and the causes and effects of over-
population to the environment will be examined.
The study will look into the main causes of
increasing trend of spread of HIV / AIDS such as
illiteracy, unemployment, ignorance, traditional
customs and beliefs and practices.

Challenges faced by HIV / AIDS adults and
children with regards to the immediate relatives,
society and open discrimination especially in
places of work as well as stigma faced by the
victims. The accessibility of the ARVs [Anti-
Retro Virals], the education on AIDS / HIV
awareness and finally the plight of the AIDS
orphans.

The study will finally seek to examine how HIV
/ AIDS contributes to poverty and corruption in
the Third world countries, its impact to the
State’s resources, family resources and why there
is an increase in teenage and child prostitution in
developing nations with the Youths being the
most vulnerable to the disease.

Health Care Delivery and Household Welfare
in Southwest Nigeria

Isaac Busayo Oluwatayo

University of Ado-Ekiti, Nigeria
Iboluwatavounad @ yahoo.com

This study examined available and accessible
(affordable) health care services in southwest
Nigeria with a view to understanding the
problems associated with these services and
households’ welfare status in southwest Nigeria.
A multistage random sampling technique was
employed in administering about 250
questionnaires on selected households and
different health care service providers in the
area.

Improving coordination between indigenous
growers and largely non-indigenous buyers of
fresh produce in PNG

Norah Omot, John Spriggs and Jesse Anjen
National Agricultural Research Institute, Papua

New Guinea
norah.omot @nari.org.pg

-521 -

Growing fresh produce for sale is one of the few
sources of cash income available to indigenous
rural households in the Highlands of PNG. It is
an economic activity almost everyone can
undertake but is primarily the domain of women.
Hence, improving the income-generating
potential of this industry has the potential to
significantly enhance household disposable
income and empower indigenous women.

One way to do this is to improve the
coordination between the indigenous growers in
the Highlands and the largely non-indigenous
buyers in the formal markets of the coastal cities
(i.e. supermarket managers and institutional
buyers). While there is potential to develop this
market, we found that this market is also under
threat because of increasing competition from
coastal production as well as from imports. This
paper presents the results of a survey of buyers
in the formal market to explore what can be done
to improve the situation.

Challenges of Post Conflict Peace Building
and Prospects for Democracy in Africa: A
Gender Study of the Niger Delta, Nigeria

Yomi Oruwari

Faculty of Environmental Sciences
Rivers State University of Science and
Technology

yomioruwari @ yahoo.com

The roots of violence are complex and not fully
understood, but they are immutable. Since
violence and its root factors do not occur
randomly throughout the world, this is an
indication that active measures can be taken to
ameliorate the conditions that give rise to
violence as well as to mediate peoples’
vulnerability to it. In Africa, the populations
have always been faced with massive tasks of
rebuilding their regions after conflicts and most
of those affected have failed to provide their
citizens with security and prosperity. However,
the international community has not been able to
support peace building in the affected nations in
a coherent and effective way. Thus, the thinking
in this paper is that the nations have to look
inwards for effective and sustainable peace
building processes.

An area that is prone to continuous violence in
Nigeria is the Niger Delta Region (NDR). As the



NDR is Nigeria’s main oil mineral producing
region (the oil mineral being the mainstay of
Nigeria’s economy), the activities of oil
exploration multi-national companies and the
forces that have aligned themselves within the
Nigerian state with them are at the center of
much of the conflict and violence. The results of
these violent engagements are wanton
destruction of lives and properties. Very
important, as conflicts occur, women are usually
caught at the receiving end of losses incurred. It
is therefore not surprising that women have
traditionally been significant participants in
conflict resolution in the NDR.

This study is aimed at exploring effective
traditional post conflict peace building processes
in Africa and their prospects for democracy
while using the NDR as a case study. Democracy
will be considered at two important levels:
partisan and as a way of life. The discussion in
the study is based on the argument and belief
that sound representative institutions that are
based on the principles of democracy and human
rights and creatively integrating traditional
values and wisdom of each society, have a good
chance to usher in a hopeful system where future
violent conflicts can be averted and peaceful
mechanisms prevail.

The Maldives: Navigating Development
John Overton and Donovan Storey

Development Studies,
Massey University
j-d.overton@massey.ac.nz
d.storey @massey.ac.nz

This presentation traces the development
experience of the Maldives, a scattered island
state in the Indian Ocean undergoing significant
change. Over the past three decades the Maldives
has experienced rapid development within a
controlled political environment and from a
limited economic base. Despite its rapid growth
and its relevance for small island states, research
on the Maldives has been almost completely
absent within the social sciences. This
presentation seeks to address that and assesses
the past 30 years of the country's development,
especially focussing on regional development,
poverty, and sustainability. In examining the
Maldives we employ the analogy of a boat
navigating through the uncertain waters of
change and development. While the country has

successfully charted a course through difficult
waters in the past, its future path faces
significant challenges.

Building Trust on the Cape York Peninsula:
Indigenous Development, Governance and
Social Capital.

Robert Phillpot

Cape York Institute and Foundation for
Development Co-operation
rphillpot@ozemail.com.au

The poor economic, social and health indicators
for the indigenous communities north of Cairns
on the Cape York Peninsula are well
documented. Despite the appalling statistics the
Cape York indigenous communities have been
remarkably enduring but their long term
sustainability is problematic. Developing a
sustainable economy on Cape York faces many
challenges arising from a number of factors, not
the least being, remoteness and a population
characterised by poor health, housing, vocational
skills, and education. Currently very limited
economy activity exists around mining, pastoral
and service industries. Cape York faces a
fundamental development problem, and the
answer has to be all encompassing. However,
many communities around the world have
achieved economic sustainability and social
cohesion despite surviving in what are
sometimes marginal economic and remote
circumstances. On Cape York, community
governance is very weak with non-transparent
decision making and corruption endemic. As a
result, despite considerable Government
investment and efforts over the years, income
levels are among the lowest in the country and
the standard of living in the communities is
actually falling.

The indigenous communities on Cape York are
essentially “post-colonial creations”, which
comprise Aboriginal families drawn from
traditional groupings across Cape York, as well
as families whose ancestors were forcibly
removed from distant places. Several reviews of
Aboriginal community governing structures have
recommended more flexible governing structures
to enable these to take into account indigenous
governing structures. This paper seeks to
describe the development experiences on Cape
York and highlights the role of social capital.



Ecotourism Development and Indigenous
Knowledge: A Generational ‘tug o war’

Trisia Prince

Massey University /International Pacific College
tprince @ipc.ac.nz

This paper will discuss four ecotourism projects
in the Bouma National Heritage Park, Taveuni,
Fiji. During seven months ethnographic
fieldwork in Bouma, I found that the reactions of
the local community to these tourism
development initiatives were far from
hegemonic. Many Boumans suggested that there
was a clear generational split between those who
highly valued traditional knowledge and skills
and those who aspired to a Western-based image
of ‘progress’. This generational split, they said,
could be traced to the time when the concept of
‘human rights’ was first introduced into the
formal education system. After hours of in-
depth interviews with over fifty locals, I found
that this split was not at all clear cut and that
many new generation Boumans were concerned
by the cultural impoverishment they saw as
directly emanating from the tourism
development processes. Many I spoke with were
also positive about the possibilities for
successfully merging both cultural change and
the preservation of local core cultural values. I
will draw on theories from anthropology and
development studies to support my argument that
local communities are too often approached as
homogeneous, static entities within the
development process. I will conclude by
advocating the integration of deeper, more
experiential and ongoing research into social
impact analyses as part of a process that
prioritises the way local communities ‘localise’
Western development.

Getting From Best Practice to better
Understanding: A Collaboration Between
Academics and Practitioners

Gerard Prinsen

Massey University
G.Prinsen@massey.ac.nz

SNV/Development Organisation operated until
2000 as the semi-autonomous project agency of
the Netherlands Ministry of Development
Cooperation. Recently, SNV moved with
changes in aid orthodoxy and its 1,000
employees shifted from implementing projects
towards providing advisory services to public
organisations in Africa. They now needed new
skills; less technical and know-how and more
analytical and know-why.

For this reason, two researchers (Prof Patrick
Chabal from King’s College in London, and
Gerard Prinsen from Massey University)
developed four ‘learning platforms’ between
2004 and 2006 for 52 senior SNV practitioners
in the area of local governance. They started by
presenting the state-of-the-art in academic
research on local governance. This counter-
balanced the practitioners’ monthly ration of
more prescriptive policy papers and best-practice
manuals.

Subsequently, practitioners tested the relevance
of academic analyses for their advisory practice
by carrying out research projects, with the
researchers’ methodological support. Finally,
practitioners presented research papers to local
academic forums. This represented another
change for practitioners, accustomed to an
organisation culture that — like many government
departments — had hitherto been more inward-
looking and hierarchy oriented. Ultimately, eight
practitioners presented papers at conferences in
the UK. This DevNet paper describes and
analyses the experiences in these learning
platforms.

An interdisciplinary perspective on research
websites as a methodology for research in
LDCs: challenges and opportunities of the
digital divide

Sarah-Louise Quinnell and Ceri Oeppen

King’s College London (Sarah)
University of Sussex (Ceri)
sarah-louise.quinnell @kcl.ac.uk
c.j.oeppen @sussex.ac.uk

Content analysis of relevant web sites has
become common place prior to the start of
empirical research. The literature on electronic
(E) research is small; but it is a growing field, as
researchers and policy makers use the Internet to
try and reach a wider audience. However, whilst
the Internet has become part of everyday life for
many in the Global North, for those in Sub-



Saharan Africa, Latin America and parts of Asia,
Internet access remains difficult, if not
impossible. This paper draws on the authors’
experiences of using personal research websites
to collect data and encourage research
participants in the fields of migration research
and environmental-political geography. It
addresses the advantages and disadvantages of
using personal research websites in the study of
transnational research topics. Both authors are
addressing issues pertinent to the Global South,
and the digital divide could be considered a
barrier to the use of research websites, an issue
that limits the wider applicability of research
websites as a method in these areas. However,
in both cases the profile of research participants,
as an elite sub-section of their societies, means
that the digital divide has actually been a
selection device in the research process.

Visibility versus Rhetoric — are we serious
about rural community development?

Virisila Raitamata

United Nations Development Programme
virisila.raitamata@undp.org

This paper will explore approaches to
development in rural communities, citing
examples and case studies from three Pacific
Island countries through project experiences in
the context of whose agenda is being entertained
or adopted, the process of consensus using
traditional mechanisms or otherwise,
expectations and sustainability. The paper aims
to draw some lessons and comparisons and to
identify issues surrounding peoples’ views and
decisions to buy in and actions that determines
ownership and commitment of community
resources. Dealing with rural communities
expectations will also be discussed.
Comparisons between the involvement of urban
based/working class people of certain
communities and their influence and/or catalytic
roles, development partners and or government
versus rural community/people initiated
development in rural communities will be made.
Most importantly the paper will also discuss
constraints to rural communities in terms of
enhancing development as identified through
community profiling processes.

Mission 2007: Challenges and Solutions

P. Rakhee

Rakhee @ihug.co.nz

Women’s health is crucial to development.
Women must be alive and healthy to contribute
to the economic, political, social and cultural
development of their country. Yet more than half
a million women still die each year from
complications of pregnancy and childbirth. Most
of these women live in developing countries,
most are poor, and most of the deaths are
preventable.

Underlying causes of maternal mortality include
poverty and the low status of women in society.
Most development projects with a reproductive
health component focus on preventing
pregnancy. Little attention is paid to the needs of
those women who do have a baby. The single
greatest health factor shown to reduce maternal
mortality is to have a skilled attendant at every
birth; for most women this attendant will be a
midwife.

The major direct cause of maternal mortality is
haemorrhage at birth. If this was reduced, it
would make a significant contribution to
reducing maternal mortality, which is one of the
UN Millennium Development Goals. The author
worked for 4 years with a provincial Department
of Health in rural Viet Nam, including 2 years
spent researching and reducing the problem of
haemorrhage.

Safe Motherhood is a right; women in every
country should be able to expect to survive the
natural process of childbirth.

Understanding Reproductive health and
Sexual Rights for married adolescent women
in the context of poverty and insecurity in
urban slums Dhaka, Bangladesh

Sabina Faiz Rashid

Assistant Professor

James P Grant School of Public Health
BRAC University,

Dhaka, Bangladesh
sabina@bracuniversity.net

What do we mean when we speak of
reproductive and sexual rights of women,
particularly in the context of extreme poverty
and rapid social and economic changes occurring
in urban slums in Dhaka City? The rapid influx
of rural poor families to Dhaka has led to a rapid
increase in urban population growth, slum
settlements and worsening poverty. Informed by
critical medical anthropology, this paper is about



how reproductive and sexual health and rights
are are grounded in the social, political and
economic structures of their lives. A climate of
violence, crime and insecurity in slums
encourage early marriage practices and incidents
of coerced marriages. While urbanization and the
advent of the garment industry has increased
employment opportunities and options for young
girls this has also led to a shift in traditional
marriage arrangements, with greater incidence of
love marriages. While on the one-hand young
women face greater mobility and freedom to
choose their own partners, the urban
environment has resulted in greater social and
marital insecurity. The lived experience of for
many married adolescent women are fraught
with contradictions and increased vulnerability
as family relationships become strained and
disrupted. Married adolescent women are
vulnerable but use their sexuality as an economic
resource, to hold on to spouses or to attract
potential suitors. The lived experience of
engaging in sexual relations with their spouses
are fraught with contradictions, as many tolerate
difficult marriages, coerced pregnancies, forced
abortions and forced and unsafe sex, which in
turn places them at risk of sexually transmitted
illnesses and reproductive tract infections. Few
options compel many adolescent women cope or
manage under very difficult conditions, making
trade-offs in order to survive in the difficult and
harsh urban environment.

Agricultural Co-operatives Re-building
Timor-Leste

Michael Riach

East Asia Manager, Oxfam New Zealand
michael @oxfam.org.nz

Post Conflict Development in Timor-Leste.
Much has been written over the past weeks about
the failure of international development agencies
not only to maintain the peace but to underwrite
it with appropriate development. This paper will
put forward an example of Timorese — from east
and west and all political persuasions to re-build
their country based on agricultural self-reliance
and an informed and active citizenry.
Acknowledging that the heart and strength of
East Timor lies in strong rural communities,
Movimento Cooperativo Economico — Agricola
(MCE-A) uses traditional means of organising
and working through co-operatives on
communally owned land to improve the

economic and social situation of farmers. By
invigorating local economies MCE-A hopes to
offer youth an alternative to drifting into urban
unemployment in Dili and Baucau and to reduce
the countries reliance on imported foods.

To demonstrate the effectiveness of
cooperatives, MCE-A has organised farmers into
cooperatives, arranged transport of bulk rice to
Dili markets, arranged agricultural trials with
tractors and lobbied the government for greater
recognition of the agriculture in nation building.
More MCE-A believes that democracy in Timor
—Leste can only work if citizens particularly poor
rural people are better informed about the
activities of government. To this end schools are
built where there is need and children are taught
during the day while evening classes provide
literacy and human rights education for adults.
Established in 1999, MCE-A has up until its
partnership with Oxfam New Zealand worked
entirely without outside assistance. Oxfam’s
recent involvement has been to strengthen the
management of MCE-A, assist it access
Fairtrade markets and provide technical
assistance for its farming members.

Building community through Melanesian
systems of law and justice in PNG

Michael Riach

East Asia Manager, Oxfam New Zealand
michael @oxfam.org.nz

The formal Papua New Guinea Law and Justice
system is failing its citizens. Imposed western
systems of law and justice: — Prisons, National
and Magistrate Courts, and Police alienate and in
many cases retard the cause of law and justice
and community development.
The Community Justice Liaison Unit is a
recognition by donors and government that
Melanesian systems of law and justice
particularly restorative justice can complement
and in many cases replace formal systems. The
Community Justice Liaison Unit works from a
legal empowerment perspective tackling the
causes of poverty and injustice by;
®  Creating opportunities for civil society
and government agencies to cooperate
®  Promoting the role of para-legals
e  Using a variety of vehicles to educate
the population of their rights and about
ways that Melanesian systems can
complement the formal system



e Promoting community based
corrections and Village Courts working
in partnership with community
organisations — creating greater
opportunities for civil society to engage
in the law and justice sector.

e Supporting and providing models of
community policing

e Targeting vulnerable groups such as
women and youth.

e Researching indigenous examples of
communities maintaining local security.

The Community Justice Liaison Unit is a pro-
active community development strategy
designed to improve the functioning of the
formal law and justice agencies and hold these
agencies to account, and to support an increased
focus on crime prevention and Melanesian forms
of restorative justice.

Some of the most effective initiatives tackling
lawlessness and building community in PNG
come from local communities using indigenous
models. The Saraga Peace and Good Order
Committee in Port Moresby is an example.

Natural Disasters and Violent Civil Conflict in
Developing Countries

Marjolein Righarts and Philip Nel

Department of Political Studies
University of Otago
rigma799 @student.otago.ac.nz

Despite mounting evidence of a link, very little
research has been done on how natural disasters
affect the onset of violent civil conflict in
societies under stress. Using a comprehensive
dataset that covers 187 political units and spans
the period 1950 to 2000, this paper finds that
societies that undergo one or more natural
disaster faces significant risk in the short to
medium term of encountering violent civil
conflict, even if one controls for the likely effect
of intervening factors.

Information and Communication
Technologies for Development in the South
Pacific

Stephanie Rolfe
University of Hawaii
steph_rolfe @yahoo.com

Rapid developments in Information and
Communication Technologies (ICTs) have seen

the evolution of an 'information revolution'
which supports and drives an increasingly global
economy. In this context, the world recognizes a
new form of poverty - information poverty - as
developing countries struggle to obtain the
infrastructure, skills, and other requisites to be
participants in that revolution. Increasingly, aid
programs to developing countries are focusing
on the role that ICTs can play in economic and
social development, even though the precise
relationship between ICTs and development -
especially poverty reduction - is not yet clear.

However, much of the debate over the
effectiveness of ICTs for development lacks
theoretical basis: the concept of ICT use and
impact is taken as a 'given' rather than explored
within the conditions and needs of an individual
country. This paper is framed within the context
of aid relationships between New Zealand and
five Pacific Islands countries: it argues for the
need to understand the potential and limitations
of ICTs for development from the perspective of
developing countries themselves as well as of the
donor country. Understanding and comparing
how aid partner countries separately
conceptualize ICTs for development can inform
the theory and subsequent practice of ICT aid
interventions.

The limits of democratisation from the
outside: the recent experience of Timor-Leste

Selver Buldanlioglu Sahin

University of Canterbury
ssa48 @student.canterbury.ac.nz

One of the poorest members of the community of
states, Timor-Leste has recently hit the
international headlines with the eruption of
violence leading to a rapid breakdown of law and
order and deployment of foreign troops to keep
peace and order. Both the scale of violence and
pace of collapse of law and order throughout the
country caught the international community by
surprise especially given the timing of eruption
of violence, only two weeks after the World
Bank President Paul Wolfowitz’s visit to the
country, who described Timor-Leste as the
“leader among post-conflict countries” on 9
April. This paper will examine the problems with
post-conflict development in Timor-Leste with a
view to underline difficulties with implementing
externally-driven democratization and
development projects and their sustainability



even when there is evidence to indicate that
certain short-term gains have been made.

Indigenous People's development Plan in the
World Bank Assisted Projects

Satyajeet Sahoo

Department of Water Resources,
Government of Orissa, India
Satya352003 @yahoo.com

This paper studies the impact of the Indigenous
People’s Development Plan (IPDP) on the tribals
who have been affected by development projects
such as large dams. The main objective of such
development projects is to improve the states’
water resources and to increase productivity
through irrigation. However, such development
activities often lead to socio-economic disruption
like displacement of population, and acquisition
of private land. These dams are invariably
located in remote rural and forest areas where
there is a high concentration of Indigenous
population and they have been the worst
affected. More recently, issues related to
displacement and inadequate resettlement, have
led to a phenomenal rise in activism against
developmental projects all over the world. In the
Orissa Water Resources Consolidation Projects
(OWRCP) the funding agency i.e. the World
Bank, took into account the plight of the tribals
and the Operation Directives of the Bank
required the preparation of an Indigenous
People’s Development Plan for the tribals who
were directly or indirectly affected by the
project. The Plan, prepared by consultants took
into account the local specificities and was
modified at the implementation level in order to
mitigate the negative impacts of the project on
the tribal peoples.

The Educational Impacts of Aid to Education
in Pacific Island countries

Kabini Sanga

Victoria University of Wellington
kabini.sanga@vuw.ac.nz

Aid has been offered to, delivered in,
implemented for and enjoyed by Pacific Island
countries for three to five decades. As a sector,
education has received considerable donor
attention within individual countries and
regionally. How has this attention impacted

Pacific Island countries? How has aid reinforced
or enhanced educational priorities within Pacific
countries? How have Pacific Island educational
leaders assessed the impacts of aid in their own
countries?

This paper answers these and related questions,
by examining the effectiveness and impacts of
aid within a number of Pacific Island countries.
The paper discusses the views of Pacific Island
educational leaders in their assessments of the
impacts of aid based on a recent regional study.
The paper discusses how impact is being
measured by educators, and the extent to which
measures of impact are linked to national
educational situations. The paper examines both
the enabling and the negative impacts of aid.
The paper examines the challenges and
possibilities for educational aid, planning and
leadership within national contexts, and for
international development relationships with
Pacific Island countries.

Prospects for a Capabilities Approach Based
Participatory Monitoring and Evaluation:
The case study of Volunteer Services Abroad
(VSA) and their Development Partner Pri
Skul Asosiesen Blong Vanuatu (PSABYV)

John Schischka

Christchurch Polytechnic
schischkaj@cpit.ac.nz

There has been a shortage of techniques for
appraising the effectiveness of development
projects in the long term. Volunteer Services
Abroad (VSA) is a New Zealand NGO that
works in the area of international development.
VSA is interested in ways of appraising the
cumulative effect of its contributions working
over many years with a particular partner
organisation in a sector or region. VSA is
seeking ways to better appraise the lasting
effects of volunteers’ work on the lives of those
people who live in the areas where VSA
operates. One development partner that VSA has
in Vanuatu is Pri Skul Asosiesen Blong Vanuatu
(PSABV) which was established with the aim of
bringing together all people concerned with the
development of pre-school education in Vanuatu.
PSABYV has branches throughout Vanuatu and is
funded by the Vanuatu government and
international development agencies. VSA
volunteers are working with PSABV to improve
the quality of pre-school education especially in



rural Vanuatu. In previous studies the author has
developed a participatory appraisal methodology
based on the capability approach of Amartya Sen
that allows for evaluation of a programme’s
progress in terms of criteria that are especially
relevant to the participants in the programmes.
This paper will analyse an initial application of
this capabilities based methodology as a means
of appraising the long term results of the
development programmes of VSA and PSABV
in Vanuatu.

Donor Support for Tourism as a Means of
Poverty Reduction: Learning from NZAID’s
Experiences

Regina Scheyvens

Massey University
r.a.scheyvens @massey.ac.nz

In recent years poverty alleviation has become
the rallying cry of the majority of the world’s
bilateral donors. While the tourism sector has
not always been identified as a useful avenue to
alleviate poverty, this thinking started to change
in 1999 when the term ‘pro-poor tourism’ was
first touted. Now major donors such as the
Department for International Development (UK),
SNV (Netherlands), and GTZ (Germany) are
actively supporting tourism which increases net
benefits to the poor.

In this light it is interesting to review the
outcomes of alternative tourism projects which
NZAID has funded in recent years. NZAID has
focused particularly on support for ecotourism
projects which purportedly encourage
participation of local communities and
empowerment of indigenous peoples, while also
supporting protection of the natural resource
base. While well-intentioned, these projects
have not always managed to enhance the quality
of life of local people. This paper will thus
examine NZAID’s experience in supporting
alternative tourism projects to date and draw
conclusions about ways in which donors like
NZAID can work more effectively to ensure
poverty reduction through tourism initiatives in
the future.

Research on Polynesian Migration: The Value
of a Family-Centred Methodology.
Regina Scheyvens and John Overton

Massey University
r.a.scheyvens @massey.ac.nz
j-d.overton@massey.ac.nz

As Hau’ofa (1993:11) has noted, ‘so much of the
welfare of ordinary people of Oceania depends
on informal movement along ancient routes
drawn in bloodlines’. The authors of this paper
are part of a research team working on
Polynesian migration which suggests that there
has been a geographical expansion of these
ancient routes, (thus we speak of a ‘New
Polynesian Triangle’), but that bloodlines still
exert a strong influence on the paths that are
taken by individual migrants. Our stance mirrors
a belated development in the migration literature
in which ‘family and family strategies [are
regarded] as crucial elements in migration
decisions...” (De Hann 1999:6). In collecting
primary data for our research we have sought to
harmonise our conceptualisation of Polynesian
migration with our methodology. We are thus
working with a ‘family-based methodology’
whereby we seek to interview members from the
same extended families whose migration
experiences vary across time and space.

This paper introduces our research project,
outlines the logic of our chosen ‘family-based
methodology’, and reports on progress so far
with utilising this methodology. It also reflects
on challenges in developing a culturally
appropriate methodology within the strictures of
university research ethics protocols.

Development, education and people affected
by leprosy. A case study, of an Ethiopian
grass roots peoples movement.

Kate Sewell

Postgraduate Student in International
Development

Centre for Development Studies, University of
Auckland, New Zealand

kate.sewell @leprosymission.org.nz

Approaches to appropriate education for people
socially excluded due to being affected by
leprosy and disabilities. Case study: Ethiopian
National Association of Ex- Leprosy Patients
(ENALP) - a grass roots people’s movement,
fighting for their human rights to be realised.

This paper discusses what approaches might be
employed to support education initiatives for



people excluded by leprosy, disability and other
social factors in Ethiopia. These approaches
consider gender mainstreaming, and a
sustainable participatory community
development focus.

The paper covers education and development,
the Ethiopian context, issues surrounding social
exclusion and stigma and a way forward.

Democracy Where Art Thou? Interpretations
of Educational Decentralisation under the
Bolivarian Revolution.

Ritesh Shah

MA Student in Development Studies,
University of Auckland, New Zealand
rshah @stanfordalumni.org

The Bolivarian Revolution in Venezuela,
commencing in 1998 under the leadership of
Hugo Chavez is a political project focused on
creating a multi-polar world that challenges the
dominant neoliberal ideology and restores
qualities of democratic participation in society.
The education system in the country has seen
significant changes since the start of the
revolution in matters of control, purpose, and
function. Part of this change has been to
devolve power to communities over the control
of educational institutions (both formal and
informal). Unlike devolution in other parts of
the world, the purpose behind such reform is to
have education be embedded within the daily life
of local communities and have citizens be full
participants in determining the form, function,
and purpose that these institutions serve. This
paper will explore Venezuelan concepts of
educational decentralisation, paying particular
attention to how the term differs in policy and
practice from agencies like the World Bank and
countries like New Zealand; and to share the
results of three months of field work in the
country, aimed at better understanding how local
actors are taking advantage of the new spaces of
democracy created under such a framework to
embed the school within the community context.

RELEVANCE OF COMMUNITY BASED
CO-OPERATIVES FOR DEVELOPMENT
OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE: INDIAN
EXPERIENCE.

B.D. Sharma

Senior Consultant with International
Co-operative Alliance Ica Domus Trust;
Formerly Chief Executive of National Co-
operative Union of India.
bdsnoida@yahoo.co.in

8 million indigenous people, popularly known as
tribals, constitute 8.60% of total population of
India. Specific safeguards and obligations to
protect the rights of these people enshrined in the
nation’s constitution have enjoined upon the
Government to adopt a multi-pronged approach
to development of tribals encompassing the
issues of education, health and family welfare,
labour and employment, rural development,
initiation of viable income generating activities
aiming at their socio-economic mainstreaming
and empowerment through participatory
development at grass-root level.

Development of Cooperatives is an integral part
of the strategy of tribal development with
substantial technical, financial and
administrative support. A wide network of more
than 3500 tribal farmers’ co-operatives and 3200
forest workers’ co-operatives with their
secondary and national level organizations have
emerged in the country. These co-operatives
have played a significant role in empowerment
and mainstreaming of indigenous people.
However, the dominance of the Govt. impeding
the self initiative by tribals, restrictive co-
operative laws and lack of professional
management have constrained the cooperatives
to emerge as community based enterprises.
Therefore, a comprehensive package of
affirmative action having blending of
cooperative law reforms, provision of support
services and development of tribals’ managerial
skills is needed for transforming the co-
operatives into member based and member
controlled institutions.

Climate Change and Environmental
Migrants; the Homeless and Stateless Tuvalu

Shawn Shen

University of Otago
shawn.shen@geography.otago.ac.nz

Global climate change is the adverse product of
development with the developing regions of the
world proven to suffer the most. As mounting
worldwide evidences of the climate change



impacts on human settlements surface, there are
increasing academic interests in the complex
relationship between environment and migration.
Being pushed by the environmental crisis, many
are driven from their homes, either temporary or
permanently, not for their economic betterment
but to make the unwilling move, either displaced
internally or cross the international boundary, in
search of a place of refuge to survive, creating
the massive flows of the unrecognized migrants
of “environmental refugees.” This paper offers a
synthesis of the recent research on migration and
environmental change to present the concept of
environmental migrants with specific reference
to the climate change victims of the small Pacific
island state of Tuvalu. The environment-induced
population movement may be resulted from one
of the following three broad causes:
environmental disaster, environmental
expropriations and environmental deteriorations.
However, it is argued that the island state of
Tuvalu may have suffered from the impacts of
climate change as a result of a combination of
the above three.

Economic Development and Canada's First
Nations: liberal individualism at the expense
of cultural ruin?

Hugh Shewell
York University, Canada
shewellh@yorku.ca

In this paper I explore the role of economic
development policies on Indian (First Nations)
reserves in Canada from the 1930s to the present.
In particular I examine the relationship between
economic development and social assistance
(welfare) programs and try to explain the
anomaly that as state expenditures on economic
development increased so too did social
assistance dependency rates climb. How can this
negative relationship be explained? I argue that
both economic development and social
assistance policies implemented by the state
were and are assimilatory in their nature and
objectives yet, they have produced contradictory
results. Indigenous peoples in Canada want
economic prosperity but don't want it at any
price. Economic development is viewed with
some distrust exemplified by various forms of
resistance including high social assistance
dependency rates. Is economic prosperity

possible for indigenous peoples within liberal,
capitalist regimes without the reproduction of
class relations, the destruction of communal
social structures and the ruin of their cultures?
Underlying the issue is the need for a complete
redefinition of the relationship between First
Nations and the state as well as radically
different solutions to the access to and
management of land and resources. Implications
for southern development are also drawn.

Rural banking and financial literacy and in
the Pacific: Building co-operative networks
for financial inclusion

Jonathan Sibley and Robin Smith

Massey University
sibleyje @xtra.co.nz

We review an innovative, modular, microfinance
model that systematically addresses the financial
literacy and financial access requirements of
financially excluded rural communities.
Participants include the United Nations
Development Program, a major commercial
bank, the national microfinance unit, the Central
Bank, a security provider and village elders. The
model is adaptive to varying local conditions
without eroding structural integrity and is based
on the marginal utilisation of organizational core
competence. Modules can be adapted or
substituted as necessary, thereby overcoming the
limitations of group based microfinance models.
The modular structure is self-regulating and
overcomes criticism in the literature relating to
the provision of microfinance by commercial
providers. The model was developed to provide
rural banking services in Fiji and has generated
significant positive response from rural villagers.
It is being expanded to other rural environments
in the Pacific. We analyse four factors which
have made the model a success: The co-
operative network structure is grounded in a
common mutually beneficial activity; the model
is based on clearly identified and mutually
compatible core-competence; activity is marginal
to each organization thereby minimising risk; the
model operates within a stable and respected
governance regime. We examine the potential
for replication in other contexts, and discuss
implications for micro-finance providers and
regulators.



Community Development in Asian New
Zealand: the role of language?

Hilary Smith and others

Systemetrics Research and International Student
Ministries, New Zealand
hilary_smith@xtra.co.nz

The proportion of Asian New Zealanders is
expected to nearly double from the 2001 level of
7 percent to 13 percent by 2021. As most of the
new arrivals will speak English as an Additional
Language (EAL), language issues will become
increasingly important in the development of
Asian New Zealand communities.

There are two areas where the role of language is
important for immigrant communities:
acquisition of the host community language, and
maintenance of their first or heritage languages.
In Aotearoa New Zealand, the primary focus is
often on the acquisition of English. However,
after the first phase of settlement the
maintenance of the communities’ other language
resources becomes an issue. Both areas are
reflected in the New Zealand Immigration
Strategy, which includes one goal aiming at
confidence in English and another aiming at “a
sustainable community identity”.

This paper outlines the language aspects of a
research project commissioned by the Asia New
Zealand Foundation to consider the
characteristics of successful engagement of
Asian communities in Aotearoa New Zealand. It
reports on issues raised by community members
in order to suggest ways in which language
policy can support the development of
sustainable diaspora communities.

Bridging the gap — A framework for linking
sexual and reproductive health and HIV and
AIDS.

Joanna Spratt

Manager, FPAID
joanna.spratt@fpanz.org.nz

The majority of HIV infections are sexually
transmitted or associated with pregnancy,
childbirth and breastfeeding. People living with
HIV require access to appropriate sexual and
reproductive health services and information.
The links between HIV and AIDS, and sexual

and reproductive health, are now widely
recognised, as are the structural determinants of
HIV and poor sexual and reproductive health —
poverty, gender inequality and social
marginalisation. There is agreement throughout
the international community that the MDGs will
not be achieved without access to high quality
sexual and reproductive health services and
information, and without an effective global
response to HIV and AIDS. This paper will
explore the importance of integrating HIV and
AIDS issues into sexual and reproductive health
programmes, and integrating sexual and
reproductive health into HIV and AIDS
programmes. A framework for the priority
linkages will be introduced to guide those
interested in operationalising these linkages.

Dialogue across the Divide: Sexual and
Reproductive Health Linkages

Joanna Spratt

Manager, FPAID
joanna.spratt @fpanz.org.nz

Sexual and reproductive health and rights is a
technical phrase, and brings to mind different
things for different people. Some of the issues
captured by this phrase include: sexual intimacy,
pleasure, desire, planning families, gender roles,
pregnancy, childbirth, childcare, cancer,
violence, infertility... the list is long, and as we
go through it, we can begin to see that sexual and
reproductive health and rights are an integral
component of every individual’s life. And in
many countries across the globe, these are
components that are often neglected, that are
viewed as sensitive and difficult to talk about,
and that lead to an enormous burden of ill-health
and discrimination. If we wish to reduce poverty,
achieve gender equality, stop the spread of HIV,
and improve all people’s quality of life, then we
must pay greater attention to sexual and
reproductive health and rights. This paper will
examine the links between sexual and
reproductive health and rights, and poverty — at
the levels of the individual, the family, the
community and the nation. This paper asserts
that if we are truly committed to achieving
global social justice, then we must not continue
to ignore that which is an integral part of being
human.



Negotiating the Space between Development
and Post-Development

John Spriggs and Barbara Chambers

Australian Institute for Sustainable Communities
john.spriggs @canberra.edu.au

The area of concern in our practice lies in the
intersection between development and post
development. In a PNG project on ‘Improving
the Marketing of Fresh Produce’, multiple
participation pathways are employed, using a
process called Collaborative Problem Solving
Methodology. This process complies with
principles of post development, such as a
reliance on “local ways of thinking and
indigenous knowledge” (Gegeo, 1998) and
issues, problems, priorities identified and
solutions generated by people involved in the
marketing system. Where post development in
practice breaks down, is in the implementation
phase, where action plans are to be carried out by
those most involved. Cultural differences such as
timely action, education levels affecting capacity
to enact designed changes, power relations,
including gender, and cumbersome bureaucracy,
may act as barriers to wholly indigenous control
of desired outcomes. This paper explores our
attempts (not always successful) to deal with
these barriers through the use of implementation
pathways that involve intervention by a Western
research partner. Does this make it a “Western
hegemonic’ device and therefore unacceptable in
post development parlance? Perhaps, but by
combining the best of development and post-
development principles, it responds to local
concerns and, at the same time, makes a
difference.

Back to the Future? Chiefs, governance and
development in 'modern' Melanesia

Donovan Storey

Development Studies,
Massey University, New Zealand
d.storey @massey.ac.nz

This seminar reflects on the experience of
modern state building and efforts to create and
sustain good governance in Vanuatu. Since
independence in 1980 successive governments
and donors have sought to establish and buttress

formal institutions and forms of governance
which are recognisable and favourable to
development (i.e. Western concepts and practices
of development). However, after almost three
decades the Vanuatu state is still somewhat
precarious and unstable, and only fleetingly
captures and meets the needs of its citizens.
Cognisant of the recent failure of states and
societies to manage change and conflict in other
parts of Melanesia a modest reassessment is
taking place regarding the focal institutions and
structures of the modern state and governance in
Vanuatu. Ironically this is evidenced in a shift
away from government and NGOs and back,
after more than a century of neglect and
repression, to traditional leaders and especially
local Chiefs. I reflect on why this is so and what
it means for our understanding of good
governance, state building and development in
Melanesia. There are potential dangers in
providing a political platform for Chiefs, and
their role as 'politicians' is generally resisted by
the State. Nevertheless in the absence of
alternatives Chiefs are being asked to play a
greater role, with implications for both the theory
and practice of development in Vanuatu and
beyond.

Development Cooperation for the Arts:
experiences from Nicaragua.

Polly Stupples

Massey University, Palmerston North
Casa de los Tres Mundos, Nicaragua
pstupples @yahoo.com

While the importance of 'culture' to development
is increasingly acknowledged, that
acknowledgement does not reach as far as artistic
production, which remains largely invisible in
discourses of development. However a small
number of governmental aid agencies and
independent NGOs do support artistic practice
and argue that it is an essential component of a
multi-faceted development practice.

This paper explores the challenges and
opportunities presented by using aid to support
artistic education and production through an
analysis of two Nicaraguan cultural institutes
funded through international cooperation
(undertaken as doctoral fieldwork in 2006).

It discusses the aspirations which both donors
and recipients hold for the place of the arts



within societies, with particular emphasis on
those articulated by individuals and associations
within Central America who assert their cultural
rights as a political project of central importance
to their self-determination as citizens of a
‘peripheral’ region.

Finally it questions whether the separation of the
arts from other aspects of social life with which
development concerns itself is not just another
colonial inheritance with which discourses of
development construct and discipline the "Third
World'.

Conflicts over Water Resources in African
River Basins: Geographies, Nature and
Dimensions

Adamu Idris Tanko

Bayero University Kano, Nigeria
aitanko @ gmail.com

As the global climatic conditions began to cause
deficits in rainfall and water resources,
environment and key natural resources in most
of Africa became increasingly threatened. This,
in the face of escalating and unsustainable
pressures from fast-growing populations and
expanding agricultural and industrial activities
poses great challenge. Many countries' water
policies focus extensification and intensification
of agricultural systems leading to proliferation of
dam constructions across major rivers and
accelerated groundwater use. These paved ways
primarily for different scales of irrigation
schemes, causing high-level dry conditions at the
downstream environment. Before these, network
of rivers within different basins were supporting
wide range of ecological processes and economic
activities including recession agriculture,
pastoralism, forest regeneration, fish breeding
and production etc. As these practices can no
longer be possible at the downstreams in the face
of continued dryness, conflicts set in. This
paper, following reports by development
agencies, describes the situations as well as the
nature and dimensions of the conflicts in
different parts of Africa. Often times, the
conflicts lead to massive loss of lives and
properties. This calls for improved management
interventions. For which, the case of the
Komadugu-Yobe Basin (KYB) in Nigeria is
proposed for adoption for most of Africa.

The Internet and Trade, Growth and
Development in Pacific Island Countries

Amos Wama Taporaie

UN Conference on Trade and Development,
Division on International Trade, Geneva,
Switzerland.

amos.taporaie @unctad.org

Information-technology and Internet is
unstoppable...

The inexorable growth and expansion of the
Information-Technology (info-tech) revolution
means different things to different users.
Ultimately, it means the Internet: an unstoppable
instrument of convenience, and life-changing
equalizer that is altering the way business, inter
alia, commodity marketing and trade, is
conducted today. Used appropriately, the Internet
empowers all who exploit its consummating
power by providing access to an invaluable
commodity, information.

And as e-commerce, online commodity
exchanges, and Fair Trade movements expand on
the Internet, production costs tumble, efficiency
and productivity increases, and marketplaces
expand. The convergence of technology and
enterprise leads to new products, new services,
diversified markets, and entirely new industries.
The hope is for these dynamic improvements
upstream to trickle swiftly down the commodity
chain. And the Internet has the capacity to fill
this void, translating hope to reality.

Digital divide chasm is vast, posing real
problems for the needy...

The visible digital-divide between countries is
starling; 5.7 billions people do not have Internet
access, thus remain outside the ‘loop’. So the
promise of unprecedented opportunities and
benefits stemming from the info-technology
revolution remains may remain an illusion.
Fortunately, there is hope - change is happening,
albeit slowly. Some African countries have made
impressive efforts to harness the info-technology
revolution to support their development
aspirations. The user-friendly, hand-held and
battery powered simple computer has
revolutionized rural-India. Café Britt sells coffee
to from 'farm to cuppa' using its 800-number.
Fair Trade organizations help establish producer
organizations, link producers to consumer
markets, educate consumers, and ensure
guaranteed minimum prices.

The way forward ...



The opportunities spiralling from info-
technology revolution is limitless. However, the
development dilemma is: What about the 89%
that don't have the purchasing power or the tech-
savvy to benefit from its use. What is important,
however, is to acknowledge that change is
happening. The few islands of success stories
need transformation into tsunami of change. And
that requires more investment, and genuine
commitment from all.

Development and Digression: Globalization
and its impact on the Caribbean and Latin
America in the 21° century

Jerome Teelucksingh

University of the West Indies
J_teelucksingh @yahoo.com

This paper will focus on the socio-economic and
political challenges facing the majority of the
Caribbean and Latin American economies.
Social problems such as poverty, homelessness,
diseases as HIV/AIDS, pollution, corruption and
political instability are common among these
developing countries. Emphasis will be given to
certain territories and their accompanying
problems such as ethnic tension in Guyana, an
absence of democracy in Cuba and political
instability in Haiti and Venezuela.

Despite CARICOM’s existence, there is still a
noticeable lack of unity among the Caribbean
countries. This is primarily a result of the
geographical separateness of the islands.
However, recent attempts such as the Caribbean
Court of Justice and the proposal for a Caribbean
Single Market Economy (CSME) are positive
signs.

The proposed paper will also focus on the areas
which generate co-operation between Latin
America and the Caribbean. This includes efforts
to curb drug-trafficking, NAFTA and the
proposed FTAA. Differences in language has
been the major obstacle in

the development of sound relations between the
West Indians and Latin Americans.

The main role of these international
organizations is to guide and nurture until we can
be sufficiently independent. They must operate
on more humanistic terms because their critical
decisions often have a negative impact and
serious long-term repercussions which determine

the quality of life or extent of suffering of
thousands. The role of international bodies and
agencies in outlining development plans for the
Caribbean should not be condemned. These
include the United Nations organizations,
International Labour Organization (I.L.O) and
International Monetary Fund (IMF). Their very
existence and intentions are usually sincere and
the discontented must carefully weigh the
options and possible repercussions of decisions,
treaties and policies.

Associations such as the African Caribbean and
Pacific countries (ACP), Caribbean Community
(CARICOM),the European Union (EU), North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO),
Association of Caribbean States (ACS) and
Group 8 (G-8) need to be aware of the
importance of efficiency and effectiveness in
devising policies, entering into agreements and
overseeing the development of the West Indian
economy.

Safe Motherhood: Development and Women's
health in childbirth in rural Vietnam

Tricia Thompson

Otago Polytechnic
TriciaT @tekotago.ac.nz

Women’s health is crucial to development.
Women must be alive and healthy to contribute
to the economic, political, social and cultural
development of their country. Yet more than half
a million women still die each year from
complications of pregnancy and childbirth. Most
of these women live in developing countries,
most are poor, and most of the deaths are
preventable.

Underlying causes of maternal mortality include
poverty and the low status of women in society.
Most development projects with a reproductive
health component focus on preventing
pregnancy. Little attention is paid to the needs of
those women who do have a baby. The single
greatest health factor shown to reduce maternal
mortality is to have a skilled attendant at every
birth; for most women this attendant will be a
midwife.

The major direct cause of maternal mortality is
haemorrhage at birth. If this was reduced, it
would make a significant contribution to
reducing maternal mortality, which is one of the
UN Millennium Development Goals. The author
worked for 4 years with a provincial Department



of Health in rural Viet Nam, including 2 years
spent researching and reducing the problem of
haemorrhage.

Safe Motherhood is a right; women in every
country should be able to expect to survive the
natural process of childbirth.

MIXING METHODS AND
METHODOLOGIES IN URBAN
AGRICULTURE RESEARCH: A CASE
STUDY OF SOUTH AFRICA

Alec Thornton

Department of Geography

University of New South Wales, ADFA
Canberra, Australia

a.thornton @adfa.edu.au

This paper will discuss the benefits of mixing
methodologies and methods for research into
urban and peri-urban agriculture. It will also
demonstrate the practicalities of using a
Geographical Information System (GIS) as a
valuable tool for revealing spatial distribution
patterns of existing urban and peri-urban
agriculture (UPA) activity. In general, GIS
software is a useful tool for gathering, storing
and analyzing spatial data. Interest in the use of a
GIS for livelihoods and land use mapping and as
a participatory tool is increasing. A case study of
UPA in South Africa is used to inform the
discussion, where a GIS was incorporated into a
methodological framework that combined the
sustainable livelihoods and eco-systems
approach (for urban planning). The use of a GIS
proved invaluable in creating a sample frame for
the study, and as a participatory tool revealing
UPA patterns and the available natural resources
that could support it in the research areas. On a
broader level, the study illustrates that a GIS
may be useful to other local municipalities,
urban planners and researchers as a tool for
identifying and monitoring changes in the scale,
type and spatial distribution of existing UPA
activity.

Medicines- Management and Practice in the
South Pacific Island Country. The Pacific
Islands Story

Wale Tobata
(Wale Tobata is the first Solomon Island

Pharmacist to graduate with a Pharmacy Degree
from Otago University in 1992, and worked in

Solomon Islands until 2000, when the coup
forced a lot of people out of the country.
Estimated population in 2005 is 524,000)

In the Solomon Islands, like most of the Pacific
Island countries, public and primary healthcare is
provided for free by the government (with some
assistance from some aid donors).

In general, the practice of medicine and drug
supply is still not fully developed. The problems
faced are multiple; therefore, any attempts to
suggest a way forward will need to address what
the limitations are. Some of these limitations
include:

»  First line health workers are the
nurses and nurse aids. Doctors
work in hospitals only.

»  Small number of health
professionals (e.g. 1 pharmacist in
2001)

» Most of the Doctors are graduates
from Papua New Guinea and the
Fiji School of Medicine (the
training places more emphasis on
symptomatic treatment)

»  Majority of diagnosis and
therefore treatment is symptomatic
only (limited laboratory tests)

» Government Pharmacy
Department represents Medical
Supply Management, Pharmacy
Profession Regulating Authority,
the Medicines Registration
Authority and Pharmacy Practice
Monitoring Authority for the
country.

» Budget for medical drugs and
sundries were $3.5million or

NZD$700, 000 per year (NZD$2/person/year)

Developing ICT skills and Tools for
Empowerment focusing youngsters and
Women

Titus M. Tossy

Appropriate Learning and Skills
t.tossy @appropriateskills.org

This presentation demonstrates how to create
awareness and develop ICTs skills and Tools for
Empowerment focusing youngsters and women.
Also it will show how an orphan has managed to
implement this project for community



development. Identifying and sharing those best
practices across our communities has increased
the participation of youngsters and women in
both their development and community
development. The presentation will show the
methodology, lesson learnt, problems
encountered and finally the present challenges
and recommendations for the future

The problem was how to address the challenge
of developing youngsters and women ICT skills
and tools for empowerment, while changing the
mindset of the society from ‘ICT for men and
boys’ to ‘ICT for All’. The society neglected
equal ICT education opportunity for all, and
placed ‘youngsters to be used for only marriage
while ‘women left as for pregnancy and caring
babies’. The program also thought to create
awareness of the role of women in society and
issues related to equal education opportunity,
especially ICT4D and ICT skills, and to enable
women to participate in community
development.

>

Using proven project management
methodologies and women participation tools, an
orphan conducted detailed analysis of
developing ICT skills and tools for
empowerment, to determine and prioritize areas
of improvement and development. Regardless of
poor financial of this orphan, technical problems,
cultural barriers and adoption problem, the
orphan used all efforts to assemble the maximum
of five computers and set a room, while making
use of full participation of women and youngster
groups, community groups and other
stakeholders. The presentation will discuss role
of women in society, issues related to equal
opportunity, lesson learn, challenges and how
was solved, how teamwork, communication and
establishing ‘early wins’ was critical to the
successful implementation of the project, and
analysis of result.

While the project has trained 7890 people (3789
women, 3801 youngsters and the rest are men),
also managed to reduce the economic and digital
gap between marginalized groups, rural and
urban, through ICTs as a means of providing
equal opportunity for all and community
development.

Among the lessons learnt are: Orphans can
contribute to the development of their
community; Women are potential group to
harness he ICTs development in any society;

Women are good leaders if supported, educated
and trained; Look within before looking outside;
Best Practice sharing starts at home; Team
Building importance: Use of community and
making community to feel the project is theirs;
Measurable results across the business can be
achieved by using community participation; and
Don’t just look at the low-performing results.
The higher performing processes can yield
valuable information and be further improved.

Community Participation — the Way to
Improve Aid Effectiveness

Nguyen Thanh Tung

Policy Development Officer

International Fund for Agriculture Development
Vietnam

Tung.ifadvn@vnn.vn

There are some lessons from my recent study on
community development and aid effectiveness
in Vietnam which could be summarized as
follows:

1) Stakeholder Inclusion. At the grassroots
level it is necessary to include the full range of
stakeholders that make up that community,
including the better-off who often own more
resources, have greater skills and knowledge,
better links to the market, and are in the position
to take risks and take up new initiatives. Aid
projects are less effective since they have too
much emphasized on the poor’s inclusion and
neglected the roles of the better-off in
communities.

(i)  Empowerment. Establishment of self-help
groups at the village/household level is the way
to empower the community interest and rights in
planning, implementation and supervision of
project activities.

Participatory processes require time and
commitment to become an effective project tool.
It was necessary to combine the establishment
and training of community facilitators with clear
and transparent roles and procedures. Enabling
legal and institutional environment require time
to fully allow the beneficiaries to become
investment owners and to take financial and
administrative charge of the projects.

The Coral Reef Crisis: Science or Politics?
Jane Turnbull

Otago Regional Council and University of Otago



j-turnbull @xtra.co.nz

In the last ten years, the world’s corals have
suffered widespread bleaching during El Nifio
events. This has been linked to global climate
change, leading to talk of a worldwide crisis. In
2004, the Global Coral Reef Monitoring
Network (GCRMN) estimated 20 percent of
reefs worldwide have been destroyed and a
further 24 percent are at high risk. GCRMN’s
global coordinator predicts that the extreme
events such at those in 1998 will become more
common and massive global bleaching mortality
will become a regular event. Several
authoritative scientific publications including
Science and Nature have emphasised the
inescapability of global-scale crisis. The Global
Coral Reef Alliance claims the world’s coral
reefs will be wiped out in less than 100 years.
These authoritative statements have only a weak
basis in systematic quantitative research.
Nevertheless, they have come into good
currency, recirculating in self-reinforcing ways
through coral reef science, international policy
reports, speeches at major international events,
and the media. Rather than being the outcome of
objective science, is this a political assembly
around ecological crisis, to use Bruno Latour’s
expression? For the coral reef crisis as been
constructed in a way that aids Northern
hegemony over the developing countries in
whose seas almost all coral reefs occur.

VSA Panel session: Monitoring the
‘Conversation’ between Development
Partners

Chaired by Deborah Snelson, CEO Volunteer
Service Abroad

The ‘development dialogue’ between
development partners has potential inequalities.
This session will explore how a meaningful
‘conversation’ between development partners
can be promoted to identify development goals
and processes, measure changes, and ensure that
relationships are respectful and empowering.

Rather than invite ‘papers’ to be presented to this
session, we are proposing that a series of
‘vignettes’ of VSA’s work in Africa, Asia and
the Pacific, will be presented to illustrate the
session theme and stimulate a discussion about
how to promote meaningful ‘conversations’
between development partners. (Papers will be
prepared for the Conference and available for
publication.)

Volunteer Service Abroad has been undertaking
arange of studies to monitor development
practice. Contributors will report on research
findings from studies of post-conflict work in
Bougainville, and the impact of the development
of preschools in Vanuatu on village communities
will be presented, along with a report on a
dialogue amongst development workers in
Africa and preliminary findings from a study of
health services in Vietnam.

Participating and contributing to the session will
be:

Deborah Snelson, CEO (Session Chair)

Dr Helder da Costa, VSA Programme Manager
(Asia)

Thomas Banda, VSA Programme Manager
(Africia)

Dr Peter Swain, VSA Programme Manager
(Pacific)

Dr. John Schischka, Principal Academic Staff
Member, School of Business

Christchurch Polytechnic Institute of
Technology.

The Value of Educating the Poor: An Eye on
India

Tadiboyina Venkateswarlu

University of Windsor, Ontario, Canada
tvenkat@uwindsor.ca

The paper intends to demonstrate that traditional
methods of classifying poverty and its
measurement by per capita income and/or per
family income, intake of calories per person,
percentage of family income spent on basic
necessities like food, shelter and clothing were
understated. For example, in Canada a family of
four earning $16,400 or less per annum is
classified as living in poverty and in India those
who consume less than 1800 calories in urban
areas and 2000 calories in rural areas are
classified as living under poverty. Instead, an
attempt is made by the author to look at
deprivation or prevention of basic needs and
economic, social and political freedoms as
determinants to the classification of poverty. The
variables used to determine the level of poverty
pertain to the accessibility of water, food, shelter,
health facilities, education and information. The
intensity and the nature of poverty and due to the
violation of human rights (positive vs. negative



ones) by the private and the public sectors. The
poor have lower access to the legal system like
and older and civil liberties within the
developing nations. Though in some instances
the perpetrators responsible for human rights
violations are difficult to be identified, the public
sector and/ or the national government should be
held responsible for the violation of human
rights and their impact on perpetration of
poverty.

The paper looks at the Maslow’s Hierarchy of
Needs which consists of “Lower-older” needs
and the “Higher-older” needs to complement
each other for the attainment of basic of basic
economic, political and social freedoms in the
society. The “Lower-older” refers to the
physiological needs, safety needs and social
needs and the “Higher-older” pertains to self-
esteem and the self-actualization. The fulfillment
of Hierarchy of Needs of Maslow can be made
possible through offering education to the poor,
the needy and the helpless individuals who
constitute 45% of the population in India.

The paper gives an overview of the progress and
the philosophy of Tenali School, South India,
established by the author in 1992 to promote the
educational, nutritional, health and career needs
of the poor children including orphans,
handicapped and abandoned children. Maslow’s
Theory of Hierarchy of Needs and Bhandura’s
socio-cultural theory will be applied to assess the
performance of the Tenali School in India. The
author explains the importance of educating the
poor in India, the cost of educating a child up to
high school diploma and the direct returns and
the social returns and social returns to the society
and the individual over his/her life span of up to
70 years.

It is intended to examine the early works of
Professor Kant and Dewey who support human
morality, health, self-esteem, social approval,
self-efficiency and cognitive abilities for a
speedy economic growth in less developed
nations. The paper concludes that offering
education to the poor especially children
accomplishes the goals of social justice, non
violation of civil and social liberties and
economic development in the third world.

The Political Costs of Conditionally
Moana Vercoe and Kristin Johnson

Claremont Graduate University
moana.vercoe @cgu.edu

Sovereignty has at its core the requirement of
supreme authority within a territory. Similarly
governance is defined as the act of effecting
government and monitoring (through policy) the
long-term strategy and direction of an
organization or a nation. In general, governance
comprises the traditions, institutions and
processes that determine how power is exercised,
how citizens are given a voice, and how
decisions are made on issues of public concern.
This paper examines government performance of
the independent Pacific Island states in relation
to aid conditionality imposed by major donors
such as Japan, Australia, New Zealand and the
Asian Development Bank. If the agenda for
domestic and international policy for many of
these nations is set exogenously by donor
nations, how can learning occur or effective
institutions that reflect the will of indigenous
populations develop? This paper compares
Pacific Island states across a number of
indicators of governance and government
performance. It offers a formal model showing
the impact of conditionality on the ability of
governments to respond to the will of the people.

Whither African Development: A
Preparatory For an African Alternative
Reformulation of the Concept of Development

Zubairu Wai
York University, Toronto, Canada

This paper takes the view that the concept of
development, both as an intellectual property and
practical project is in crisis. The stark realities
and scale of this crisis could be seen especially
in the African experience and experiment. This
should not be surprising: the idea of
development is alien to Africa; it is informed by
two interrelated strands of Eurocentric thoughts:
(a) “the Promethean self-conception of European
civilization,” and (b) Europe’s self-righteous
over-glorification and unreflective comparison of
their civilisation to others, a process which
produced “a particularistic conception of
modernity that they [Europeans] universalised as
human destiny” (McMichael, 2004). In
retrospect, development as practised and
conceptualised was never really a useful concept
for the productive organisation of African
societies, since it vulgarised tradition and
instituted European particularism as African, in
fact, universal human destiny. Because of this,
development would never be a universal human



emancipatory project despite its false optimism
and promise claiming to be so. As such it is
highly problematic and in fact a misnomer to
continue insisting on the Eurocentric
conceptualisations of development, “as the
harbinger of human emancipation” (Tucker,
1999), more so when quests for development
remain elusive and the world, especially Africa,
is replete with practical examples and
implications of its failures and unattainability.

This paper considers development from a
historical and African political economy
perspective. Its main preoccupations are (a) to
historically evaluate the implications of the
concept of development on social reproduction
in Africa (b), to interrogate where development
is headed, especially within the current impasse
that is characteristic of African, and in fact
global development; and (c) to identify ways in
which development might be reclaimed as an
emancipatory project that allows for an
indigenous African alternative that is embedded
in the lived socio-economic and political realities
of the continent and its people. This paper is
intended as a preparatory for developing an
African alternative to development both as a
theoretical construct and a practical enterprise. It
seeks to propose a clarification of the
possibilities for a reconceptualisation of
development, and argues that the only way of
going beyond the current impasse characteristic
of African development is by ensuring that any
design purporting to initiate or promote
development takes cognisance of and be
embedded in the lived social realities and
institutional practices of the legitimating
majority of the people. As such a starting point
would be devulgarising tradition and seeking an
accommodation with indigenous practices.

Development Ethics in the Context of Human
Trafficking: Analysing the Intersections of
Research and Agency.

David Waite & Dr Nick Lewis

University of Auckland
davidandrewwaite @hotmail.com

Human trafficking and under-development are
systematically related. With flows of people
moving from east to west in fundamentally
exploitative exchanges, trafficking typifies the
dark underside of globalisation and the inherent
inequalities of the contemporary world system at

their extremes. This paper highlights the ethical
issues arising from human trafficking as a
developmental phenomenon, and the dilemmas
arising from anti-trafficking interventions.
Ethical issues concerning human trafficking
research are widely traversed in the literature.
Common concern relates to what we are able to
know about human trafficking, and how an
appropriate methodology can be formulated.
Research has been driven by the underlying
political and ideological projects that motivate
development agencies. Although researchers are
committed to confronting and restricting violent
abuses, their work also reflects efforts to relieve
the moral anxieties of interested parties in the
west. We use a comparative analysis of
development agencies in the New Zealand
context to explore this argument.

Orientalism is a key feature of human trafficking
and of research of it. Orientalist mentalities
underwrite both trafficking networks and the
final demand for the labour trafficked, including
sex work, domestic service, and even
horticulture, where racialised discourses of
dexterity and approaches to work inflect patterns
of demand. In this paper we examine the
trafficking literature, the Sub-altern and
Postcolonial Studies literatures, and our own
analysis of examples in the New Zealand context
to illustrate the centrality of orientalism. We
emphasise the importance of giving voice to the
trafficked as both a pivotal ethos of development
studies and a way to negotiate some of the
ethical dilemmas we face.

Collaborative Water Governance: A Rights-
Based Alternative to Water Privatisation in
the Global South.

Vicky Walters

Massey University, Albany Campus
v.walters @massey.ac.nz

In recent years both right-based approaches to
development and collaborative governance
regimes have been receiving increased attention
as people-centred alternatives to development.
Rights-based approaches put people at the centre
of development through a focus on building the
capacity and capability of people to exercise
their rights, overcome development impediments
and shape their own destiny. Collaborative
governance regimes put people at the centre of
development by making society an inclusive
governance partner. At the turn of the



millennium one in five people lacked access to
sufficient quantities of safe water to meet their
basic daily needs. This is a humanitarian crisis
and a crisis of governance and has significant
implications for human development. In dealing
with the urban dimension of the water crisis
countries throughout the global South have
shifted from the state as owner, operator and
manager of basic water services toward a broad
range of initiatives involving private sector
participation (PSP). This paper explores PSP as a
strategy for dealing with the various aspects of
the urban water crisis and questions the viability
and sustainability of this approach as a policy
option. I then present collaborative governance
and the rights-based approach to development as
complementary and re-enforcing frameworks for
a people-centred alternative to privatisation
initiatives. Finally, ‘water democracy’, a term
already in use by some NGOs, is put forward as
a working concept for achieving socially
progressive outcomes in the area of urban water
supplies and human development.

Whose Values?: Cultural Values and
Livelihoods Analysis

Esther Water

Lincoln University
watere3 @lincoln.ac.nz

Many development interventions occur in a
cross-cultural context, thereby bringing together
diverse cultures and ontologies. There are many
examples of development outcomes where the
cultural values of the ‘beneficiaries’ of
development were not taken into account
resulting in unexpected consequences. This has
several implications. Firstly, large amounts of
resources are often poured into activities that
have little or no value for the communities they
are intended for. Secondly, projects and
programmes are not sustained, as they are
incongruent with the communities’ values.
Lastly, and importantly, within this interaction
issues of relative power and representation are
not addressed, thereby resulting in the imposition
of one set of cultural values over another —
essentially engendering a form of colonialism.

This paper explores the ways in which
development practitioners take into account the
cultural values of the individuals and
communities they are working with when
undertaking livelihoods analysis.

The paper is intended to generate a better
understanding of how cultural values are
interpreted and utilised by development
practitioners within the development context,
with the view of opening up the conceptual space
to consider how cultural values can be better
‘flagged’ within the Sustainable Livelihoods
Approach.

Naming the Game: who is the beneficiary in
the field of international education aid
projects?

Jacqueline Widin

Faculty of Education,

University of Technology Sydney, Australia
Jacquie.Widin@uts.edu.au

This paper focuses on stakeholder interests in aid
funded language education projects. Aid projects
are often simply presented as equal partnerships
between the donors and recipients with the latter
being the identifiable beneficiary. The terms
'partnerships’, 'beneficiaries' and 'stakeholders’
are used freely in the aid and development field
and assume 'common sense' meanings. I present
these words as slippery terms used to mean
different things by different actors. I will show
that aid projects are generally messy and
complicated. They are arenas where some
interests dominate over others, in particular the
donors often receive the most benefit from the
project.

I draw on my experience of working in aid
funded education projects in South East Asia to
explore the complexity of stakeholder interests.
This paper attempts to answer questions such as:
what are stakeholder interests in the project and
how are these interests represented in project
negotiations? How are the benefits distributed in
the project field? What defines the success or
failure of a project?

Partners’ visits as dialogue
Jeff Wild

National Council of Churches, Australia
jwild@ncca.org.au

Non-government development organizations
(NGDOs) proclaim the value of building a sense
of partnership with agencies in receiving nations.
Critical examination of the experience of these



partnerships can highlight areas for
improvement.

As part of our partnership we, the National
Council of Churches in Australia, invite
representatives of the partner organizations to
visit. They usually receive a briefing in Sydney
and then visit state offices who organize
speaking engagements and other activities at the
local level. These have the purpose of promoting
our education and fundraising programs. To
what extent does the partner experience this as
an opportunity for dialogue? How is it seen in
the context of the overall relationship? How does
our experience match that of another NGDO?

This paper will outline the indicators of dialogue.
It will then present the results of interviews with
recent visitors, with our staff, then with staff of
another comparable NGDO. These will be
compared with the published aims of the NGOs
and with the expectations of the visitors.
Conclusions may then be made about possible
improvements and questions that are still
unresolved. This will be a contribution to
empowerment of partners from the South and to
the quality of dialogue.

Barriers to Health Care in Papua New Guinea
Carmel Williams

The Fred Hollows Foundation New Zealand
cwilliams @hollows.org

Government spending on health in PNG totals
$US 19 per person per year — about 2% of the
government spend in New Zealand. A declining
health budget over the past 10 years has seen
about half the rural health ‘aid posts’ and many
rural and urban health centres close.
Consequently, access to health services is
problematic.

A survey was conducted by The Fred Hollows
Foundation NZ in 2005 to document the barriers
to eye health service for men and women in
PNG. Focus group discussions in villages
throughout the Central Province, involving 260
men and women, found only a third of those
requiring eye health services sought treatment.
Reasons for not accessing care included: hospital
and medicine fees, high cost of transport to, and
accommodation in, urban centres,
communication difficulties in hospital,
cumbersome hospital booking systems, fear of
hospitals and doctors, security issues associated

with travel or no one to accompany them.
Women expressed fear of hospitals, and
difficulty in gaining access more frequently than
men did. Many people accepted poor health as
part of ageing and had little awareness of
medical services or treatment options.

This research reinforces that when designing and
implementing health service, issues of
affordability, access, equity, gender,
communication, safety and education are critical
for the use and sustainability of the service.

PPPS: Perils of partnering with the public
sector

Carmel Williams

The Fred Hollows Foundation, NZ
cwilliams @hollows.org

Many health services are sustainable only when
they are provided by the public health system.
However, partnering with ministries of health
isn’t for the faint hearted! The Fred Hollows
Foundation (NZ) has engaged with ministries in
the Pacific for the past four years, and suggests
that the pitfalls in the partnerships can include:

If a health service is prioritised by government
and donor partners, it is likely to be included in a
sector wide approach (SWAP) attracting large
scale funding, especially for planning purposes.
NGOs tend to be invited in at the implementation
phase when all else has failed (eg, HIV/AIDS in
PNG).

Health care services outside priority areas attract
little, if any, funding from local government or
donors. As aresult NGOs are welcome, but
ministries of health do little to integrate non
prioritised services into their planning strategies,
which jeopardises sustainability of these
services.

Ministries are often plagued with bureaucracy,
dysfunction and systems that disallow individual
decision making. It can be the antithesis to the
culture of an NGO.

Within a health system your project is vulnerable
to international politics (is your hospital being
built by the Taiwanese?), political whims (AIDS,
condoms and marriage), power plays (is your
minister in favour with the PM?), budget cuts
(no chance of more equipment), migration issues
(where did those graduates you sponsored go?)
and civil unrest (as seen this year in Honiara and
Timor).

It’s a minefield, but this presentation provides
tips on how to navigate it!



Gender Orthodoxies... Reframing the debate
on Female-headed households (FHHs). The
case of Samoa

Rochelle Stewart-Withers

Massey University
R.R.Stewart-Withers @massey.ac.nz

According to conventional development
scholarship and practice, ‘FHHs’ are seen in
homogenous ways: socially isolated, lacking in
agency and poor, equated with the ‘feminisation
of poverty’ to the point of orthodoxy. In line
with the old/new poverty agenda it is argued
‘FHHs’ therefore require targeting.

Using a feminist post-development framework
and the unique cultural context of Samoa, this
research offers a counter-hegemonic argument
by outlining how fa’aSamoa, and in particular
the feagaiga relationship and the practice of
fa’alavelave have worked to enable and
empower ‘FHHs’. In undertaking this
exploration this research highlights how culture
as ‘lived experience’ must be afforded the
highest priority if we are to understand the
situation of different social groups and thus
improve the living conditions of the poor.

Social Capital and Suicide Prevention: Ideas
from the Pacific

Rochelle Stewart-Withers* and Dr Anthony
O’Brien

Massey University, Palmerston North, NZ* and
Southern Cross University, Lismore, AU
R.R.Stewart-Withers @massey.ac.nz and
aobrien @scu.edu.au

Social capital has been identified as an important
concept for explaining certain social and
economic variations within communities and
countries (World Bank 1999). Indeed, social
capital has been labelled the ‘missing link’ or
final piece in the development jigsaw (Willis
2005:111). Accordingly, strategies to measure,
promote and build social capital have been
incorporated into social research, policy and
practice, both in the West and the Third World
(Portes 1998:1). In relation to health, Cullen and
Whiteford (2001) are just two of many who
suggest that high social capital levels correlate
with low rates of attempted and successful
suicides. Consequently, a multitude of policy

documents now feature the building of social
capital as a strategy for preventing suicide.

This paper draws on some Pacific examples to
argue that Western models of health promotion
and suicide prevention, especially those which
draw on conventional understandings of social
capital, are not appropriate for non-Western
communities, for they are generally not sensitive
to cultural beliefs, values and rituals. As such,
the value of homogenously promoting social
capital as an adjunct to suicide prevention
strategies needs to be questioned. Suicide
prevention and resilience strategies must be
culturally relevant and developed ‘by the people
for the people’, to address the nature of any
suicide problems.

The Millenium Development Goals in the
Pacific: Progress, Pitfalls and Possibilities
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This presentation/paper will discuss progress
towards the Millennium Development Goals in
the Pacific region. It will — using conventional
data sources such as the Secretariat of the Pacific
Database — assess progress towards the MDGs in
the Pacific. It will also discuss the limitations
associated with these, conventional, data sources
and explain why they may not reveal the full
picture. The paper will then go on to outline the
key challenges to meeting the Goals in the
Pacific and, finally, it will outline potential
solutions to these challenges.

Tourist Fale for Development: Assessing
beach fale businesses in rural Samoa

James H. Woods

Lincoln University
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Beach fale businesses are a livelihood option for
those with beach access. They have evolved
from Samoa’s culture and natural resources. The
strengths of these family owned enterprises
revolve around compatibility and include social,
cultural, and environmental components.
Weaknesses occur on two levels: micro and
macro. On a micro level, management, links to



markets, and family dysfunctional issues are
examples of weak points. On a macro level,
beach fale businesses are susceptible to natural
disasters and international tourism issues. The
research also identified awareness and
acceptance of differing ‘business styles’ (i.e.
palagi and fa’aSamoa), as well as ‘fale
evolution’, as critical factors impacting beach
fale success.

The route forward should focus on factors within
Samoan control and include economic,
environmental, and cultural components. A
balanced community approach which includes
all stakeholders is reasonable.

Aligning these actions with Samoa’s tourism
vision, building on culture, fa’aSamoa, and fale,
while addressing constraints to success, will
yield a more broadly viable livelihood option.
Reliance on tourism has long term macro-
economic and environmental risks. Thus, it
would be prudent to rely on beach fale tourism
as a bridge on the pathway of development, not
as a destination of development.
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