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Examples of Resources We Hold on the Pacific Islands 
 

From the Dev-Zone Library: 
 
 
Worlds Apart: A History Of The Pacific Islands 
I.C. Campbell, Canterbury University Press, 2003 
This book offers a concise, straightforward narrative in a 
clear, readable style, spanning the entire subject from the 
first settlement by Pacific Islanders through the centuries of 
European contact, cultural influence and colonialism, to the 
coming of independence and the developments since then. 
This book has not been written for fellow academics but for 
the many people who want to know 'what happened'.  
 
Tu Galala: Social Change In The Pacific  
David Robie, Bridget Williams Books, 1992  
The Pacific region is often far from what its name implies. Behind the postcard image 
of golden sunsets and uncrowded tropical beaches is the reality of increasing 
economic injustices, rising militarization, the threat and practice of nuclear testing and 
the seemingly endless struggle for independence. ‘Tu Galala’ is a Fijian phrase 
meaning self-determination or freedom. It is an apt title for a book so clearly 
dedicated to the struggle for authentic development and the pursuit of the Pacific 
people’s rights. 
 
Tales of the Tikongs   
E Hau'ofa, Longman Paul, 1983 
A book that provides insight into the characters that live and work on Tiko. A 
lighthearted look at Tiko where instead of working six days and resting on the 
seventh, Tiko rests six days and works the seventh. The book focuses in a nice way on 
the eccentricities of the community.  
 
Literacy, Book Publishing And Civil Society  
Linda Crowl, Australian National University, 2002 
Despite batteries of tests given at intervals during schooling years, literacy rates 
among Pacific Island populations are low, particularly in Melanesia. Low literacy 
rates are markers not only of inability to read but also of a lack of communication 
flows. Local, national, regional, and international attempts to address information 
needs through book publishing are often shortsighted and contradictory. The politics 
and economics of publishing are such that Oceanic peoples are often deprived of 
resources needed for informed, stable societies.    
 
Re-Thinking Aid Relationships In Pacific Education  
Kabini Sanga, Cherie Chu, Cedric Hall and Linda Crowl (eds), Victoria University of 
Wellington and University of the South Pacific, 2005 
Thirty scholars analyse how relationships between donors and Pacific-country 
recipients affect education in the Cook Islands, Fiji, Aotearoa New Zealand, Niue, 
Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Vanuatu, and the region as a 
whole. They discuss building aid relationships, evaluating projects, creating 

 



consultancy capacity, and mentoring Pacific students. They investigate aid delivery 
mechanisms, gender and school administration, and the impact of volunteers.   
 

Pacific Art Niu Sila: The Pacific Dimension Of 
Contemporary New Zealand Arts    
Sean Mallon and Pandora Fulimalo Pereira, Te Papa Press, 2002 
Pacific Art Niu Sila highlights some of the ways that Pacific 
peoples have contributed to New Zealand arts from the 1950s to 
the present day. This book provides a snapshot of contemporary 
practice across the arts, highlighting what is and has been 
important and relevant in different genres. It covers a range of art 
forms including tivaevae, tatau, tapa, weaving, film and 
photography, painting and sculpture, architecture, theatre, 

literature, costume, jewellery, music and dance.    
 
Bitter Sweet: Indigenous Women In The Pacific   
Alison Jones (ed) et al University of Otago Press, 2000   
This book is a collection of writings reprinted from the Women's Studies Journal. 
Though covering a range of topics and areas, they are united in their concern with 
"issues of representation and identity". Topics studied include the images of Maori 
women on postcards, gender and work in Fiji, and poetry by Pacific Island women. 
 
Mi Mere: Poetry And Prose By Solomon Islands Women Writers  
Solomon Islands Women Writers, University of the South Pacific, 
1983  
The writings not only give a glimpse into our women’s past, their 
present thoughts, ideas and impressions, they also show their 
concerns for the future. The work is both thought provoking and 
revealing. Doubtless the readers will find parts that reflect their own 
lives and experience, emotions, and conflicts. 
 
The Impact Of Tradition And Religion On Women's Lives In The South Pacific  
Akuila Yabaki and Eta Varani Norton, Secretariat of the Pacific Community, 2004 
This paper will discuss the link between different institutions in Pacific Island 
societies and their impact on women in their daily intercourse within their 
environment. The discussion will focus especially on institutions of religion and those 
of traditional culture, and the organizations that represent women in their island 
countries today. The paper deals especially with religion and its relationship to two 
other institutions: the "vanua" and the state, and the way they are helping to 
perpetuate religious values and customary practices.    
 
Pacific Women On The Move: Establishment Of PGWNet  
Shirley Randell (ed), Blackstone Publishing, 2003   
Pacific Graduates Women's Network (PGWNet) is a living, expanding and 
strengthening network linking individual and groups of graduate women throughout 
the Pacific. This book contains stories of nine women graduates and show with 
training, encouragement, support and opportunities, Pacific Island women have 
achieved success in both traditional and non-traditional areas and can now participate 
on an equal basis with men.  



Culture And Sustainable Development In The Pacific 
Antony Hooper (ed.), Asia Pacific Press, 2000 
Throughout the South Pacific, notions of ‘culture’ and 
‘development’ are very much alive. However, the terms 
are ften counterposed, and development along with 
‘economic rationality’, ‘good governance’ and ‘progress’ 
is set against culture or ‘custom’, ‘tradition’ and ‘identity’. 
The decay of custom and impoverishment of culture are 
often seen as wrought by development, while failures of 
development are haunted by the notion that they are due, 
somehow, to the darker, irrational influences of culture. 

 
Poverty In Fiji And The Pacific Islands  
Crosbie Walsh, 2003  
While some now accept the existence of low levels of poverty, few if any traditional 
or modern leaders in government, business or civil society accept responsibility for its 
emergence. Suggested solutions typically focus on "capacity building", "social 
protection', job creation through economic growth and the gamut of policies 
associated with "Structural adjustment" and globalisation.  
 
Not If But When: Adapting To Natural Hazards In The Pacific Islands Regions 
Sofia Bettencourt et al, World Bank, 2005 
Pacific Island countries rank among the most vulnerable in the world to natural 
disasters. With the climate trend for the Pacific pointing to more extreme conditions 
and increased climate variability in the future, Pacific Island countries have little 
choice but to develop comprehensive risk management plans for the natural hazards 
they face.  
 

 
From the Dev-Zone Website: 

 
The Pacific Development Directory  
The Pacific Development Directory provides details of agencies and organisations 
working on development projects in the Pacific. It informs of avenues of assistance to 
Pacific Island countries, enables interaction between agencies, and assists in 
coordination and management of development programmes. 
http://www.dev-zone.org/pdd/ 
 
Responsible Tourism Code for the Pacific 
Developed by Dev-Zone, the aim of the Responsible Tourism Code for the Pacific is 
to educate travellers about how to behave more responsibly (both culturally and 
environmentally, and as a consumer) while on holiday in the Pacific.  
http://www.responsibletourism.org.nz/index.html 
 
Poems from the Solomon Islands 
These poems, entitled ‘Kennedy Island’ and ‘O White Man’, vividly illustrate some of 
the paradoxes of 'development'. (Jully Makini, Development Journal no.49, 2006) 
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/development/journal/v49/n1/full/1100241a.html 



Why Religion, Race, And Gender Matter In Pacific Politics  
Christianity in the Pacific is neither foreign nor imposed, but rather an indigenised 
daily spiritual experience and a powerful ritual practice. This article addresses a set of 
intersecting issues - religion, gender, and 'race' or 'ethnicity' - which loom large in 
politics and governance throughout the Pacific region. (Development Bulletin, 2002)  
http://devnet.anu.edu.au/online%20versions%20pdfs/59/0559Douglas.pdf 

 
Pacific Focus: Documentary Photography 
Pacific Focus aims to promote documentary photography practice in the Pacific 
region. The site offers a free web-based resource for photographers to showcase 
photo-essays about the people, cultures and issues of the Pacific Islands. 
http://www.pacificfocus.org 

 
Carving Out - Development in the Pacific 
In this 13-part multimedia series takes the pulse of the Pacific, Pacific Islanders talk 
about cultural identity, health, education and the state of their environment, voicing 
their practical solutions to the big questions affecting the Pacific. (Radio Australia) 
http://www.abc.net.au/ra/carvingout 
 
Signs of hope amid Papua New Guinea's need 
This article looks at the debate between churches in Papua New Guinea on how to 
handle the AIDS epidemic. It also profiles several Papua New Guineans that have 
received help from various NGO and NZAID schemes, including a project to 
'sensitise' police to HIV and human rights issues. (New Zealand Herald, 6 May 2006) 
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/section/story.cfm?c_id=1&ObjectID=10381939 
 
The Pacific: Online Communities 
Within this website there are websites for each of the Pacific Island states, 
establishing Online Communities where people can chat, share information and relax, 
while preserving valuable information for generations to come.  
http://www.thepacific.co.nz/ 
 
Ethnic tensions and the rule of law: lessons from Fiji since May 2000 
In the case of Fiji tensions exist at two levels: the most obvious is the interethnic 
context with Indigenous Fijians and the immigrant Indian. The second and subtler are 
those among Indigenous Fijians themselves. (Joni Madraiwiwi September 16, 2004) 
http://www.ccf.org.fj/artman/publish/article_222.shtml 
 
Police Beatings, Rape, and Torture of Children in Papua New Guinea 
PNG’s serious crime problem is being met with a violent police response. Brutal 
beatings, rape, and torture of children, as well as confinement in sordid police lockup, 
are widespread police practices. Despite official acknowledgement, almost nothing 
has been done to stop this. (Human Rights Watch, 2005) 
http://hrw.org/reports/2005/png0905/ 
 
Meri Kirap, Women Arise! Promoting women's rights in Papua New Guinea 
In this personal piece of writing, an Australian activist and film-maker shares her 
experience of 20 years of work with women's rights in Papua New Guinea. (Robyn 
Slarke, Development Journal no.49, Society for International Development, 2006) 
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/development/journal/v49/n1/full/1100239a.html 



Tonga failed to get tsunami alert 
When a massive magnitude 7.8 earthquake rocked the South Pacific island nation of 
Tonga, a power failure prevented international tsunami warnings from reaching the 
tiny country. While little damage was caused to Tonga or other countries in the South 
Pacific beyond broken windows, the quake has raised troubling questions about the 
effectiveness of tsunami alerts. (Associated Press & CNN, 4 May 2006) 
http://edition.cnn.com/2006/WORLD/asiapcf/05/03/earthquake.tonga.ap/ 
 
A sinking feeling: views on climate change from Tuvalu 
The floods are getting worse in Tuvalu. As scientists argue over climate change and 
struggle to measure rising seas, the author meets the locals of this tiny island nation, 
whose attitudes and responses to the impending catastrophe vary in complex and 
sometimes surprising ways. (Samir S. Patel, Nature, April 2006)  
http://www.scidev.net/pdffiles/nature/tuvalu.pdf 
 
The Secret War Against The Defenceless People Of West Papua 
According to this journalist, Indonesia's brutal occupation of West Papua, with the 
support of Western governments, is one of the great secrets of our time. (John Pilger, 
the Independent, 10 March 10 2006) 
http://www.zmag.org/sustainers/content/2006-03/10pilger.cfm 
 
Vanuatu Mechanic Going to Town on Tank of Coconut Oil  
Among the advantages of using coconut oil over petroleum to run vehicles: it doesn't 
make black smoke, it is less costly (at least in the South Pacific), it has the potential to 
stimulate employment among local coconut growers, and, perhaps most importantly 
for the world at large, it is an environmentally friendly fuel.  
http://166.122.164.43/archive/2003/August/08-21-feature.htm 
 
Solomon Islands: Women confronting violence 
Women and girls in the Solomon Islands remain at risk of violence following a five-
year armed conflict. Groups of armed men have raped women, tortured men and 
destroyed family homes during raids on villages. This report examines the causes and 
consequences of the violence. (Amnesty International, October 2004) 
http://web.amnesty.org/library/index/engasa430012004 
 
On A Tiny Island, Catchy Web Name Sparks A Battle 
Back when the internet was little known, a U.S. company acquired Niue's domain 
name, marketing ".nu" in Sweden, where it means ".now". The firm reciprocated by 
investing in Niue's infrastructure. But in a complex debate over online sovereignty, 
Niue now seeks more control of its .nu name. (Christopher Rhoads, Wall Street 
Journal, 29 March 2006) 
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/06088/677770-96.stm 
 
The Pacific Region's Global Challenges: Beyond the Doom and Gloom 
The island people of the Pacific face numerous challenges in the contemporary era of 
globalisation. This lecture looks beyond the dire warnings of bankrupt economies, 
disordered societies, violent conflicts and drowning islands to provide an overview of 
the very real challenges that face island people. (Vijay Naidu, Victoria University, 20 
September 2005) 
http://www.dev-zone.org/downloads/inaugurallPacific%20Regionfinal.doc 


