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The DevDevDevDev----Zone Library Zone Library Zone Library Zone Library holds videos and DVDs from its two programmes, the Global  
Education Centre and Dev-Zone. The library is free to join and borrow for all those living 
in Aotearoa New Zealand. We have a wide range of books, videos, DVDs, journals,  
newsletters, magazines, and reference materials. 
 

 
All the DVDs and videos in this update bulletin are on the DevDevDevDev––––Zone onlineZone onlineZone onlineZone online    
 catalogue catalogue catalogue catalogue. If you are a registered borrower you can request items directly from the 

online catalogue. You can also register with Dev-Zone online 
http://www.dev-zone.org/library/ 

 
DevDevDevDev----Zone Library Zone Library Zone Library Zone Library is open weekdays 9am-5pm. If you live in Wellington come and visit 
us. 
Level 2 James Smiths Bldg 
55 Cuba St 
PO Box 12440 
Wellington, Aotearoa New Zealand 
 
Phone : 04 496 9598 
Fax: 04 496 9599  
Email: library@dev-zone.org    
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NEW DVDS AND VIDEOS ADDED TO THE DEV-ZONE LIBRARY NOVEMBER 2007 

Life's a beach : a coastal education resource kit (DVD, 13 mins) 

Whakatane, NZ: Environment Bay of Plenty; DVD 13 mins; CD Rom 

This is a coastal management kit for schools with objectives to investigate nature and uses of beaches, plants 

and animals existing in sand dunes, impact of humans and protection of the sand dunes and action that can be 

taken. It is a secondary school teaching resource for social studies. This resource contains lessons, plans, 

assessment suggestions, a field trip experience and extra activities. The activities in this kit can be used for 

Level 2 to 8 of the New Zealand school curriculum. 

http://www.ebop.govt.nz/Education/Lifes-a-beach.asp 

 

What's really in our food? Inside New Zealand (DVD, 14 mins) 

Wellington: Top Shelf Productions, 2007. 

New Zealanders eat a cocktail of food additives every day but don't realise that many of these additives are 

banned overseas, and we could be putting ourselves and our families at risk. Inside New Zealand investigated 

What’s Really In Our Food? More than 4,000 additives are put in to the food we eat in New Zealand 

compared with the 3,000 added to foods sold throughout North America. But what is even more worrying is 

that many of these additives are banned overseas. Like the food colouring amaranth. It has been linked to 

asthma, skin rashes and hyperactivity and is banned in many foreign countries. The film dissects a typical 

New Zealand family’s diet, focusing on the amount of additives they consume and the health risks, while also 

demonstrating the psychology behind the use of additives and why food manufacturers use them. 

 

Maria full of grace (DVD, 97 mins) 

Marsden, Joshua (Director). Australia: HBO Films, 2004. 

This is a film about the drug trade and a portrait on one women snared within. In order to bring money to her 

family and escape the stifling existence of her Colombian town, Maria risks becoming a mule for a drug ring. 

This is a harrowing, life-changing and life-threatening journey. Although this is not a true story, it is a story 

that happens everyday. 

 

A Crude awakening : the oil crash 

Gelpke, Basil (Director) McCormack, Ray (Director). Australia: Madman Films, 

This documentary presents an argument that the era of cheap oil is in the past. This well researched film goes 

deep into the realities of a world that is both addicted to fossil fuels and blissfully unaware of the looming 

"peak oil" crisis. Drawing on an international cast of energy experts and thinkers, directors Basil Gelpke and 

Ray McCormack debunk the conventional wisdom that oil production will continue to climb, and instead 

view a planet facing economic meltdown and conflict over its most valuable resource. The film provides a 

glimmer of possible solutions to the most perplexing and important economic, environmental and public 

policy issue of our time. 

 

Literacy - key to Afghan's future (DVD, 20 mins) 

Emani, Jamila (Director). Kabul, Afghanistan: Women's Eyes Media, 2007. 

In Afghanistan 40% of women are illiterate. This documentary examines a UNICEF literacy programme for 

women which compliments government literacy programmes. Nearly 1800 adult learning centres have been 

established. Programmes involve training teachers, educating women in household skills and child rearing. 

Craft skills such as embroidery are also taught to women to help ends meet. In Kabul, many of the Taleban 

are against education for women. This film illuminates social problems and promotes respect for Afghan 

women’s rights. 

 

 



4 

What future for the United Nations? #2 (DVD, 15 mins) 

New York, NY: The Centre for War/Peace Studies, 2007. 

Working on the premise that the present international decision-making system is obsolete, the Centre for 

War/Peace Studies (CW/PS) has developed the Binding Triad System for global decision-making. Under the 

Binding Triad concept, the U.N. General Assembly would be transformed from a powerless "Town Meeting of 

the World" into a genuine global legislature. Its decisions would require majorities on three "legs," based on 

the present one-nation-one-vote arrangement, population, and contributions to the regular U.N. budget, which 

are a rough measure of GNP. The DVD features Walter Cronkite and Professor Edward C. Luck from 

Columbia University. 

 

A World tour of song  (DVD 50 mins) 

Raphael, Julian (Director). Wellington: Wellington Community Choir, 2007. 

This film includes the Wellington Community choir, Bjala Rada (Men's group), Maria's Peers (Women's 

group) and Djansa Djembe Drummers playing a selection of music from South Africa, Zimbabwe, Ghana, 

South Georgia, Croatia, Macedonia, Bulgaria, and Aoteoroa New Zealand. 

 

Reel bad Arabs : how Hollywood vilifies a people (DVD, 50 mins) 

Jhally, Sut (Director). Northampton, MA: Media Education Foundation, 2006. 

Featuring acclaimed author Dr. Jack Shaheen, the film explores a long line of degrading images of Arabs -

from Bedouin bandits to sinister sheikhs and gun-wielding "terrorists" - along the way offering devastating 

insights into the origin of these stereotypic images, their development at key points in US history, and why 

they matter so much today. Shaheen shows how the persistence of these images over time has served to 

naturalize prejudicial attitudes toward Arabs and Arab culture, in the process reinforcing a narrow view of 

individual Arabs and the effects of specific US domestic and international policies on their lives. The film 

challenges viewers to recognize the urgent need for counter-narratives that do justice to the diversity and 

humanity of Arab people and the reality and richness of Arab history and culture. 

 

Black gold : a film by Nick and Marc Francis (DVD, 78 mins) 

Francis, Nick (Director) Franicis, Marc (Director). United Kingdom: Speak-it Films in association with Fulcrum 
Productions, 2006. 

As westerners revel in designer lattes and cappuccinos, impoverished Ethiopian coffee growers suffer the bitter 

taste of injustice. This eye-opening documentary traces one man's fight for a fair price. Tadesse Meskela is on 

a mission to save his 74,000 struggling coffee farmers from bankruptcy. As his farmers strive to harvest some 

of the highest quality coffee beans on the international market, Tadesse travels the world in an attempt to find 

buyers willing to pay a fair price. Against the backdrop of Tadesse's journey to London and Seattle, the 

enormous power of the multinational players that dominate the world's coffee trade becomes apparent. New 

York commodity traders, the international coffee exchanges, and the double dealings of trade ministers at the 

World Trade Organisation reveal the many challenges Tadesse faces in his quest for a long term solution for 

his farmers. 

 

Amazing grace (DVD, 113 mins) 

Apted, Michael (Director). Los Angels, CA: Bristol Bay Productions, 2006. 

This film documents the true story of William Wilberforce who tirelessly led the campaign to abolish slavery 

in Britain. At a time when the slave trade was not only perceived as acceptable but as a necessity for the 

economy. Wilberforce and his fellow abolishionists dared to speak out against mass injustice, fighting long 

and hard for freedom for others. 
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Favela rising : a film by Jeff Zimbalist and Matt Mochary (DVD, 79 mins) 

Zimbalist, Jeff (Director) Mochary, Matt (Director). Australia: Madman Entertainment, 2005. 

This film documents life in a Brazilian squatter settlement, Haunted by the murders of his family and many of 

his friends, Anderson Sa is a former drugs-trafficker who turns social revolutionary in Rio de Janeiro's most 

feared slum. Through hip-hop music, the rhythms of the street and Afro-Brazilian dance he rallies his 

community to counteract the violent oppression enforced by teenage drug armies and sustained by corrupt 

police. At the dawn of liberation, just as collective mobility is overcoming all odds and Anderson's grassroots 

Afro Reggae movement is at the height of success, a tragic accident threatens to silence the movement forever. 

 

5 sides of a coin (DVD 70 mins) (DVD, 70 mins) 

Kell, Paul (Director). Australia: Madman Entertainment, 2005. 

Exploding the myth that Hip-Hop is merely "Rap music", this film provides and overview of the international 

culture of Hip-Hop. This documentary presents Hip-Hop culture for what it really is: it's origins, diaspora and 

the five basic elements that help to define it. Today Hip-Hop is a world-wide phenomenon, a multi-billion 

dollar industry and is a distinguished and socially relevant culture. This film documents a journey that spans 

generations and continents, weaving together interviews and ideologies, never losing track of the pulsing beat. 

 


