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Books 

Human trafficking : zero tolerance to impunity: South Asia Policy Dialogue on Human Trafficking 2003 
proceedings / Thapa, Pranita (ed) 
Nepal: Himalayan Human Rights Monitors (HimRights), 2003 

In South Asia patterns of movement of kidnapped or bonded labour has taken place and in some 
communities has been the sole source of income beyond subsistence agriculture. While human 
trafficking has been an integral part of the traditional economy of the Asian region, it is only recently 
that it has become part of the global process with victims being found in other countries in Asia and 
the Gulf. In order to develop strategies to combat a harmful criminal activity, some regional strategy 
must be found. 

 

Kaupapa : New Zealand poets, world issues / Baker, Hinemoana (ed);  McMillan, Maria (ed) 
Wellington: Development Resource Centre, 2007.  

In this book, poets from Aoteoroa take on the world. Speaking to the tradition of waiata tawhito, of 
war poetry, of redemption songs and resistance, Kaupapa is a compelling new anthology from forty-
five new and established New Zealand poets. 

 

China in India / Lee, Margaret C.; Melber, Henning;  Naidu, Sanusha; Taylor, Ian 
Uppsala: Nordiska Afrikainstitutet, 2007 

The contributions to this compilation add in various ways to the ongoing discussion on China’s role in 
Africa. They offer a blend of general overviews on the new scramble for Africa’s resources, the Chinese 
expansion into Africa and case studies on Uganda and South Africa. They present reflections on and 
insights to a current theme, which is widely and controversially debated also within Africa. 
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Up in smoke? Asia and the Pacific : the threat from climate change to human development and the 
environment  
London: Oxfam International, 2007.  

The human drama of climate change will largely be played out in Asia, where over 60 per cent of the 
world’s population, around four billion people, live. Over half of those live near the coast, making them 
directly vulnerable to sea-level rise. Disruption to the region’s water cycle caused by climate change 
also threatens the security and productivity of the food systems upon which they depend. This report 
looks at positive measures that are being taken – by governments, by civil society and by people 
themselves – to reduce the causes of climate change and to overcome its effects.  
http://www.oxfam.org/en/files/up_in_smoke_asia_nov07.pdf/download 

 

The Impact of China on Sub-Saharan Africa / Kaplinsky, Raphael; McCormick, Dorothy; Morris, Mike 
Brighton: Institute of Development Studies (IDS), 2007. 

This paper presents a study on the impact of trade between China and Sub Saharan Africa countries 
which has been growing rapidly since 2001. A synthetic framework for assessing the impact involved 
three primary channels of transmission - Trade, Foreign Direct Investment and Aid. This Focus was 
mainly on complementary-competitive dimension of impacts, and on the direct and indirect impacts. It 
also presents policy challenges posed by this growth of Chinese presence in Sub Saharan Africa.  
http://www.uk.cn/uploadfiles/2006428172021581.doc 

 

Mahi aroha : Maori perspectives on volunteering and cultural obligations  
Wellington: Office of the Community and Voluntary Sector, 2007.  

The Mahi Aroha report clarifies the relationship between the fulfilment of cultural obligations and 
volunteering for Maori and supports the Government Policy on Volunteering of, “a society with a high 
level of volunteering, where the many contributions people make through volunteering and fulfilment 
of cultural obligations are actively supported and valued”.  
http://www.ocvs.govt.nz/documents/reports/mahi-aroha.pdf 

 

The Chittagong Hill tracts : life and nature at risk / Devasish Roy, Raja; Guhathakurta, Meghna; 
Mohsin, Amena; Tripura, Prashanta; Gain, Philip 
Dhaka, Bangladesh: Society for Environment and Human Development (SEHD), 2000.  

"The Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) in the southeast of Bangladesh is unique and forms a bridge 
between South Asia and Southeast Asia. The hill indigenous people who are divided into 12 groups 
exhibit distinct and different cultures. However this mountainous region and its original inhabitants 
have undergone enormous assault and sufferings due to ill-conceived development initiatives and 
human greed. The book presents information, analysis and photographic evidence about how the land, 
life and nature in the Chittagong Hill Tracts are at risk. Incidents throughout the past half-century 
have changed the CHT to such a great extent that it no longer remains in its original shape. 
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Hidden apartheid : caste discrimination against India's "Untouchables"  
New York, NY: Human Rights Watch, 2006.  

More than 165 million people in India continue to be subject to discrimination, exploitation, and 
violence simply because of their caste. In India’s “hidden apartheid,” “untouchability” relegates 
Dalits, or so-called untouchables, throughout the country to a lifetime of segregation and abuse. Caste-
based divisions continue to dominate in housing, marriage, employment, and general social 
interaction—divisions that are reinforced through economic boycotts and physical violence. This book 
was produced as a shadow report in response to India’s submission to the United Nations Committee 
on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, which monitors implementation of the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD).  
http://www.hrw.org/reports/2007/india0207/india0207webwcover.pdf 

 

Indonesia : Out of sight : endemic abuse and impunity in Papua's Central Highlands  
New York, NY: Human Rights Watch, 2003.  

For years the Central Highlands region in Indonesia's Papua province has been the site of tense 
confrontations between Indonesian police, military units, and small cells of Organisasi Papua Merdeka 
guerrillas. Access to Papua, however, is severely limited for journalists and human rights observers, 
making reliable information hard to come by. This report is one of the few detailed accounts of human 
rights conditions in the region. This report shines a light on Indonesia’s security force abuses in the 
region, raising serious questions about how those forces act when hidden from public view. It 
documents a series of rights violations—including murders, rape, forced displacement, and looting—
committed by security forces during operations to arrest members of the OPM. There is also compelling 
evidence suggesting that even during routine policing, officers often use excessive force.  
http://hrw.org/reports/2007/papua0707/papua0707webwcover.pdf 

 

DVDs 

How to save the world / Burstyn, Thomas (Producer & Director); Burstyn, Barbara (Producer & 
director) 
Hastings, NZ: Cloud South Films Ltd, 2007.  

This film exposes globalisation and its mantra of infinite growth in a finite world for what it really is: 
an environmental and human disaster. Across India marginal farmers are fighting back. By reviving 
the arcane form of agriculture, they are saving their poisoned lands and exposing the biocolonialism of 
multinational corporations. The battle for the agricultural control in India may just dictate the future 
of the earth. 

 

Climate change : we can make a difference  
New Zealand: Communities for Climate Protection, 2007.  

This short documentary briefly describes greenhouse gases and climate change causes. After 
illustrating that our climate is indeed changing, it shows that coastal communities are at risk. It also 
gives examples of extreme climatic events which will become more frequent in the future. The film 
finally discusses where we can go from here. 
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Kanyini / Hogan, Melanie (Director) 
Australia: Hopscotch Entertainment, 2006.  

Kanyini is a story told by an Aboriginal man who lives beside the greatest monolith in the world, 
Uluru in Central Australia. Based on his personal journey and the wisdom he learnt from the old people 
in the bush, he tells the tale of why indigenous people are now struggling in a modern world and what 
needs to be done to move Aboriginal people forward. A tale of indigenous wisdom clashing against 
materialistic notions of progress, this is not only the story of one man and his people but the story of 
the human race. 

 

Making a difference : college volunteers abroad (DVD) / Gliner, Bob (Director) 
Lanham, MD: National Film Network, 2000.  

This program highlights students doing volunteer work and engaged in service learning outside the 
United States–helping disabled children in southern France, teaching rural indigenous children high in 
the Andes Mountains of Ecuador, working in a hospital for women and children in rural Kenya, giving 
assistance in a Masai clinic while interning with a Masai healer, working with abandoned children in 
Guayaquil, Ecuador, and many other volunteer efforts. Focusing on three of the leading U.S. based 
programs, this documentary offers an in-depth look at experiential education set in an international 
context. Combining intense in-country classroom coursework with community service or volunteer 
work--lasting from a semester to a year--these experiences often enable students to learn more in a few 
months than in their entire college careers. 

 

Articles 
 
Indigenous migration in Chile : trends and processes / Bello, Alvaro M. 
Indigenous affairs issue 3, 2007  

Over time, indigenous displacement have taken place in Chile outside the framework of nation states as 
well as within them or influenced by them. This article describes and analyses the main trends and 
processes involved in the indigenous migration in Chile, with particular focus on the Mapuche. It 
establishes a number of factors of continuity and change in the indigenous migrations from a 
perspective of greater breadth and diversity. 
http://tinyurl.com/yt6v73  

 

Ethnocide and identity in Mexican exile of the Guatemalan Maya / Nassar, Carlos Camacho 
Indigenous affairs issue 3, 2007  

The Maya of Guatemala have long crossed the border into Mexico to work on the coffee plantations of 
the strategies and this migration in search of work has become one of their strategies for material 
reproduction. This article describes another type of migration caused by violence of the early 1980s 
onwards and which lead to significant transformations in Mayan identities. This migration, associated 
with genocide and ethnocide continues to this day. 
http://tinyurl.com/yt6v73  
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Extreme poverty and survival : Cordillera indigenous peoples as migrant workers / Belinan, Flora 
Indigenous affairs issue 3, 2007  

Extreme poverty in the countryside of the Cordillera region, a rich region of the Philippines, has 
pushed indigenous peoples towards urban centres in hope of finding economic relief. The specific 
feature of national oppression and ethnocide of indigenous peoples is an added cause. The present 
system denies full rights to ancestral lands and resources. 
http://tinyurl.com/yt6v73  

 

Migration of indigenous peoples in Kenya to urban areas / Kaunga, Johnson Mali 
Indigenous affairs issue 3, 2007  

This article describes some aspects of rural-urban migration among indigenous communities in Kenya 
(who are mainly hunter-gathers and pastoralists), with a particular emphasis on the indigenous youth. 
http://tinyurl.com/yt6v73  

 

Indigenous migration : from rural to urban areas : the case of Cameroon / Njobdi, Ibrahim 
Indigenous affairs issue 3, 2007  

In recent years in the Cameroon there has been increasing movement of rural people to the cities, in 
particular the Mbororo indigenous people. There are some measures that could be taken by the 
Cameroon government and other stakeholders including NGOs, to discourage this migration. Also 
projects need to be initiated to mobilise and support Mbororo youth who have already settled in cities. 
http://tinyurl.com/yt6v73  

 

Killing fields : the global push for hybrid rice continues / GRAIN 
Seedling : biodiversity, rights and livelihood, October 2007  

The seed industry will do whatever it can to stop farmers from saving seeds. The only way it can make 
money from seeds is to force farmers to buy from seed companies each year. With rice being one of the 
world's most important crops, it is no wonder there is a push for the hybrid variety where the seeds are 
essentially sterile - suicide seeds so to speak. The seed industry is talking of higher yields and big profits 
for farmers but in reality GRAIN's report has shown a dismal performance of hybrid rice in Asia. 

 

The Sudanese NAPA / ZakiEldeen, Sumaya Ahmed; Elhassan, Nagmeldin Goutbi 
Tiempo : a bulletin on climate and development, Issue 65, October 2007  

The authors explain how the Sudanese National Adaption Programmes of Action (NAPA) adopted a 
‘bottom-up’ approach using workshops, questionnaires and meetings involving a wide range of 
stakeholders. Information sharing empowered stakeholders to identify and prioritize adaptation 
options, make regional environmental plans and improve communication and negotiation with local 
governments. Traditional rainfed farmers and pastoralists are amongst the most vulnerable to climate 
risks.  
http://www.tiempocyberclimate.org/portal/archive/pdf/tiempo65low.pdf 
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NAPAs : priorities to policies / Jallow, Bubu Pateh;  Downing, Thomas 
Tiempo : a bulletin on climate and development, Issue 65, October 2007  

The authors describe five key challenges for the National Adaptation Programmes of Action (NAPA) 
process: identifying urgent needs and priorities in LDC countries; identifying priority projects for 
action; learning by doing - implementing adaptation projects; mainstreaming adaptation planning; 
and, climate adaptation beyond local and national action. Whilst most LDCs have started NAPAs and 
can identify urgent needs, progress in the other areas is slow.  
http://www.tiempocyberclimate.org/portal/archive/pdf/tiempo65low.pdf 

 

Lesson learned in Africa / Osman-Elasha, Balgis; Downing, Thomas 
Tiempo : a bulletin on climate and development, Issue 65, October 2007  

The authors explain how preparing National Adaptation Programmes of Action (NAPAs) in eastern 
and southern Africa has raised awareness, built capacity and a created a sense of ownership amongst 
many stakeholders. Some issues and project types, however, were not included, and institutional 
barriers were a key constraint. The need now is to secure funding for implementing NAPA projects, 
which must be rooted in existing development knowledge.  
http://www.tiempocyberclimate.org/portal/archive/pdf/tiempo65low.pdf 

 

Exploring Linkages Between Sexuality and Rights to Tackle Poverty / Armas, Sonia 
IDS bulletin, vol. 37:5 October 2006  

Sexuality and sexual rights have generally been treated as secondary to the 'really important matters'. 
This article explores the linkages between sexual rights and other rights which are considered to be 
priorities in development, such as health, education and labour rights. This article does not argue that 
sexual rights are of equal importance to these other rights. Instead, it asserts that sexual rights are all 
these rights, in that sexuality and social norms surrounding it have huge impacts on health, education 
and work. 

 

Sexual Rights are Human Rights - But How Can We Convince the United Nations? / Sheill, Kate 
IDS bulletin, vol. 37:5 October 2006  

In 1995, sexual rights were articulated in the Beijing Platform for Action. Now, however, principles 
agreed many years ago are being deemed too radical to be cited in new texts. In the face of these roll-
backs, and at a time when activists are being silenced by funding restrictions, what possibility is there 
of progress? Drawing on examples from the Commission on Human Rights, the 49th Commission on 
the Status of Women (Beijing Plus Ten) and the Commission on Population and Development, this 
article examines the obstacles to progress, the challenges to and of maintaining the status quo and the 
opportunities we must seize if we are to realise the potential of sexual rights. 
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Developing Sexual Rights: Challenges and Trends in Latin America / Raupp Rios, Roger 
IDS bulletin, vol. 37:5 October 2006  

In recent years in Latin America, the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people 
have received greater institutional attention, and legislative gains have been made across the 
continent. Using a typology of legal frameworks, this article explores trends, challenges and prospects 
for advancing efforts to address discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation in Latin America. It 
argues that deepening and adequately understanding LGBT rights and how they can be protected and 
promoted at multiple levels is an indispensable task for legal authorities, professionals and civil society. 

 

The (Im)possibility of Child Sexual Rights in South African Children's Account of HIV/AIDS / Bhana, 
Deevia 
IDS bulletin, vol. 37:5 October 2006  

A key strategy in the fight against HIV/AIDS is to safeguard the rights of those who are infected and 
at risk of infection. However, because of the association with sexuality, the rights of children are not 
often addressed and instead are represented as innocent and ignorant of sexuality and HIV/AIDS. This 
article challenges that representation, based on a study of seven and eight year-olds in a black 
township in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. It concludes with suggestions on the possibility of sexual 
rights in early childhood. 

 

Sex and the Rights of Man / Greig, Alan 
IDS bulletin, vol. 37:5 October 2006  

What can men’s interest be in the social and sexual revolution being proposed by advocates for sexual 
rights? The first answer to this question is to recognise that some men’s sexual rights have long been 
violated. Those men who 'betray' their gender through their 'feminine' representation and/or sexual 
relations with other men are especially vulnerable to such violation. But what about the men who 
appear to be, or strive to be, 'man enough'? Perhaps the most basic demand of advocates for sexual 
rights is that people be free to live their sexual lives without coercion. Furthermore, gender 
socialisation may inhibit men’s ability to experience joy, dignity, autonomy and safety in their sexual 
lives. 

 

Promoting Sexual Rights Through Human Rights Education: Experiences at Grassroots in Turkey / 
Amado, Liz Ercevik 
IDS bulletin, vol. 37:5 October 2006  

Control of women’s sexuality is the root cause of many women’s human rights violations, such as 
‘honour’ crimes, early and forced marriages and female genital mutilation. The Turkish organisation, 
Women for Women’s Human Rights (WWHR) – New Ways, contests this control of women’s 
sexuality, taking an affirmative approach to sexuality to open up space for women to claim their 
rights. In 2004, WWHR led a campaign for reform of the Turkish penal code which resulted in over  0 
amendments on sexual and bodily rights of women and girls in Turkey, including criminalisation of 
marital rape and removal of a provision granting sentence reductions for 'honour' killings. 


