
 

 

Recent additions update 9 March 2007 
 
Dev-Zone Library has recently acquired the following resources. If you would like to borrow 
resources email us at library@dev-zone.org or visit our library at 2nd Floor, James Smiths’ Bldg, 55 

Cuba St, Wellington or request these from our online catalogue. 
http://www.dev-zone.org/library/ 

It is free to borrow resources from our library.   

 
Books  

 

State of the world 2007 : Our urban future / Renner, Michael (et al).  
New York: World Watch, 2007.  

In 2008, half of the Earth’s population will live in urban areas, marking the first time in history that 

humans are an urban species. State of the World 2007: Our Urban Future explores the myriad ways 
urbanization is affecting our lives and the global environment—with a special focus on the ideas that 
can make our cities environmentally sustainable and healthier places to live.  

 

Darfur: continuing conflict in Sudan : Webdossier of the African Studies Centre (ASC)  
Leiden: African Studies Centre (ASC), 2007.  

The library staff of the African Studies Centre Leiden have compiled this web dossier to coincide with 
a public meeting on ‘Darfur and the international community’ organized on 9 February 2007 by the 

ASC in cooperation with the Interfaculty Ethnological Student Debating Club WDO. Speakers: Jan 
Pronk, former Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General in Sudan, and Alex de Waal, 
Programme Director of the Social Science Research Council in New York and Director of Justice 
Africa. The dossier begins with an introduction by Prof. Jan Abbink, ASC researcher, outlining the 
broad contours of the ongoing conflict in Darfur. This is followed by a selection of titles dealing with 

Darfur and the wider conflict in Sudan published since 2003. The dossier concludes with a selection of 
web resources. 
http://www.ascleiden.nl/_ASCWebsite/Print.aspx?url=/Library/Webdossiers/Darfur2.aspx  

 

Masculinities matter! Men, gender and development / Cleaver, Frances (ed).  
London: Zed Books, 2006.  



Men appear to be missing from much gender and development policy, but many emerging critiques 
suggest the need to pay more attention to understanding men and masculinities, and to analyzing the 
social relationships between men and women. This book considers the case for a focus on men in 

gender and development, which requires us to reconsider some of the theories and concepts which 
underlie policies. It includes arguments based on equality and social justice, the specific gendered 
vulnerabilities of men, the emergence of a crisis of masculinity and the need to include men in 
development as partners for strategic change.  

 

Bougainville autonomy - implications for governance and decentralisation / Wolfers, Edward P. 
Canberra: Australian National University (ANU) 2006.  
State, society and governance in Melanesia discussion paper 2006/5  

Bougainville is an autonomous region within Papua New Guinea. It is not a province and has the 
power to make decisions that will determine its own destiny. The founding and guiding principles for 
Bougainville’s autonomy are contained in the Bougainville Peace Agreement. This paper looks at the 
background and character of this autonomy. It discusses implications of the peace agreement and 
autonomy for Bougainville and the national government of Papua New Guinea.  

 

The Role of donors in Papua New Guinea's development / Thomas, Margaret.  

Canberra: Australian National University (ANU), 2006.  
State, society and governance in Melanesia discussion paper 2006/6  

This paper focuses on the development partnership that exists between Papua New Guinea and 
Australia. While Australia may make a significant contribution to Papua New Guinea's resources for 
development, Papua New Guinea is ultimately responsible for its own development outcomes. The 
paper discusses Australia's motivation for helping Papua New Guinea and how Australia plans to 
respond to Papua New Guinea's development agenda.  

 

Defending the housing rights of children  
Geneva, Switzerland: Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions (COHRE), 2006.  

This report examines the many ways in which children suffer violations of their housing rights. It also 

highlights the international human rights standards that are intended to protect the housing rights of 
all the world's children.  
http://www.cohre.org  

 

Economics of liquid waste management in Funafuti, Tuvalu / Lal, Padma; Saloa, Kalesoma; Uila, 
Falealili.  

Apia, Samoa: SPREP, 2006 
IWP-Pacific Technical Report (International Waters Project); no. 36  

Tuvalu faces real challenges in relation to the management of its human wastes (fekau o tino). This is 
despite decades of promotion of the use of water sealed flush toilets and septic tank systems as the 
most hygienic and safe way to dispose of human wastes. The Tuvalu Millennium Development 
Report (Tuvalu 2005) notes with respect to Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 7, Target 10 



(regarding access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation) that “Tuvalu is on track to achieve the 
target for access to sanitation, although progress has been slower in the outer islands than on 
Funafuti”. Ninety two per cent of households have access to basic sanitation, and 97% have access to 

safe drinking water. These figures are, however, deceptive since these performance assessments do not 
reflect effectiveness of the facilities used or their suitability to the Tuvalu conditions. 
http://www.sprep.org/att/publication/000522_IWP_PTR36.pdf  

 

Economic costs of waste in Tonga / Lal, Padma; Takau, Lilieta.  
Apia, Samoa: SPREP, 2006.  
IWP-Pacific Technical Report (International Waters Project); no. 33  

In response to the impact of solid waste on human health and the environment, the Tongan 

Government, with the help of the Australian Government, is developing a solid waste management 
facility on Tongatapu. To pay for the cost of running the new facility, the government is considering a 
user pays system. To help the government to better target its waste management at the local and 
national decision makers, this project was commissioned by the Secretariat to the Pacific Regional 
Environment Programme (SPREP) as part of their Tongan International Waters Project (IWP). This 

report looks at objectives of the economic analysis of waste in Tonga and the methodology of the 
project.  
http://www.sprep.org/solid_waste/documents/Economic%20costs%20of%20waste%20-
%20Tonga.pdf  

 

The Impact of the Greenbag on waste generation in South Tarawa, Kiribati / Leney, Alice.  

Apia, Samoa: SPREP, 2006.  
IWP-Pacific Technical Report (International Waters Project); no. 22  

The International Waters Project (IWP) Kiribati pilot project has been established in Bikenibeu West 
village on Tarawa Atoll, and provides a case study for addressing waste management in Kiribati more 
generally. A number of activities have occurred under the project, including community awareness 

meetings, water quality analysis, and participatory problem analysis. A major part of this work has 
included the trial of a biodegradable Greenbag scheme in which householders were encouraged to 
separate waste and send non-compostable and non-recyclable wastes to the Nanikai landfill. With the 
Greenbag being successfully used as a tool to promote separation of wastes, the IWP Kiribati team 
took the logical next step, and sought to create a user-pays system — a Greenbag User Pays Scheme 

(GUPS) — for waste collection.  
http://www.sprep.org/att/publication/000518_IWP_PTR22.pdf  

 

Social and economic baseline survey: Jenrok Village, Majuro (Republic of Marshall Islands) / 
Chutaro, Ben.  
Apia, Samoa: SPREP, 2005. 
IWP-Pacific Technical Report (International Waters Project); no. 15  

Most people of Jenrok Village do not have good access to water, sewer and power services although 
living on the capital island of the Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI). Jenrok has the highest 

population density in the RMI with 1,847 persons, 65% under the age of 25, living in 215 households, 
according to a recent survey. This report was sponsored by the The International Waters Project in 
close cooperation with RMI government offices, as a pilot activity focusing on waste management at 
the community level. "There are very few opportunities available to the people of Jenrok, not only in 



terms of jobs, but also access to key essential services, that are directly linked to the declining living 
standards," states the report.  
http://www.sprep.org/att/publication/000463_IWP_PTR15.pdf 

 

Strategies for preventing and mitigating land-based sources of pollution to trans-boundary water 

resources in the Pacific region / Convard, Nancy S.; Tomlinson, Andrew; Welch, Christopher. 
Apia, Samoa: SPREP, 2005.  
IWP-Pacific Technical Report (International Waters Project); no. 16  

This paper presents a number of strategies for the prevention and mitigation of land-based sources of 
pollution to trans-boundary fresh and marine water resources in the Pacific Region. The South Pacific 

Regional Environmental Programme (SPREP) commissioned this paper as part of its Strategic Action 
Programme for International Waters in the Pacific Region (SAP), a project funded by the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF). The paper specifically focuses on the following land-based sources of 
pollution: domestic sewage; solid waste including litter, domestic and industrial wastes; and industrial 
wastewater and runoff: (nutrients, pesticides and herbicides). 
http://www.sprep.org/att/publication/000464_IWP_PTR16.pdf  

 

Review of fisheries management issues and regimes in the Pacific Islands / Preston, G.L..  
Apia, Samoa: SPREP, 2005.  
IWP-Pacific Technical Report (International Waters Project); no. 17  

The Pacific Island region’s coastal fisheries produce a little over 100,000 tonnes of fish and seafood 
products per year. They are very significant in providing food, income and jobs for Pacific Islanders, 
and further contribute to Pacific Island economies through import substitution and generation of 

export earnings. However their sustainability is uncertain due to two main threats: overfishing and 
habitat degradation. Additional coastal fishing pressure will result from growing international demand 
for seafood caused by expanding markets and trade liberalization. The situation in regard to habitat 
degradation is worsening and the ability of coastal ecosystems to absorb further deleterious changes 
may be diminishing. 
http://www.sprep.org/att/publication/000465_IWP_PTR17.pdf  

 

An Economic valuation of watershed pollution in Rarotonga, the Cook Islands / Hajkowicz, 
Stefan; Okotai, Petero.  
Apia, Samoa: SPREP, 2005.  
IWP-Pacific Technical Report (International Waters Project); no. 18  

The impacts described in this report are only those that could be readily expressed in dollar values. 
There are numerous other non-financial impacts that also have significant, possibly greater, value to 
people: potential loss or harm to biodiversity; loss of recreational or cultural sites; damage to scenic 

beauty; non-financial human health impacts. Although not valued in monetary terms, these impacts 
warrant consideration in decisions alongside the financial costs identified in this report. 
http://www.sprep.org/att/publication/000517_IWP_PTR18.pdf  

 



Cook Islands priority environmental problems (PEC) report : a review and assessment of the 

priority environmental concerns  
Island Friends Ltd. Apia, Samoa: SPREP, 2004.  
IWP-Pacific Technical Report (International Waters Project); no. 11  

This document is therefore the first step towards identifying the priority environmental concerns 
(PEC) by providing a review and an assessment of the environmental concerns in the Cook Islands. 
The review and assessment will provide the basis for the determination of the pilot project for 
implementation under the International Waters Project (IWP)-Cook Islands. 
http://www.sprep.org/att/publication/000460_IWP_PTR11.pdf  

 

Participatory situation analysis: summary report of village consultations in Niue / IWP National 
Programme.  
Apia, Samoa: SPREP, 2004.  
IWP-Pacific Technical Report (International Waters Project); no. 12  

The International Waters Programme (IWP) on Niue planned and carried out island-wide village 
consultations and a participatory situation analysis from September to December 2002 to assist 

selection of a IWP pilot project. This initial community participation programme identified priority 
environmental concerns (PEC) of local residents and possible pilot project activities. Village 
information was also collected that will contribute to selection of a site for the pilot project. 
Community members were engaged in a range of participatory and experiential learning activities, 
such as stakeholder identification and analysis, marine transects, village and resource mapping, 

participatory problem analysis and development of solution trees. 
http://www.sprep.org/att/publication/000459_IWP_PTR12.pdf  

 
Articles  

 

Meaning versus measurement: why do 'economic' indicators of poverty still predominate? / 
Sumner, Andrew 
Development in Practice, Volume 17 Issue 1 February 2007  

It is virtually undisputed that poverty is multi-dimensional. However, 'economic' or monetary 
measures of poverty still maintain a higher status in key development indicators and policy. This 
article is concerned with the apparent contradiction between the consensus over the meaning of 
poverty and the choice of methods with which to measure poverty in practice. A brief history of the 
meaning and measurement of poverty is given, and it is argued that 'economic' determinism, while it 

has gradually retreated from centrality in the meaning of poverty, has continued to dominate the 
measurement of poverty. This is followed by a section that contrasts the relative merits of 'economic' 
and 'non-economic' measures of poverty. The question is posed: why do 'economic' measures of 
poverty still have a higher status than non-economic measures?  

 

Gender justice: the World Bank's new approach to the poor? / Schech, Susanne; Vas Dev, Sanjugta 
Development in Practice, Volume 17 Issue 1 February 2007  

Gender inequality is now widely acknowledged as an important factor in the spread and 

entrenchment of poverty. This article examines the World Development Report 2000/01 as the World 



Bank's blueprint for addressing poverty in the twenty-first century, together with several more recent 
Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs), with a view to analysing the manner in which gender is 
incorporated into the policy-making process and considering whether it constitutes a new approach to 

gender and poverty. It is argued that the World Bank's approach to poverty is unlikely to deliver 
gender justice, because there remain large discrepancies between the economic and social policies that 
it prescribes. More specifically, the authors contend that the Bank employs an integrationist approach 
which encapsulates gender issues within existing development paradigms without attempting to 
transform an overall development agenda whose ultimate objective is economic growth as opposed to 
equity. Case studies from Cambodia and Vietnam are used to illustrate these arguments.  

 

Researching urban poverty in sub-Saharan Africa / Iyenda, Guillaume 
Development in Practice, Volume 17 Issue 1 February 2007  

Poverty and the way in which it is researched are major preoccupations for many social scientists. 
This article presents different ways of researching urban poverty in sub-Saharan Africa, focusing on 
qualitative methods and the different ways in which these can be used to collect data. Examples are 
drawn from field research conducted in urban areas of the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

(formerly Zaïre) to illustrate the ways in which different research methods and techniques are used in 
the field, and ways in which a researcher might organise data collection.  

 

Strategising prevention: a critical review of local initiatives to prevent female sex trafficking / 
Samarasinghe, Vidyamali; Burton, Barbara 
Development in Practice, Volume 17 Issue 1 February 2007  

This article reviews prevention strategies initiated and implemented by NGOs across the globe to 
address female sex trafficking. It sets out the conceptual bases for anti-trafficking measures in general, 
and prevention measures in particular, before presenting a representative cross-section of programmes 
and approaches that are currently underway. The authors identify some of the gaps apparent in these 

responses, and offer recommendations to improve the implementation of prevention strategies. The 
article concludes that anti-trafficking prevention measures must be skilfully integrated into current 
community-development practices, and that for this reason local and global development planners 
must become more aware of this issue and the strategic actions necessary to address it.  

 

The Human organisation: challenges in NGOs and development programmes / Padaki, Vijay 
Development in Practice, Volume 17 Issue 1 February 2007  

It is frequently contended that NGOs and the wider context of development are intrinsically different 

from other organisational settings within which Human Resource Development (HRD) is believed to 
play an important role. The author outlines the basic concepts underpinning human development 
within organisations, and organisational development, and sets out the arguments for greater 
investment in people. While this can raise ethical and practical issues in organisations that depend on 
external funds rather than generating their own income, the failure to develop the staff on whom a 

development organisation ultimately depends carries far greater risks. Management and specifically 
HRD are not desk-bound activities that can be pursued through the application of protocols and 
sanctions, but require vision, leadership, and hands-on engagement.  

 



Development versus enjoyment of life: a post-development critique of the developmentalist 
worldview / Cavalcanti, Joabe 
Development in Practice, Volume 17 Issue 1 February 2007  

This article discusses the meaning of development from a post-development perspective, based on a 
case study of a goat-keeping project involving a small community of farmers from a rural town in 
north-east Brazil. The development project was fraught with conflicting views of development as it 
sought to impose an interventionist, ethnocentric, and modernist view of what was best for the 

community, even stipulating how the farmers should work together. The modernist interpretation has 
been criticised on various grounds, but nevertheless continues to condition how the 'development 
industry' defines its values and views its mission.  

 

Gender equality - whose agenda? Observations from Cameroon / Orock, Rogers; Tabe Egbe 
Development in Practice, Volume 17 Issue 1 February 2007  

The political project of gender equality in Africa has gained momentum and made many 
achievements. However, these have been largely confined to the 'big' women working in the public 

and private bureaucratic contexts in which there is a greater commitment to gender equality. It is 
argued that in the context of Cameroon, until these 'bigger' women renew their commitment to their 
grassroots sisters, the experience of gender equality will remain largely unequal. Only strong links 
between white-collar workers and less privileged women will span this chasm.  

 

Capacity building through secondment of staff: a possible model in emergencies? / Ntata, Pierson 

R.T. 
Development in Practice, Volume 17 Issue 1 February 2007  

This article offers a case study of a secondment of staff from a Northern NGO (Trócaire) to a 
Southern partner, the Catholic Development Commission (CADECOM) of Malawi, as a possible 
model for capacity building. The approach described was tried in the context of an emergency 
programme, but it could also be used in a development context. The author analyses the 
appropriateness of the model in terms of its administrative structure, focus, and impact, and draws 
lessons for practitioners for its successful application.  

 

Evaluating HIV/AIDS education programmes in Ugandan secondary schools / Jacob, W. (et al) 
Development in Practice, Volume 17 Issue 1 February 2007  

Although not part of the national curriculum until 2004, HIV/AIDS education has been taught for 
some time in Ugandan secondary schools through a variety of extracurricular means, including the 
media, youth groups, drama, music, and Parent-Teacher Associations. This article identifies and 
evaluates the integration of HIV/AIDS information into the national curriculum in Ugandan 

secondary schools between 2002 and 2004, based on the viewpoints of administrators, teachers, and 
students from 76 schools. While most schools did not include HIV/AIDS as part of the formal 
national curriculum at this time, the information was disseminated through a range of alternative 
means. The authors identify the most effective of these, discuss the perceived reactions of various 
stakeholders regarding HIV/AIDS being taught in secondary schools, and make recommendations for 
curricular reform. 



 

'Strong nets catch fish': promoting pro-poor partnerships in Bangladesh / Matsaert, Harriet; 
Ahmed, Zahir; Salam, Shah Abdus 
Development in Practice, Volume 17 Issue 1 February 2007  

This article describes the experiences of a small Bangladeshi NGO in using actor-oriented tools to 
focus on key people and partnerships in project planning, monitoring, and evaluation. The approach 
has helped to identify interventions that are context-specific, building on key local actors and 
indigenous networks, and sensitive to the constraints experienced by the poorest. As a result, the 
NGO has moved away from an externally driven agenda, to become a more thoughtful and 
responsive organisation. In developing the approach, the NGO encountered some problems due to the 

political sensitivity concerning the representation of linkages. This underlines the importance of using 
these tools in a politically aware, positive, and reflective way.  

 

Ni Vanuatu women graduates: what happens when they go home? / Strachan, Jane; Samuel, Janet; 
Takaro, Minnie 
Development in Practice, Volume 17 Issue 1 February 2007  

Part of New Zealand's aid to Pacific Island nations is given in the form of tertiary scholarships. 
Students awarded scholarships study at tertiary institutions throughout the Pacific, including New 

Zealand. But what is it like when they return home, fitting back into their culture and family life, and 
finding work? The research described in this article explored this question in relation to women 
graduates from Vanuatu when they returned after studying overseas for three or more years. Some 
slipped back in easily and found work quickly; others experienced profound culture shock on re-entry 
and took many months to find suitable work. If Vanuatu is to make the best possible use of these 

women's tertiary qualifications, and if donors are to realise the goals of their scholarship scheme, 
necessary changes include more co-ordinated support and regular tracer studies.  

 

Congolese women confront legacy of rape / Kimani, Mary 
African renewal Vol. 20:4 January 2007  

Many thousands of women in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) are victims of 
rape by armed militamen and this tragedy is the female face of 10 years of war in DRC. The survivors 
still struggle with many different legal, medical and livelihood problems. Because there is a lot of 

impunity in DRC, prosecuting rapists has been challenging. UN agencies and NGOs active in DRC 
have presented donors a joint initiative to help prevent sexual violence against women and children 
and donors and governments are still considering how to implement the initiative.  

 

Africa ending impunity for rights abuses / Fleshman, Michael 
African renewal Vol. 20:4 January 2007  

Former presidents of Liberia and Chad face trial. The world took a giant step towards eliminating 
impunity for human rights abuses on 9 November 2006 when the International Criminal Court (ICC) 
opened its first official hearing in a case against a Congalese militia leader.  

 



Conflict resources : from 'curse' to blessing / Harsch, Ernest 
African renewal Vol. 20:4 January 2007  

Thanks to the campaigns of international non-governmental organisations (NGOs), and media wide 

coverage of illegal diamond mining, the Kimberley Process was launched in 2000. It is a UN-backed 
scheme to stop illegal trading of diamonds and other gems from conflict zones. In some countries this 
process has had an impact such as Sierra Leone. However the Kimberley process needs to be 
strengthened and similar schemes need to be extended beyond diamonds to cover valuable natural 
resources. Along with transparency in public and corporate management of natural resources, many 

more such local development efforts are needed across Africa if African countries initiate "internal 
dialogue" and deal with various forms of inequity and exclusion before disaster strikes.  

 

Reaching the MDGs: Why Population, Reproductive Health and Gender Matter / Obaid, Thoraya 
Ahmend. 
Asia-Pacific population journal 20th anniversary Special issue 1986-2006  

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), together with many Governments and development 
partners in the developing and industrialized world, firmly believes that no initiative to end poverty, 

whether focused at the national or household level, can ignore the importance of reproductive health, 
gender and population dynamics. This paper brings attention to the centrality of women and young 
people as catalysts for development, and describes ways in which to address their needs and bring 
them to the forefront of development efforts. Among others, it also urges countries in South Asia to 
reap the benefits of this “window of opportunity” to fuel economic growth by making the necessary 

investments to promote health, education and employment opportunities, as well as improve gender 
equality. 
http://www.unescap.org/esid/psis/population/journal/2006/Special_Issues/Special_Issues.asp 

 

Important Issues in the Continuing Mortality Revolution in the Asian and Pacific Region / 
Caldwell, John C.; Caldwell, Bruce K. 
Asia-Pacific population journal 20th anniversary Special issue 1986-2006  

This paper concentrates on mortality decline over the last 20 years but also compares that 
performance with the preceding three decades. The treatment is mostly a macroscopic one, but there 

is also an examination of recent changes in the slums of Dhaka. There is an emphasis on poor 
mortality records where improvement should be sought. That includes potential dividends in the areas 
of gender imbalance, economic performance and educational advance. 
http://www.unescap.org/esid/psis/population/journal/2006/Special_Issues/Special_Issues.asp 

 

Age-Structure Transition and Development in Asia and the Pacific: Opportunities and Challenges 
/ Seetharam, K.S. 
Asia-Pacific population journal 20th anniversary Special issue 1986-2006  

This paper examines patterns of age structure transition, by subregions and in selected countries of 
Asia and the Pacific and their implications for labour supply and ageing. It reviews the findings of 

various studies on the contribution of age structure transition to economic growth in East Asian 
Miracle economies, and the policies that helped those countries benefit from it. It also highlights the 



factors that have stymied economic growth in other subregions and countries. 
http://www.unescap.org/esid/psis/population/journal/2006/Special_Issues/Special_Issues.asp 

 

Progress and Prospects in Reproductive Health in the Asian and Pacific Region / Guest, Philip 
Asia-Pacific population journal 20th anniversary Special issue 1986-2006  

Reproductive health programmes in the Asian and Pacific region need to improve the quality of care, 

popularize and support reproductive and sexual health rights, assist women and men communicate 
with each other about their reproductive and sexual health needs, and more actively serve the needs of 
young people. More effective reproductive health programmes based on a respect for reproductive 
health rights will help alleviate poverty, promote gender equity, improve maternal and child health, 
and reduce the burden of HIV. 
http://www.unescap.org/esid/psis/population/journal/2006/Special_Issues/Special_Issues.asp 

 

Climate threatens Southern African food security / The Working group on Climate Change and 
Development 
Pacific ecologist Issue 13 Summer 2006/07  

Efforts to end poverty in Africa will “go up in smoke,” a coalition of UK agencies, say, unless rich 
countries, largely responsible for global warming, reduce emissions soon and substantially. Africa is 
already suffering serious global warming consequences with 25 million people facing a serious food 

crisis across sub-Saharan Africa 2005-2006, yet the international community has given only a tenth of 
the money it pledged to help the world’s poorest people adapt to global warming.  

 

Support grows for equity-based global-warming strategy / Meyer, Aubrey; Weir, Kay 
Pacific ecologist Issue 13 Summer 2006/07  

The authors outline an inclusive global action plan to reduce global warming emissions equitably and 
transparently across nations. Contraction and Convergence allows everyone a fair share in a scheme 
for international emission entitlements. It has been the official position of the Africa Group of Nations 
at climate negotiations for the past 10 years. If such a democratic plan is not adopted soon to stop 

emissions rising to dangerous levels, the consequences will be disastrous for everyone. 
http://www.pacificecologist.org/archive/13/contraction-and-convergence.pdf  

 

Forest conservation & climate change policy / Weaver, Sean 
Pacific ecologist Issue 13 Summer 2006/07  

Deforestation is a major issue, overlooked in climate policy negotiations until recently, although 
natural forests play vital roles in climate protection. Forests are carbon reservoirs, if deforestation 
continues at current rates, 12 million hectares annually, major carbon reservoirs will become 

atmospheric carbon and exacerbate climate change. The author reports on what needs to be done to 
stop this trend.  
http://www.pacificecologist.org/archive/13/forest-conservation-climate-change-policy.pdf  

 



What you can do about global warming / Bazeley, Rik 
Pacific ecologist Issue 13 Summer 2006/07  

There’s plenty for everyone to do to reduce global warming emissions and help save the world as we 

know it for present and future generations. Rik Bazeley reports. 
http://www.pacificecologist.org/archive/13/what-you-can-do.pdf  

 

Renewable energy – opportunities for sustainable development in Pacific Islands / Woodruff, 
Allison 
Pacific ecologist Issue 13 Summer 2006/07  

Abundant solar, coconut and hydrological resources, make Pacific Island Countries ideally suited to 
renewable energy options, the author writes. Currently, seventy percent of the population in Pacific 

Islands lack access to modern forms of energy, and countries, are seriously disadvantaged, having to 
pay an estimated 200-300% above the average world price for petroleum. With oil prices rising, and 
Pacific Islands vulnerable to climate change impacts, they need to reduce their dependence on fossil 
fuels. Donor countries have pledged to improve access to affordable energy services as a means of 
achieving the UN Millennium Development Goals, including halving the proportion of people living 

in poverty by 2015. If funds are provided by donors for the purchase and installation of renewable 
energy equipment, long-term sustainability in Pacific Islands can be achieved.  

 

Fueling repression or assisting the oppressed? / Faulder, Dominic 
Irrawaddy Vol. 15:2 February 2007  

Burma's tourism industry has grown in recent years, despite a shaky start. Boycott proponents say that 
tourism dollars subsidise military repression in Burma but the violent repression that occurred in 1988 
predated any upturn in tourism. But at the end of the day, the tourism boycott is no more likely to 
contribute to the collapse of the junta than have the Western sanctions.  

 

Misunderstanding the notion of conservation in the Philippine rice terraces – cultural landscapes / 
Guimbatan, Rachel; Baguilat, Teddy Jr 
International Social Science Journal no 187 March 2006  

This article presents issues in the conservation of the rice terraces and shares information on current 
initiatives to resolve these issues as identified by the Ifugao people who are facilitating conservation 
work. The objective of this article is not to render judgment on failed conservation interventions in the 
past as a result of recognition, but to inform the outside world about the realities of managing a 

protected living landscape that also happens to be the enclave of an indigenous community, with the 
hope of generating improved approaches in the conservation of other sites of similar value.  

 

Mainstreaming adaptation to climate change into official development assistance: promoting 
synergies or diverting money? / Klein, Richard J.T 
Renewable energy for development Vol.19:3 December 2006  



The linkages between climate change and development have highlighted the need to consider 
vulnerability and adaptive capacity within the context of development objectives and development 
assistance. Mainstreaming climate change adaptation into development assistance programmes could 

potentially improve their efficiency and effectiveness, but has also raised concerns about the possible 
diversion of resources and difficulties in tracking the impacts on adaptive capacity.  

 

Practical tools for community conservation in southern Africa / Child, Brian; Jones, Brian. 
Participatory learning and action no. 55 December 2006  

Community-based natural resource management (CBNRM) is an approach to conservation and rural 
development that has been applied to southern Africa for more than 15 years. It is based on the 
premise that is local people have a large degree of control over their natural resources and are able to 

benefit from management then they are likely to use these resources sustainably. This article looks at 
the elements of CBNRM and gives a description of tools which have been developed through a long 
relationship between practitioners and communities.  

 

Revenue distribution for empowerment and democratisation / Child, Brian 
Participatory learning and action no. 55 December 2006  

This paper describes the revenue distribution process introduced to Zimbabwe's CAMPFIRE 
programme in 1990 and transferred to Zambia between 1996 and 2001. Revenue distribution has been 

invaluable for organising communities to use scarce financial resources effectively, and for 
restructuring the political economy of a community with an organisation that is transparent, highly 
participatory, equitable, and functional. Revenue distribution has proved highly effective for poverty 
alleviation especially if defined broadly as the absence not only of income, but also of discretion, voice 
and participation.  

 

The Event book system: community-based monitoring in Nambia / Stuart-Hill, Greg 
Participatory learning and action no. 55 December 2006  

The event book system is a grassroots natural resource monitoring system programme. It differs form 

traditional monitoring in that the community decides what needs to monitored, collects the data itself 
and undertakes all the analysis. This paper describes the event book system, provides guidelines and 
lessons from the implementation process and discusses its impact.  

 

Using theatre in participatory environmental policy making / Guhrs, Tamara; Rihoy, Liz; Guhrs, 
Miranda 
Participatory learning and action no. 55 December 2006  

This article documents the use of theatre as a tool for promoting community participation in policy 

development in community-based natural resource management (CBNRM) initiatives of Southern 
Africa. This article describes the ongoing process of developing of theatre as a communication tool in 
three related initiatives. The critical factor for success has been the development of partnerships 
between appropriate institutions. This has enabled collaboration between CBNRM and theatre 
professionals as mediators and communicators in the process.  



 

Using participatory video to develop youth leadership skills in Colombia / Menter, Harriet; Roa, 
Maria; Cecilia; Beccera, Omar; Felipe Roa, Clara; Celemin, Wilson 
Participatory learning and action no. 55 December 2006  

This article describes how participatory video (PV) was used as a tool to help people focus on their 
leadership skills. The young people were from a rural conflict zone in Colombia. Participants created 
a video to be shown to peers, which was completed by the end of the course. In a previous workshop, 
stand-alone activities were used to focus on different leadership skills. This second workshop offered 
young people an opportunity to consolidate these skills by using them in a more realistic setting.  

 

Congo (DRC) and war profiteers: a tragedy forgotten by the global peace movement? / Van 

Criekinge, Jan 
Peace news for non violent revolution No. 2482 February 2007  

The six-year civil and international war in Congo that has killed more than four million people and 
displaced another two million may have ‘officially’ ended, but the dying has certainly not. Every day 
in Congo, a deadly combination of conflict-related atrocities (in which rape is widely used as a 
weapon by all parties involved), starvation, poverty and disease kills over 1,200 people. “The message 
of war and transition in Congo is that violence works. Without a firm response, the destructive effects 

of this lesson are very likely to be felt for a long time to come”, explains Timothy Raeymaekers, a 
researcher working for the University of Ghent ‘Conflict Research Group’. The author sees 
opportunities in improving the living conditions of the Congolese population by countering the 
systematic exploitation of Congo’s resources by a small but powerful elite. They give concrete 
recommendations in the field of agricultural reform, the mining sector and economic integration. 

Plundering from illegal mining by government officials and the irregular militias has been running 
into billions a year. "This is money that must be used for the benefit of the Congolese people" 
http://wri-irg.org/pubs/warprof-0612.htm  

 

Logging in the Congo Basin : what hope for the indigenous peoples' resources, and their 
environments? / Lewis, Jerome; Nelson, John. 
Indigenous affairs vol 4 2006  

The increasingly intensive exploitation of forest resources by outsiders is escalating threats to forest 
and wildlife across the entire Congo region. Many indigenous communities are now trapped between 
the competing interests of powerful lobbies outside their forests. These include international logging 
companies, commercial meat trading networks and international conservation organisations. The 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) scheme is one of many certification schemes for logging operators 

aiming to promote forest management by promoting environmentally appropriate, socially beneficial 
and economically viable forest management.  

 

The Impact of commercial logging and forest policy on indigenous peoples in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo / Mulvagh, Lucy 
Indigenous affairs vol 4 2006  



Despite international legal obligations, the government of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
does not recognise or protect the rights of indigenous people to own, enjoy, control or use their 
communal lands, territories and resources. Those indigenous communities that have managed to 

retain their forest-based hunter-gather lifestyles are now facing the same fate in the light of forest 
zoning plans that, without any regards for their rights, will substantially increase protected areas and 
commercial forest exploitation pursuant to the 2002 Forest Code and with the support from agencies 
such as the World Bank.  

 

Indigenous forest peoples of Gabon face uncertain future / Knight, Judy 
Indigenous affairs vol 4 2006  

Gabon maintains some of the largest remaining rainforest in West Africa. With oil production 

decreasing the pressure is on the national economy to intensify commercial logging and mining 
developments as well as tourism stemming from the newly established national parks. In 2005, Gabon 
agreed to its own Indigenous Peoples Plan (IPP) as part of the Forest Environment Sector Plan 
(FESP). The IPP is a national programme designed to streamline and coordinate all stakeholders' and 
partners' involvement in the natural resource management of Gabon and forms a key document for 

framing future policy. However the IPP has been delayed due to discussions between the government 
and the World Bank and the issues which need to be resolved before loans are approved.  

 

Mau forest : killing the goose but still wanting golden eggs / Sena, Kanyinke 
Indigenous affairs vol 4 2006  

The Mau forest complex is the most heavily logged forest in Kenya. When the government imposed 
logging bans, it exempted three multinational logging companies. By allowing logging that is 
destroying one of Kenya's prime tourist destinations, the government s systematically chopping off the 
hand that feeds it. The Ogiek peoples, like other forest communities in Kenya, are not recognised by 

the government as distinct separate peoples. They have consistently attempted to protect the Mau 
forest by all legal means. The new Kenya Forest Act 2005 is the best means for forest communities to 
regain control over their forests.  

 

After decentralization : the implications of small-scale logging for communities' access to forests 
in Indonesia / Limberg, Godwin 
Indigenous affairs vol 4 2006  

In Indonesia, decentralisation of Indonesia's forestry policy provided for the first time, on opportunity 
for communities to directly participate in forest management. In this article the author uses the 
example of seven small-scale timber harvesting operations in the Malinau area of East Kalimantan to 
describe the type and quality of benefits communities received and the implications of this experience 
for future community access to forests.  

 

Swapping Striga for patents : yet another quick fix for Africa's farmers? / GRAIN. 
Seedling October 2006  



Later in 2006 some Kenyan farmers will be planting a new kind of maize seed - StrigAway - a maize 
seed that is resistant to the weed Striga. In Africa, Clearfield technology is marketed as the Strigaway 
Production System which consists of herbicide-tolerant maize seed and herbicides. Clearfield is 

another misguided attempt to introduce excessively complex and risky technological solutions into the 
African farming system. It is too expensive to be widely affordable and ties the farmers into a 
disempowered relationship with seed companies and multinationals. The same resources used in 
promoting this product could be used in controlling this pest in more sustainable and readily available 
methods of weed control.  

 


